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1. Name nf Property

historic name_ High Street Historic District

other names/site number_

2. Location

street & number even # 8-72 High St, except #2QA and #2QR, plus # 31, 47, 57, 67 High Street n/a not for publication
city or town Wilmington vicinity

state Massachusetts .code_MA_ county Middlesex code 017 zip code 01887

3 Sfatft/FpriPral Aijt*"nry rprtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Bliomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hjstoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

H meets » does not meet thp National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide IDlocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

.-Thignature o”lcertifying official/Title Cal H; Metz, State Historic Preservat(an Officer Date
A Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

Snal Park Servire Certifir.atinn
1, heraby certify that this property is:
rentered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classiflp.atinn

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

JL private

_ public-local

_ public-State
_ public-Federal

(Check only one box)

_ building(s)
Jidistrict

_ site

_ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Fijnntinn nr Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling, secondary structure

7- Desrriptinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revival Queen Anne  Craftsman

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
21 2 .building
sites
structures
objects
21 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Q

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling, secondary structure

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation  brick
walls clapboard
shingle
roof asphalt

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description, High Street Historic District

The High Stret Historic District iscongtituted of single-family houseslaid out dong
High Street in the town of Wilmington eesward from itsintersection with the broad
Middlesex Avenue/MA Route 62 to the point where it makes a sharp tum southward to
paralel Route 1-93. The housesand their outbuildings are located on generdly similar-
szed suburban lots, respect afairly sdandard setback, range between 1 7a- 2 22 ories
high and are all wood frame. Six houseswere congructed between ca. 1851 and 1856
giving a strong representation to Gresk Reviva and Itdianate styles. The others were
congtructed between ca. 1900 and 1942 in the Quean Anne, Colonia Reviva, Craftsman,
and Neo-Colonid styles. Mogt of the district's seventeen principa buildings are located
on the north dde of the street, while only four are located on its south sde. Thewell-
preserved buildings possess coherence and a sense of visua boundaries introduced by the
date highway on the west and the sharp bend in the dreet and interstate highway on the
ed.

Thedistrict contains seventeen principal houses, three carriage bams and three garages
and contains about sixteen and one-haf acres One of the houseswas moved down the
dreet in 1928 to make room for the construction of ancther housein the district, two
more were moved due to the congruction of Route 1-38 in 1958-1960. Many of the
housesin the digtrict remain largely undtered. The mos common dterations have been
to porches, window sash and siding, with new dapboard and vinyl introduced. The non-
contributing building was constmcted after the period of significance.

The earliest surviving buildings in the district congtitute a group of six houses consmcted
in the five years between about 1851 and 1856. Severd were designed in an eclectic mix
of mid-19"" century styles that include the Greek Revivd, Itdianate, and Gothic Revival.
All of these houses are three bays wide but two were designed with their long Sdesto the
dreet in asde-gable form and place the entrance in the center of the three bays. The
dde-gable William Hamden Cottage a 40 High Stredt, built c. 1851-1852, (MHC # 151)
is 1 /2 gories high with acentra dormer to light the attic floor. 1ts Gresk Reviva features
include long first floor windows, dightly pedimented door surround, single pand door.
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and recessed porch acrossthe faBade. The porch is supported on four duminum columns
that replaced the unique, original, deeply fluted wood columns. An ell currently linksthe
now-atered bam to the cottage. The other Sde-gable house Charles Carter House, 14
High Stredt, (ca 1853, MHC # 155, Photo # 1) istwo stories and attic high. Whilethe
wide comerboards, two-part entablature, long first floor windows and full-length
Sddlights are features of the Gresk Revival style, itshigh proportions suggest a transition
to the Itdlianate style. A two-gtory el extends to the rear.

Theremaining four housssof this mid-19'* century group are all Sde-gable, Sde entry
formsthat are three bays wide and two or four bays degp. All haverear disbutit is
difficult to determine whether they are origina or added. Three of these houses, #'s 31,
32, and 26 hare adigtinctive, possbly locad feature: they have open eaves and araking
comice that curvesto join the wide comerboards resulting in an arched motif that recalls
the Gothic Reviva style. The William Townsend Cottege. 31 High Stret, (ca 1851-
1852, MHC # 153, Photo # 2) is |'/2 sories high with awindow that intermpts the frieze
band: the others are two gories and attic. The Jonathan Eames|l House a 32 High Stret
(ca 1852, MHC # 152) probably originally resembled the James P Morton House, a 26
High Stret, (ca 1855-1856, MHC # 154, Photo # 3) built by housewright Sylvester
Woodward. The Morton House hes an Itdianate syle wrgp-around porch with chamfered
posts carrying smal capitds and du-ved brackets.

Thelast house of this group, the Sllas Buck House & 42 High Strest, (ca 1852, MHC #
150, Photo # 4) isthe only one of the group designed with a Greek Reviva pediment in
the gable-field of the facade. Thefull, hip-roofed porch with Queen Anne tumed pods
was probably added in the late 19" or early 20" century but it could be original with the
postsreplaced a alater date.

A second period of deveopment in the district occurred between ca 1830 and the 1920s
Six of the housesin the district were desgned in the Queen Anne, Colonia Reviva, and
Craftsman/Bungadow syles. Few of these houses are pure examples of their sylesas
nearly all use assodiaive desgn dements in an eclectic mix. 22 High Street, (ca 1880,
MHC # 231) though clad in new clgpboard, shows the boxy plan, hip roof and wide gable
roof Itsfront pavilion with French doors on the faBade is only two bays wide, placing the

(continued)
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columned front porch of the Georgian Reviva style. The Sidelinker/Norton House, 57
High Street, (ca 1893-1900, MHC # 148, Photo # 6) iscruciformin plan with a cross-
entrance on a crosswing. While the shingled geblefi el dswith dightflareare Queen
Anne infedling, the large fieldstone-skirted wrgparound porch with paired colonettes
danding on akneewadll that dominates the house expresses Colonid Reviva desgn. This
house reflectsthe plan of an earlier Siddinker House a 47 High Stredt, (ca. 1890, MHC
# 149) though number 57 was condructed a alarger scde The housea 72 High Stredt.
(MHC # 147) was moved onits lot in regponse to the constmction of Route 93. Its door
and windows have been dtered but the massing and open-raked roof suggest a
constmction date of about 1880 to 1900. In 1914 C. B. Corlon owned thelot.

Two housssin the district are indebted to the Craftsman style for their desgn vocabulary.
The Arthur Blake House & 54 High Stret, (ca. 1910, MHC # 232) dthough2  dories
high, assumes the shgpe and degply shdtering roof of bungaow construction. Paired
gabled dormers are st into the dope of theroof aove an inset porch acrossthe faBade,
Two authentic, well-preserved, shingled bungdows show how differently the form could
be used. At the John Arthur Tavlor House 56 High Strest, (ca. 1913, MHC #233, Photo
# 5) the degp endosad porch extends from the body of the V2 sory cottage. Exposed
rafter ends, wide shed roof dormer, and segply pitched rooflines express Craftsman syle
idees. The hip roofed Macl.eod Cottage. 8 High Street, (ca 1910-1924, MHC # 229,
Photo #1) employs bungaow dements such as the degp porch and enclosing kneewadll
while usng Colonial Reviva imagery like the diamond-paned windows over the large
window of the faBade and Doric porch posts on high plinths. Holdovers from the Queen
Anne syle gopear in the complex massing and the curve of the front porch that extends
acrossthe falade

The third and smdlest group of contributing houses congmcted between 1929 and 1955
includes examples of Neo-Federd and Cgpe Cod styles. The Augustus Norton House, 67
High Street. (1929, MHC # 236, Photo # 7) was congructed on the former ste of the
Siddlinker House a 47 High Street. MHC # 149) which was moved down the dreet in
1928. Although now vinyl sded, itisan excelent example of the Neo-Federd style. Five
bayslong and two bayswide, it recapitulates the Federd form in placing the entry in the

(continued)
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central bay sheltered by a dightly dtered open portico. However, the houses
proportions, quarter fan windowflankingthe large externd chimney, paired windowsin
the centra bay of the second floor and sun porches & each end of the house place it
clearly inthe first quarter of the 2" century.

The 1942 house a 58 High Street. (MHC # 234, Photo # 8) is indicative of the suburban
domestic deveopment using the popular Cgpe Cottage idiom inthe 1940s through 1970s.

Rectangular in plan, compact in massing, symmetrica in desgn and sparing in detail, the
M2 gory cottage hes adose cropped sde-gableroof The Neo-Federd entry placed in the
centra bay of the three-bay faBade, shuttersand central chimney are important dements
in this reworking of an American iconography.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtesare currently located inthe digtrict, Stesmay be
present. Six Stes have been recorded in the generd area(within one mile), in uplands
bordering tributary dreamsof the Ipswich River and rdated wetlands. Environmenta
characterigtics of the area support the presence of ancient Native American dtesin the
district. The district indludes awell-drained, level to moderately doping glacial outwash
surface with wetlands in dose proximity to the eestem and westem endsof the district.
The eeglem end of the district lies within 1,000 feet of wetlands associated with Martins
Brook, while the westem end of the didtrict lies within 1,000 feet of Lubbers Brook.
Both Martins and Lubbers Brook are tributary streeams of the Ipswich River. Given
constmction impacts assodiated with resdentia housing inthe district and the location of
the centrd portion of the district over 1,000 feet from the nearest weflands, a moderate
potential exigts for locating significant ancient Native American resourcesin the district.

A high potentia existsfor locating historic archaeologica resourcesinthe district
beginning with Wilmington's First Period of settlement and continuing throughout the
19 century. Stmcturd evidence of a resdence, bam, outbuildings, and occupationa
related features may survive from the Richard Hamden homestead (1665) a the

(continued)
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approximate dte of 67 High Street. Similar archaeologica resources may dso survive
for 18" century farmgeads and resdencesin the digtrict dthough few have been
identified. Stmctura evidence and rdated features may exist from the Dr. Jabez Brown
House, built before 1769 nearly oppodte 14 High Stredt, possibly outside thedistrict.
Potentia 19" century Sitesin the district are more numerous than preceding periods,
reflecting increased settlement and atransformation from agricultura to primarily
resdential and somecommercid/industria use in the area In the 1950s, three 19* and
20" century houseswere reportedly moved in the district, two in regponseto constmction
of Route 93. Stmctura evidence of the original house ste and outbuildings may survive
for the housea 72 High Streat (c. 1830), moved on its ot for highway constmction. The
house a 60 High Street (1955) was aso moved from the reer of its lot for highway
constmction. Archaeologica evidence might dso survive from two earlier houses
located a the Ste of the existing housea 67 High Street. The earlier house a that
address (ca. 1888-1898) was moved prior to constmction of the existing housein 1929.
The Richard Hamden Homesteed (1665) is a0 reported a that address Archaeol ogical
evidence of 19" century commerciad/indugtrial Stesmay dso exis in the district. The
William Townsend House (ca. 1851-52) a 31 High Strest and the James Eames House
(ca 1852) a 32 High Street were both built by shoemeakerswho may have conducted
their tradesin their homes or adjacent outbuildings. Stmctura evidence of outbuildings
and the contents of occupationa-reated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exis that
contain evidence of shoemeking activities. The gte of the C. S Harriman Tannery,
formerly the Perry, Cutler and Co. Tannery (1856), demoalished in 1950, is located on
Middlesex Avenue a the Boston and Maine Rail tracks outsde the district. The Ste of a
railroad depot, indicated on the mep of 1856, is a0 located outsde thedistrict.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihlingraphir.al Refftrpnres

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance
ca 1851-1953

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Sylvester Woodward

George Fall

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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Narrative Statement of Significance, High Street Historic District

The High Strest Historic Digtrict regpresentsthe transformation from an agricultural to
primarily resdentia use a about the mid-19'~ century. Concurrently, the land was transferred
from large landholders to village householders 0 visibly that it gained the name"New City"
(thefirst " City" being the relatively densdy settled agricultura node & Buck's Comer) in
recognition of the new, more urban settlement pattem. Seven houseswere erected in Gresk
Reviva and Italianate desgns, of which six remain. Houses continued to be built between
1881 and 1955 reflecting Wilmington's growth, but the densty of the mid-19*" century
devdopment makesafocus for the neighborhood. Three houseswere moved, two to
accommodate Highway 133 in the 1950s Thedistrict retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association and meats Nationa Regider criteria
A and Conthelocal level.

Richard Hamden, one of Wilmington's earliest settlers, built ahouse on High Street about
1665, probably on the gpproximate Ste of 67 High Street, (MHC # 236) and acoessed from
Wobum Street. The house may have stood until the 1860s The Town formally laid out High
Street between 1794 and 1831. The only house shown on the street in 1831 beonged to Dr.
Jebez Brown, the town's sole doctor during the Revolutionary War. It was built by Samud
Wright and sold to Dr. Brown in 1769 with forty acres Heavily renovated in the High
Victorian Stylein the 1850s or 1860s, it was located nearly oppodte 14 High Strest and was
demolished in the 1950s and new houses were condructed on the Site,

In 1835-1836 the Andover and Wilmington Rail Road Corporation consgmcted aline west of
High Stret that became the Boston and Mane Rall Road Co. in 1845. A depot a the junction
of Middlesex Avenueisindicated on the mgp of 1856. It may have been this trangportation
improvement or smply demand from a dow-growing non-agrarian middle dassthat opened
High Street to the residentid development.

In 1850, the land on the north Sde of the dreet from 26 High Street, (MHC # 154) westward
to Middlesex Avenuewas owned by the heirs of William Blanchard, Esquire, Wilmington's
richest man and largest landowner. From 32 High Stret (MHC # 152) eesward to Wobum
Strest was owned by Jonathan Hamden, afarmer. The south Sde of the street was the

(continued)
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property of Albert Hamden and members of the Blanchard family. The Blanchards and
Carters, who were rdated by marriage, and the Hamdens began selling acrelotsabout 1851.
Thelotson the north sde were 20 rods desp (gpproximately 370 feet) by between 8 and 10
rods dreet frontage (gpproximately 132'-165"). Seven new houses had been congmcted by
1856.

Five of the houseswerebuilt in the short period between 1851 and 1853. At leedt four of these
first owners were members of old and large Wilmington families. The William and Hannah
Hamden House, 40 High Street, (MHC #151) was sold when the couple, then part of the
exodus from Wilmington to the richer farming country of Wisconsin, solditin 1866to Civil
War veteran George W. Siddinker. The Siddinker family remained in the housefor fifty-five
years and cameto control mogt of the land onthe west end of High Street. William
Townsend, the first owner of 31 High Street, (MHC #153, Photo # 2) was a shoemaker. He
sold the houseto Rev. JoshuaBuffam of Lowell in 1870. JamesEames || of 32 High Stret
(MHC # 152) was ds0 ashoemakea. Heand Townsend purchased land with othersin the
trade in the late 1840s

SlasBuck'sca 1852 house a 42 High Street. (MHC # 150, Photo #4) remained in his family
until 1894 whenit was sold by foreclosure. Charles, atrader and Town Clerk in 1860-1861,
and Mary Jane (Blanchard) Carter had their housea 14 High Street. (MHC # 155, Photo # 1)
constmcted about 1853. The land was owned by Mary Jangs family and sold to the couple
only after the settlement of her parent's edatesin 1858. Charles brother William, who bought
it in 1863, was treeaurer of the Boston & Maine Railway in the 1870s and 1880s The last of
this group, 26 High Street, was congmcted ca 1855-1856 for the James P. Morton family
(MHC # 154, Photo #3).

After thefirst building impetusof the 1850s no constmction in the district occurred until
perhaps the 1880s Approximately five to seven houseswere built in the district between 1890
and 1915 when Wilmington's population doubled, reaching 2,330. Most of the development
occurred a the west end of High Street on land owned by the numerous Siddlinker family.
George W. Siddinker purchasad much of this land in 1887 but only sold to non-family
members in the first decadesof the 20™ century. Siddinkerslived in 47 High Street, (MHC #

(continued)
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149) when it was located on the present Ste of 67 High Street, (MHC # 236) and a 57 High
Street, (MHC #148). Thomas T. Sddinker planned atwenty-four-lot subdivisonin 1914
aong apgper dreet a the gpproximate location of Fox Run Drive that was acogpted by the
Town in 1989.

The Harriman-MacLeod bungdow a 8 High Street, (MHC # 229, Photo # 1) was probably
built ca 1910-1924 for Cdeb S Harriman, owner of the C. S Harriman Tannery, formerly the
Perry, Cutler and Co. Tannery (1856) on Middlesex Avenue a the Boston and Manerall
tracks. Making leaether used for Union Army shoes during the Civil War, the tannery became
the town's largest busness. It dosed in 1950 and was demolished. Harriman deaded the land
to his daughter and son-in-law in 1924. The bungdow may have bean built with the mortgage
Gladys Harriman MacLeod obtained in 1924, though from stylistic evidence the house was
dready standing.

Cdeb Harriman was d<0 involved in the mortgage of the ca 1913 bungaow a 56 High
Street, (MHC #233) for his dose busness assodate J. Arthur Taylor. Taylor wes Meesurer
of Leather for the Town in 1900. Arthur Blake, another Harriman busness assodiate, lived
next door & 54 High Street. (MHC # 232) on alot he purchesed in 1910 from Thomes
Siddinker before his subdivison plan was drawn. Thus, while the tannery did not gppear to
have been the impetus to build on High Street inits earliest development, itdid play arole in
the constmction of homesherein the early 20* century.

After buying the lot & 67 High Street and moving the housethen on it to 47 High Street
Augudgus Norton built his new housethere in 1929, possibly the third house on the site.
Congmcted just before the Depresson, it was the last to be erected in the district until 1942.
Mr. Norton traveled for an insurance company and grew crops for family consumption on the
large lot. The house has remained in the Norton-Nellson family. The loca newspgper owners
and unofficial town historians, two generaions of this family have been active in reseaerching
and publishing articles on the town's historic resources.

Improved automobile accessin the form of Route 1:98 congtmcted 1958-1960 impacted the
district. The house a 60 High Street (1955, MHC # 235) was moved from the reer of its lot

(continued)
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during the constmction of the highway. Suburban development surrounding the district
quickened with the acogptance of Linda Road in 1955 and Fox Run Drive in 1989. More
recently, houssswere constmcted on dog-leg lots excluded from the district and another well
st back onthe lot a 20 High Street. (1989, MHC # 230).

Architectural Significance

Theca 1851-1852 sde-gable William Hamden Cottage. 40 High Street. (MHC # 151) isthe
only example of this Gresk Revival, fiill recessad porch typein Wilmington. Just as unique
were the four narrow, degply carved quatrefoil columnsthat formerly supported the roof
Also unusud isthe placement of the d9de ell parald to the house and connecting to a former
outbuilding.

The housssa 31 High Street (MHC # 153), 32 High Strest (MHC # 152), and 26 High Strest
(MHC # 154) possessa common distinctive feature that combines open eaves with araking
comice that curves to join the wide comerboards in an arched, dmost Gothic Revival motif
We know that James P. Morton of 26 High Street copied the design of 32 High Street located
next door when he instmcted Sylvester Woodward, his housewright, that "the style and
quality of finish (to be) the same as John Eames House' [quotedin Feiffer, #C-154, 1977].
Morton further specified that the builder complete the frame but leave much of the interior
unfinished.

Another of the first sx houses known to have been built by ahousewright isthe Charles H.
Carter House. 14 High Stret, (ca 1853, MHC # 155, Photo # 1). It too was to be basad on a
previous design of a housethe builder, George Fall of Maiden, had constmcted. In this case
the Carter house was to be built with squareingtead of curved staircases and without brackets.
The changes may relate to cost or to maintaining amore Gresk Reviva than Itdianate

gopearance.

The houseshbuilt in the digtrict in the late 19" to the mid-20"" centuries are all good examples

of their styles. Particularly distinctive isthe boldfieldstonekneawall of the porch that wrgps
the ca 1895 Siddinker House. 57 High Street. (MHC # 148, Photo # 6) the strong Craftsman
design of the housea 54 High Street. (MHC # 232) and the bungaow a 56 High Street.

(MHC #233). Another bungdow a 8 High Street. (MHC # 229, Photo #1) ismore eclectic in

(continued)
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its combination of Queen Anne, Colonia Revival, and Craftsman formsand desgn
vocabularies.

The well-preserved and maintained agpect of severd of these houses plays an important part
in their architectura significance. Notable are the earliest remaining housesa 26 High Stre=t,
(MHC # 154, Photo # 3), 31 High Street. (MHC #153, Photo # 2) and 42 High Street, (MHC
# 150, Photo #4) and the later 8 High Strest (MHC # 229, Photo # 1), 56 High Street (MHC #
233), 57 High Street (MHC#148, Photo # 6}, 58 High Street (MHC # 234) and 67 High Street
(MHC #236).

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Wilmington are poorly documented,
any surviving gtes could be significant. Ancient Stesin this areamay contribute important
information relating to pattems of Native settlement and subsslencein the interior [pswich
River drainage, an areathat is poorly documented when compared to more coadd locaes.
Native Stesin this areamay contain information that indicates the seesond, functional, and
socio/political role of Steslocated dong interior tributary dreamsand wetlands, with larger
dteslocated dong the Ipswich River and coadd aress within the Ipswich drainege.

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to contribute detailed
information on the socid, cultural, and economic pattemsthat characterized the High Street
Historic District's transformation from agricultural landuse beginning in the 17" century to
primarily resdentia landuseinthe mid-19" century. Potentia stmctural evidence from the
Richard Hamden homestead (1665), one of the earliest settlementsin Wilmington, may
contribute vauable evidence on the town's first period of settlement including the layout of
Firgt Period farms, architecturd features of First Period buildings, and generd life in
Wilmington and in the High Streat District during the period when an agricultural economy
characterized settlement in the town. While farmsteads and resdences may exist in the

(continued)
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district dating to the 18* century, aperiod aso characterized by an agricultural economy, no
definite Steswithin the district haveyet to be identified. One gSite, the Dr. Jabez Brown
House (pre 1769), is described as nearly opposte 14 High Street. Potentid archaeologicd
evidence a that ste may contribute important information relating to 18* century medical
practices and technologies and life in Wilmington. Stmctura evidence from resdences
outbuildings, and detailed andyss of the contents from occupationd-rd ated festures may do
contribute important information relating to 19" century life in the district andits
transformation from agricultural to resdentid landuse. Additional documentary resserch
combined with the abdove information may contribute important information on the economic
role of shoemaking in the district and potentid relationshipswith the nearby C. S Harriman
Tannery. Historical and archaeologicd information might dso be available indicating the
extent that resdencesin the district were ussd as housing for tannery owners or workers. The
above information may help clarify the role of local industry in the district's transformation to
resdential landuse.

(end)



E\tlF’LSJ)r»rml 10.90«.a OMB Appmal No. 1014-00I1

United States Department of the Interior

Nationd Pak Savice

National Register of Historic Haces
Continuation Shet N

Wilmington (Middlesex), MA
Sation number A P #

9. Major Bibliographical References

Maps:

Town of Wilmington Thompson, Samud 1794.
Town of Wilmington Edmund Parker 1831
Map of Middlesex County ~ Walling, Henry F. 1857
Atlas of Middlesex County Bears F. W. 1875
Atlas of Middlesex County Walker, GeorgeH. and Co. 1839
Fan of Lots, N. Wilmington illegible 1919

Belonging to T. Siddlinker

Town of Wilmington Dept. of Public Works? 1936
Map of Wilmington AldenN. Eames Surveyor 1953
Map of Wilmington Whitman and Howard 1955
Wilmington (in 1775) Murray, James 1977
People and Points of Wilmington Hist. Comm. 199?

Interest in Wilmington

Public Records and Sources

Pfeiffer, Brian, Historic Resources Inventorv of Wilmington. MHC, 1977.
Massachusetts Historical Commisison, Recormaisance Survey Report, Wilmington, 1981.
North Middlesex County Registry of Deeds Deadsand Flans

Town of Wilmington, Vauation, 1855.

Town of Wilmington Annua Reports. 1897, 1900, 1935,

Published Materials

Bond Collection, Photogrgphs, clippings, €tc.

Conklin, Edwin, Middlesex Countv and Its People, Vol. |1, Lewis, 1927.

Deming, Henry, R., Historical Sketch: Growth and Progress of Wilmington, Sub-committee of the 200*
Anniversary Committee, Boston, 1930.

Hurd, Hamilton, D., History of Middlesex Countv. J. W. Lewis, Philadelphia, 1890.

Kely, JanesE., Wilmington Records: Births Marages and Degths, Lovell, 1898.

Lainhart, Ann S (compiler), Massachusetts Census 1855-1865. Boston, 1985.

(continued)



OMB Approvad No. 10240011

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet gk Gk A TM
Wilmington (Middlesex), MA

Section number 9 Pege 2

Noyes, Rev. Danid P.. Wilmington: Historica Addet? Cochrane & Saitipsuu. Bud_uii. 1881.

McKie, Madelyn, "Y esterday, Today and Tomorrow".

Passmore Addl C, "Sdected Eighteenth Century Wilmington Historical Sites', Wilmington Historical
Commission, 1976.

Passmore Addl C, "250th Anniversary, Wilmington, Massachusetts', Hampshire Press, Wilmington,
1930.

Pasamore Add C, "The Story of Hamden Tavern™.
Wilmington Rotary Park, Inc., Wilmington's 225* Anniversary: 1730-1955.

Other Sources
Interviews with Stuart Neilson and Larz F. Neilson

(end)



High Street HP IVliddlesex.MA
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approx. 16.5 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 323000 4715400 3.19 323500 4715320
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 323480 4715460 4. 19 323000 4715340
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
. See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Praparftri Ry
name/title Heli Meltsner, consultant with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date August 2003
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone  671-727-R47Q
city or town BoalOD state MA .Zip code 02125

Adriitional Doriinnentafion
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name  multiple
street & number. . telephone.

city or town. , State. . Zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
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10. High Street Boundary Justiflcation

The boundaries of the High Strest Higtoric District have been sdected to encompess
those historic resourcesretaining architectura integrity within the visualy and physicaly
endosad soeceof High Street located between Middlesex Avenue-Sdlem Street (Route
62) and the point near Route 93 where High Streat makes a sharp bend southward. On
the west this portion of High Streat isvisualy defined by the mgjor traffic artery Route
62, which bisects High Strest and cuts of f the High Stret Historic District from historic
building to the west. On the eadt the abrupt southward bend makes avisual barrier.

Historic development begun in the mid-nineteenth century continued through the first
half of the twentieth century but most of the historic development occurred on the north
dde of the greet with afew exceptions that have been included. Thisacocounts for the
uneven southem boundary. Lot lines have been used to define the boundaries except
where contemporary dog-leg lots a 20A and 20R High Strest have allowed recently
congtructed housss to be sat back 0 far back on their lotsas to be visually inaccessble.
Here the boundary was extended from the adjacent lot parale to High Street <0 asto
place those houses outsde the boundary.

(end)



147

MAP/LOT

96-7

96-8
9%6-A
96-10
9%6-11

96-13
951

87-6A
95-2
953
87-6C
954

95-5A
87-6E

95-6

TOTAL RESOURCES 23

STREET ADDRESS

8 High Stret

14 High Street
20 High Stret
22 High Stret
26 High Stret

31 High Stret
32 High Stret

40 High Street
42 High Street

47 High Street
54 High Stret
56 High Stret
57 High Stret
58 High Strest

60 High Stret
67 High Strest

72 High Stret

Contributing buildings 21

HIGH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
WILMINGTON (Middlesex), MA
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

HISTORIC NAME

Harriman-MacLeod House

Charles Carter House
Anderson House

William Morton House
cariage bam

William Townsend House
barn

Jonathan Eames 11 House

William Harnden House
Silas Buck House
gaage
Sidelinker/Norton House
Arthur Blake House
John A. Taylor House
Siddlinker House

gaage

Augustus Norton House

gaege
C.B. Carleeon House

cariage bam

DATE
ca 1910-24

ca 1853

1989

ca 1881-1900
ca. 185556
late 19”c.

ca 1851-52
ca 1850s

ca 1852

1851-52
ca 1852

ca 1830

Noncontributing buildings 2

STYLE STATUS

Bungdow/ B C
Colonia Reviva
Grek Revivd B
Contemp. RenchB N
QuenAnne B
GrRev/Itd. B
B
Grek Revivd B
B
Gregk Reviva/ B
Gothic Reviva
Grek Revivd B
Grek Revivd B
B
Queen Anne B
Crafts/Col Rev B
Crafts/Bungaow B
QA/Col Revivd B

Cepe

ONQ]

Coe
Neo-Federd

Quean Anne

O WoOWmw @
0000 0000000 OO0 000000
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PHOTOGRAPHS

HIGH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
Wilmington
Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Photographer Heli Mdtsner

Dae Decamber 10, 2001

Negative location Massechusatts Higtorical Commission, 220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

1. Stregscgpe Charles Carter House, 14 High Stregt looking northwest
Harriman-MacLeod House, 8 High Strest & reer

2. William Townsend House, 31 High Stregt looking southeest

3. William Morton House, 26 High Strest looking northesst

4. Silas Buck House, 42 High Street looking northeest
Arthur Blake House, 54 High Street a rear

5. John A. Taylor House, 56 High Street looking northeest

6. Sidedinker House, 57 High Street looking southeest

7. AugustusNorton House, 67 High Strest looking southeest

8 58 High Strest looking northwest

John A. Taylor House, 56 High Strest & reer
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

M assachusatts Historical Commission
October 6, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW  8"'floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:

High Stregt Historic Digtrict, Wilmington (Middlesex), MA
The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

We request an expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: Heli Métsner, consultant
Kathleen Black Reynolds, Wilmington Historical Commission
Robert J. Cain, Wilmington Board of Sdectmen
Lynn Duncan, Planning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state. ma.us/sec/mhc



