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POTEAU COMMUNITY BUILDING

LOCATION: Hill and Hopkins Streets, Poteau, Oklahoma 040, Leflore County 079

CLASSIFICATION: building; private; public acquisition  N/A; occupied; unrestricted; present 
use  religious

OWNER: Seventh Day Adventist Church, Hill and Hopkins Streets, Poteau, Ok 74953 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Leflore County Courthouse, Poteau, OK 74953 

DESCRIPTION: good condition; unaltered; original site

Initially a multi-purpose facility, the Poteau Community Building is a two story, 
essentially rectangular (39 1 x 351) structure constructed of rusticated and coursed native 
sandstone. Now covered by composition shingles, the roof is composed of intersecting gables 
and valleys; exterior chimneys are at either end of the front portion of the structure; wood 
sash windows are most often placed by twos between concrete sills and lintels. The second 
level, main entryway is reached by two sets of steps that run parallel to the building and form 
an inverted V; beneath the steps is the entry to the lower level. The bottom floor extends 
back into the hillside. Adjacent to the structure are two Bar-B-Que pits and six tables with 
benches.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1936-1937; architect/builder: unknown

As a WPA multi-purpose community building, the Poteau center is unique in that it is 
two story, partially earth sheltered and has a second-level entryway reached by twin sets of 
stairs. These same features make the structure significant architecturally within the Poteau 
community, as does the type of building, construction materials and character of 
workmanship. It is also notable because the task of building the structure provided jobs to 
individuals on relief rolls who theretofore had faced the prospect of starvation.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:

Acreage: Less than one acre Quadrangle: Poteau East, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.

UTM: 15 351960 3880410

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Lot 4, Block 49, Poteau City original 

PICTURE REFERENCE: 108-A, 108-B


