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7. DESCRIPTION
Introduction

Parker Village (dso called Parkerville) deveoped in the Colonial Period as afarming neighborhood, settled in
part by membersof the Parker family who came from Westford's parent town of Chelmsford. The district
comprises approximately 33 acresof fields, forest and resdentia yards. It isbounded on the esst by the 1787
Parker Village Schoolhouse a 2 Griffin Road (MHC 125) and on the west by the Balch House a 246
Concord Road (MHC 126). Concord and Carlide Roadsform the principal eest-west axis of the agricultural
district. A triangular lobe expandsthe areato the north viathe westem end of Old Lowell Road. Topographical
relief isminimal, providing expansve views acrossfiel dsplanted inhay. Architectural resourcesinclude 9
historic resdences and two former schoolhousesfrom the Federdl and Late hidustrial Periods. Five modem
housssaso exist. Four former farmhouses have assodated bams

Architectural styles include Federd, Victorian Eclectic, Colonid Revival, Bungaow, and Cgpe Cod. Buildings
are located on parcdsfrom one-half to sx acresand are primarily wood-framed, athough two brick examples
exist. Some synthetic materials, such as adbestosand vinyl dgpboards have been gpplied to historic buildings.
The Colonia Period Pioneer Burial Ground, containing seven grave markers, occupiesthe comer of Old Lowell
and Carlide Roads. An historic granite Sgn post, minus the actua sign board, survives a the comer of Concord
and Carlide Roads. Stonewalls and post and rail fences line some edges of the roadsand fields. Resources ae
scattered among farm fields aong the 3/4-mile Concord/Carlide Road corridor which correspondsto a segment
of State Route 225. The segment of Old Lowell Road in the digtrictis aless busy, narrower, road lined with
prominent donewalls. Atleast two of the historic architectural resources, 253 and 254 Concord Road, have
been dtered with ssmctural additions and the addition of vinyl siding. Three barnswere demolished during the
2" century. The villageretainsintegrity of design, feeling, association, materias and workmanship which
makes this one of the town's best presarved agricultura districts, in contragt to the Graniteville, Forge Village
and Brooksde industrial districts and the resdentia and civic district of Westford Center, all of which are ether
listed on the National Register or are pending.. ,

Architectural Resources

o' 1 Ko

) y'
The oldest building in Parker Village isthe Federd-style Parker Village Schoolhouse#1 (MHC 125), located
on the comer of Carlide Road and Griffin Road. Built around 1787 of brick and wood, the former school
retains much of itsoriginal design intent. 1t was the subject of arestoration in the early 1990s. The main block,
which faces Carlide Road, isafront-gabled, 1 /2-gory, two by two-bay form with ahipped porch atached to the
facade. The upper floor isenlarged by apair of gabled dormers. Windowsare primarily 2/2 double-hung sseh
with some 6/6 saeh. Decorative dements include the molded piers supporting the front porch and molded
comice a the eave. The mainblock isbuilt of brick with wood-framed gable endsclad in wood dapboards.

(continued)
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Theroof is agphdt shingles and the foundation is cut granite. The plan of the main block is expanded by areer
ell of one ory that extendsdong GriffinRoad. Theell iswood congtruction clad in wood clgpboards. A brick
chimney rises from the roof ridge of the ell. Windowsin the ell are 2/2 double-hung ssehwith a least one
example of a modem 88 saeh. The atached 1 /2-gory bam isbuilt perpendicular to the main block and the ell.
The bam isclad in wood shingles laid in sagger-butt pattem. Windows in the facade of the bam are 4/4
double-hung saeh, while avehicle door and hay mow door fill the other openings. The former schoolhouse hes
beenin use as aresdence, possbly snce the 18 century, and certainly ance the 19*. A low Sone retaining
wall linesthe property's front and eest 9de yards. The building iswell-maintained, (photo 8)

The Wayland Balch House a 246 Concord Road (MHC 126) was built of brick with dements of the Federd
dylearound 1810. Itisafive by onebay, sde-gabled, 2/2-gory building with a2/2-gory perpendicular €l a
the west Sde that crestes an L-shaped plan. One-gtory, wood-framed ells are atached to the west and north
(reax) elevations. Two garage doors fill openings in the shed-roofed west Sde ell. The north el islit by aband
of double-hung sash. The L-shgped main block isbuilt of brick with wood trim a the comice and window
slls. Cut granite lintels are over the first story windows and center entry. Windows in the facade have 6/6
double-hung saeh. The window over the front entry is enlarged with sidelights, as are thosein the eest and west
dde walls. Decorative dements condst of the symmetrica fenedtration pattem on the facade, granite lintels, the
shallow molded comice a the eave and sddights a the front entry. The foundationisbuilt of cut granite and
the roof is clad inagphdt shingle. Brick chimneys rise from the west Sde of the roof and the rear (north) ell.
The detached bam in the back yard isafront gambrel form, clad in wood clgpboards, built in the early 20*
century. The facade, which ressmblesthe barn a 76 Carlide Road, is2A gories in height with acoess to the
ground floor through avehicle door. Other openings are filled with double-hung saeh. The houseiswell-
maintained and is a significant architectura component of the district, (photo 4)

The James Madison Parker House a 85 Carlisle Road isaVictorian Eclectic style resdence built around
1850. The main block of the house comprises the westem segment of the facade. Thisisafront-gabled, 1 72
dory, three by two-bay form with ahipped porch covering the sde-hal entry. A brick chimney risesfrom the
rooflineof the westem block. A sde-gabled el of one story expands the planto the east and isaccessed by a
door with amodem triangular hood. The ell connectsto a 1 72 ory, front-gabled bam with arolling vehicle
door on the ground floor and fixed sashin the gable pesk. The front-gabled bam isenlarged a the eest by a
ssoond atached sde-gabled bam, dso of V2 Sories. Swinging doors give acoess to the interior. The entire
building is clad in wood dapboards. Windows haveall been replaced with modem 1/1 double-hung sseh.
Omament consgtsof the gable retums, pilasters and molded trim in the front gabled house and bam. Additional
brick chimneys rise from the roofsof the ell and second bam. The houseiswell maintained and retains its
original form, (photo 2)

The ca 1850 Victorian Eclectic style farmhouse a 254 Concord Road isasde-gabled, 2/2 ory, five by one-
bay form with aperpendicular rear addition and an €l built on the eest devation paralld to the main block. The
houseis distinguished by its rhythmic fenestration and recessad center entry with sddights and comice.
Windows have 2/2 and 2/1 double-hung sseh. Walls are clad in vinyl dagpboards, the roof in agphdt shingles

(continued)
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and the foundationis built of cut granite. Brick chimneys rise from the west elevation and from the roof ridge
of theell. Theell is 12 sories with frieze windows dong the front elevation. No frieze or other evidence of
Gresk Revival syle detail isin existence, dthough thesewindows may indicate an earlier constmction date for
thisportion of the house. A 2 2 story, front-gabled bam wes atached to the eest wall of the ell until stmctural
deterioration forced itsdemolition inca 1995. A detached shed exigs eedt of the housenear theroad. Itisa
one story, sde-gabled form, built in the early 2 century. Exterior walls are clad in wood dagpboards. A single
door and two double-hung windowslight the south elevation and avehicle door gives aoocess on the west. The
dhed issimilar informto the one a 76 Carlide Road. The house and shed are infair condition, (photos 1, 6)

The house a 253 Concord Road isaVictorian Eclectic style resdence with modem additions. The historic
front-gabled, three by two-bay form, built around 1865, is 2/2 sories high. Accessisthrough the recessed Sde-
hall entry. Windowsare 6/6 double-hung sash. Decorative dements on the facade include the gable retums,
comer pilasters and amolded comice. Thetwo-story, sde-gabled addition a the east elevation, with columns
supporting the integral porch, was added in 1969. The 2/2 story addition in the rear was added in the 1990s.
The houseis clad in wood dagpboards, the roof in asphdt shingles and the foundation is built of cut granite and
concrete. Sonewallsexist in the Sde and back yards to separate the property from surrounding farm fields.
While the house hes been enlarged significantly during the Modem Period, the Victorian Eclectic style block
retains its desgn integrity. Like the house across the dreet a 254 Concord Road, this house had abam atached
to itseedt 9de. It was destroyed in the Sgptember, 1938 hurricane according to aformer owner.

The Otis Parker Farmhouse a& 76 Carlisle Road isaca 1870 Victorian Eclectic style resdencewith alarge
atached bam. The main block of the house isafront-gabled, two-story, three by three-bay form with aside-hall
entry on the eet 9de of the facade. Walls are clad in wood dapboards, the roof in asphat shingles, and the
foundationisbuilt of cut granite. Ornament includes the corner pilasters, molded cornice and recessed entry
with sddights. Windows are 6/6 double-hung sseh. A one-gory, sde-gebled ell expandsthe plan to the eedt.
Little architectura detail ornaments this portion of the house. Gabled and shed-roofed dormers enlarge theell
and a shed roofed porch covers a sscondary entry. The eedt end of the ell atachesto the three-gtory front
gambra bam, clad in novelty board. Openings in the bam facade, which is similar inform to the bam a 246
Concord Road, contain rolling doors and fixed bam-type sash onthe ground floor. Fixed and double hung seeh
fill the openings above. A detached shed built in the early 20* century, located in front of the bam neer the
drest, isafront-gabled, one-story form with swinging doors to acoess the interior. The Sde devations of the
shed ae lit by fixed sseh and the foundation is built of concrete. The shed is smilar informto the one a 254
Concord Road. A pog and rail fence linesthe front yard. The house, barn and shed are well-maintained and
contribute agreat ded to the agricultural gppearance of the neighborhood,  (photo 7)

The Parker Village Schoolhouse #2 (MHC 110) isa 1 /2-gory, three by four-bay, front-gabled form builtin
1880 in the Victorian Eclectic style. Itisrectangular in form with aone-gory ell a the southeest elevation. A
one-gtory hipped porch, supported by four pogtswith decorative brackets, is atached to the facade. The
building is Sded with wood clgpboard, the roof is sheathed in agphdt shingles, and the foundationisbuilt of cut
granite. Omament a the eavesconddsof afrieze and short gable retums. Wall trim takes the form of wood

(continued)
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quoins. Four 6/6 double-hung saeh on the sde wallsare trimmed with flat hood moldings. An entry islocated
a each 9de of the facade with a double-hung sash between. A recessad pand with flat hood molding is located
a the center of the gable a the second story. A brick chimney is atached to the rear elevation and a meta
ventilator with pyramidal hipped roof is a the center of the ridgeline. A fence of granite posts and wood rails
linesthe parking lot a the street. The building was restored as a schoolhouse museum in the mid 1990s ad
remains inexcdlent condition. Itsste, & the comer of Carlide and Concord Roads, is aprominent one in the
district, (photo 3) i

The Bungalow a 78 Carlisle Road was built around 1930. Itisaone-dory ridge-hipped formwith els & both
the eest and west dlevations. Exterior wals are clad in wood shingles. Windows are modem vinyl sssh. The
foundation is mortaredfiel dstonewith aconcrete cgp. Two brick chimneys rise fromthe roofline. The
moderatdy well-maintained houseis shielded from view by the densegrowth of lilacs.

The house a 66 Carlisle Road isa2/2 sory, Sde-gebled Colonia Reviva style desgn from the 1940s The
Cape Cod house a 257 Concord Road was ds0 built around this time.

Other Resources

The Pioneer Cemetery islocated a the southwest comer of Carlide and Old Lowell roads and occupies
approximately 500 square feet. 1t comprises seven unmarked sones, two omamenta hemlock trees, aflag pole
and sonewallsa the edges A signreeds"Early 1700sBurying Ground Here lies buried members of the
Parker & Corey families, James Symons, an Indian, and other early settlers’ The gonesare arranged in two
short rowswith mounds of moss-covered earth between.

A stone bridge over Nonsat Brook exists south of the junction of Concord and Carlide Roads Accessisviaa
driveway that originally sarved as adirt lane to afarm field. The bridge has a goan of approximatedly five feet.
Fedsone dabslaid overfiel dstoneabutments provide ssmctura support. Additional courses of Sone aop the
dabsdevate the smcture to the level of the lane as it begins itsrise to the field to the south. The bridgeis
located on the property of the modem housea 77 Carlide Road.

At the comer of Concord and Carlide Roadsis aten-foot granite post formerly used as asign pod. Boltsto
hold the sign remain but no signisin evidence. Other granite resourcesinclude the many stonewallsbuilt of
fieldstone that line Concord, Carlide and Old Lowell roedsthroughout the district. Wallson Old Lowell Road
contributed to its being designated a Scenic Road by the town.

Concluson

The landscgpe of Parker Village continues to bear evidence of its agricultura past. Rolling green expanses of
hay fields surround the 19" century former agricultural resdences Pod and rail fences accompany some sone
walls dong the field edges. Horses continue to graze infieldson Carlide Road and Old Lowell Road. The

(continued)
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mogt significant changein Parker Villagein the 20 century hes been the cessation of dmogt all farm activity.
No cows, chickens, hogsor goples are raised in the digtrict today dthough hay baling continues. Other changes
include the constmction of 6 non-agricultura resdencessnce 1950. Thelossin themid 1990sof the large
bam a 254 Concord Road signifies the chdlenges facing farm owners in thisincreasingly suburban town.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes have been recorded in the Parker Village Historic District or in the
generd area(within one mile), Stesmay be present. Environmental characteristics of the district indicate the
presence of locationd criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor many typesof
ancient gtes. Most of the district is represented by well drained, level to moderatdly doping topography, neer a
variety of wetland sources. Nonset Brook, severd unnamed tributary sreams, smadl ponds, and rdated wetlands
are located within 1000 feet of the proposed district. The entire arealies wdthin the
Concord/Assabet/Merimack River dranage. Given the above information and known patterns of ancient
Native American settlement in the drainage noted above, ahigh potentia exigts for locating ancient Native
American resourcesin the digtrict.

A high potential dso exigs for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. Colonia settlement in
the Parker Village Historic District occurred after the road from Chelmsford to Groton was completed in 1663.
Portions of that road later became the Concord/Carlide Road segment of the district. Parker Village wes
reported settled by membersof the Parker Family in the 17¢ century. Additional historical reseerch combined
with archaeologica survey and testing may locate structural evidence of homesteeds and occupationa related
features dating to the 17" century. No examples of sattlement during this period have yet to be identified in the
district. During the 18* century, farmsteads have been identified and additional examples may dso exist.
Documentary research and archaeologica testing may locate components of the Proctor Farm (ca. 1700)
originally located neer the ste of 76 Carlide Road. The Proctor Farm is shown on amep printed inan 1833
Westford town history depicting the tovrain 1730. The same map illustrates another house, reported to be the
Samud Chamberlain House, located within the triangle of land formed by the Old Lowell, Carlide and Concord
Roads. The gppearance and time of demoalition for the Chamberlain House is unknown though it may have
exiged until a leest the mid-19* century. Archaeologica evidence might aso survive from the Minot Farm
(1723) formerly located a the comer of Texasand Carlide Roadsacrossfrom 85 Carlide Road. The Minot
Farm, which may have contained simctural characteristics consstent with a garrison house, bumed inca 1913.
Extant buildingsin the district might aso contain ssmctural evidence of earlier homes, outbuildings and
occupationd related features in the grounds surrounding the smcture. Stmctural evidence of outbuildings and
occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exist on the grounds surrounding the Parker Village
Schoolhouse (1787) a the comer of Carlide and Griffin Roads. Archaeological evidence may adso exist
indicating the use of the schoolhouse as aresdence snce the 18 century. Archaeologica resources should
aurvive a the gte of the Pioneer Burial Ground (ca. 1750) located on Carlide Road. Unmarked graves,
gravestones and other funerary related artifacts may exist within and around the boundaries of the cemetery.

(continued)
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Other homesin the district reported to be built in the early to mid-19* century may dso contain evidence of
earlier homesontheir lotsand in their constmction. While many, if not most of the district's 19* century
homes are still extant, stmctural evidence of resdences, bams, outbuildings, and occupationd related features
may survive as archaeologica dtes and with existing structures.  Cartographic evidence from various sources
indicate potential 19* century house Stes near 78 Carlide Road and west of the house a 253 Carlide Road.
Stmctura evidence of bamsmay a0 exist with extant 19* century resdencesand 18*/19* century
archaeologicd stes. Bams are known to have bumed or been demolished & aca 1810 brick farmhouse a 246
Concord Road, the 1850 farmhouse a 254 Carlide Road and the 1865 house a 253 Concord Road.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Parker Village Historic district in Westford, MA is eligiblefor the National Regider of Historic Faces a
the local level. It meatscriterion A for its assodiation with trendsin agriculture, crop production, and raising
livestock from the 17* through the 20* centuries. The district megtscriterion C for its embodiment of
distinctive desgn characterigicsvisiblein the smple Federd-syle brick buildings and the Victorian-style
dements omamenting wood-framed buildings. Surviving landscgpe components such as farmfi el dsand sone
walls reinforce the historic gppeasrance. The period of significance beginsin 1663 with the completion of the
road from Chelmsford to Groton, which later became the Concord/Carlide Road ssgment inthe district. The
th

period ends with the transformation of Parker Village in the mid 20 century from an agriculture-based village
economy to aresidential node on the modem commuter route toward Boston.

Introduction

Parker Village, located about one mile south of the Westford Center Historic District [NR 1998], was settled in
the 17* century by membersof the Parker family who migrated to the district from Wobum via Chelmsford,
Westford's parent town. Other Chelmsford resdents occupied the vicinity as well, generating apopulation of
agpproximately five familiesin the mid 18* century. At that time, according to the 1883 town history, the area
was called Nonesuch after the brook by that nerme (the nerme of the brook aso gppearsas Nonset). Population
increased to around 9 families by the mid 19* century, a leest four of which were named Parker. Nearly all
resdentswere involved full time in agriculture whilea smal number of others adopted work such as butchering
and trading.

While it lacked industrial or commercid resources such as thosefound in other partsof the town, the
neighborhood was typical of other farm villagesin the region. Early settlers occupied themsaves by raising
ubsslence crops in kitchen gardens, com and oatsfor human and livestock consumption and by growing
regiona cash crops such as fmits, particularly goplesfor cider. The Framingham and Lowell Railroad
maintained a station on their right of way one mileto the eedt a the comer of Acton and Carlide Roads Like
other sections of the town, resdents were dmaost entirely of English descent until the mid 1800swhen Irish
immigrants began to arrive.

Population of the district remained between five and ten familiesfrom the Colonial through the Industrial
Period. By 1895, however, Louisawas the only landowner named Parker who resded inthe village according
to property vauations. Agricultural activities continued hereuntil the 1970swhen the farm a 254 Concord
Road was populated with chickens, dairy cows, horses, and pigs. Hay baling operations continue in thefields.
First Settlement and Colonial Periods 1620-1775

The District was located aong the route from Chelmsford to Groton which was laid out in 1663 according to

(continued)
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Chelmsford town records quoted in the 1883 Westford town history. Thisis now part of Old Lowell, Griffin,
Carlide and Concord Roads, ssgmentsof which comprise the southem linear section of the district. 1n 1722-26,
Old Lowell Road was extended west to Concord Roed, forming the northwest triangular lobe of the district. No
buildings survive from the First Settlement Period. Genedogicd information notesthat Aaron Parker (1689-
1772) was the first member of hisfamily to live inWestford. He had afarm on Old Lowell Road % mile eedt of
the current district boundary. He and hiswife Abigail Adams Parker had 10 children, five of whom probably
remained in the tovm during the Colonial Period.

According to historical geogrgpher Douglas R. McManis, food items consumed by New England colonists
congged mainly of com, whest, rye, barley, pess axd other kitchen garden items such as onions, turnips,
carrots, cabbage, fmits, and herbs. Theseitems were in addition to the sgplesof pork and beef Oasarelisted
astypica Colonial Period anima fodder. Thesefoodstuffs correspond to censusinformation specific to Parker
Villagein the 19* century, suggesting diets and crops of areafarmers changed little over that time. McManis
adso indicates that pork-packing became an important industry soon after initial settlement and in Parker Village
may have endured into the 19* century when aresdent was specified as abutcher in the 1865 date cenaus.

According to the mep printed in the 1833 town history and purporting to depict Westford in 1730, a housewas
located within the triangle of land formed by Old Lowell, Carlide and Concord Roads, (photo 9) Thisis not the
existing house a 254 Concord Road but an earlier home occupied by Samud Chamberlain (1689-1769)
according to the historical noteswritten by 19* century Parker Village resdent May Balch and by Edwin
Ruthven Hodgman, 19* century town historian and minister. Mr. Chamberlain, an original First Parish Church
member in 1727 and sdectman in 1730, a one time ovraed mogt of the land in Parker Village. The gopearance
of hishouseand itstime of demolition are not knovra. The former Proctor Farm neexr the Site of 76 Carlide
Road is a0 represented on the map in the town history. Thishouseisdepicted in aca 1900 photo as a
Colonid-style, Sde-gabled, 2 V2 gtory form of five by threebays. Notes with the photo citeaca 1700
constmction date and datethat it was desroyed by firein 1916. Another housewas located a the east end of
the district and occupied by three generations of the Minot family. Jonathan (b. ca 1700) and Elizabeth Minot
had grandchildren who attended Harvard University and who sarved in the Revolutionary War. Their farm and
garrison, described as a"big house and bam with adouble walled room for protection againg Indian raids," was
built in 1723 according to a 1913 loca newsarticle quoted in WestfnrH Days  Thislater becamethe farm of
Gilbert Parker (b. 1796) in the 1820sand bumed in 1913. A ca 1900 photograph depicts alYi story, three-bay,
dde-gabled Colonia form with acenter brick chimney and two large detached bams. Historic photos of the
demolished farms indicate the exigence of an architectural form with design characterigtics that continued to be
built from the Colonial Period through the Early Industria Period.

The Pioneer Cemetery a the southeest comer of Old Lowell and Carlide Roads may have been cregted during
the Colonia Period as a small family plot according to amid-20* century local historian. May Balch, resdent
of the district until 1897, wrote in 1952 that the cemetery was established "in the early days' of Parker Village
history well before her childhood in the 1870s-80s No inscriptions or official written records exist conceming
the burids. Legend gates thereis amarried couple buried here and a done marking the burial of a person's
am.

(continued)
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Federal Period 1775-1830

Unlike the densdly settled village of Westford Center (MHC Area D, NR 1998) with its commerciad and civic
activities, or the developing mill villagesof Forge Village (MHC Area E, NR 2002) and Graniteville (MHC
Area F, NR 2002), Parker Village experienced only scattered resdentia and agricultural development during
the period. Ninefarmhouses were soread dong VA mile of road, an arangement that was typical for much of the
town. The 1787 Parker Village Schoolhouse #1 (MHC 125) onthe Groton to Concord Road, dso cdled the
Boston Road, (now the comer of Carlide and Griffin Roads) provided afocusfor the linear farming district.
Thismay have been built as aresdence for Aaron Parker and ussd smultaneoudy for aschool. Loca historians
indicate the brick for the school was fired on Brickyard Hill, one half-mile north of the district. Information
from the 1790 federd censusindicates six Parker householdswith atotal of 34 family membersin the entire
town. Approximately four Parker familieslived in the village. The 1830 federal censusdso lists four Parker
households.  Other families such as the Minots and Chamberlains continued to resde here.

The 1795 seriesmap depicts in Parker Village the "Road from Groton to Concord" (now State Route 225) and
the Road from "Westford to Concord” (now Carlide Road). The current Old Lowell Road, now one of four
Westford Scenic Roads, is not shown dthough it did exist as anarrow lane (itisstill narrower and less traveled
than the other two roads). No buildingsor industria installations are noted on the map within the village
athough there were four houses and assodated farm buildings from the previous period. Federd Period
devdopment in Parker Village conssted of the constmction of the 1787 Parker Village Schoolhouse #1 a 2
Griffin Road (MHC 125) and the ca 1810 brick farm house a 246 Concord Road (MHC 126). The
schoolhouse was one of four built by the town in that year. The farm housewas probably built for Timothy
Prescott (b. 1755) who lived hereuntil 1825 when he sold to the farmer George Hetcher (b. 1798). Mr.
Hetcher and his descendants occupied the housefor over 50 years. A ca 1900 photograph shows a detached
bam in the back yard built perpendicular to the existing bam that later replaced it. The form and condition of
the exterior of the older bam indicates it was probably built during the Federa Period. It was demolished or
bumed in the 20* century.

The house and school are the only two surviving examples of brick constmction in the district. The brick came
from akiln on what was locally known as Brickyard Hill, located Y2 mile north of the district. Brick
constmction israre in the town, athough in the smal district of Parker Village there are two examples that both
have Federd Period constmction dates

Early Industrial Period 1830-1870

No changes to the transportation routes occurred during the period. Concord/Carlide Road (SR 225) continued
to form the southern edgeof the district and a ssgment of Old Lowell Road the northem boundary. The number
of resdencesincreased fromfivein 1830 to nine in 1870 according to historic mgps  1n 1830, the village
consged of the brick farmhouse a 246 Concord Road (MHC 126) and the C. C. Derby, Samud Chamberlain,

(continued)
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Jonathan Minot and Proctor Houses, the last four of which have been demolished or removed. By 1870, historic
magpsindicate the addition of the housesa 253 and 254 Concord Road, 85 Carlisle Road and ahouse now
removed near 78 Carlide Road. The 1787 Parker Village Schoolhouse #1 (MHC 125) remained in use asa
schoal.

Federd censusinformation from 1850 enumerates a leest four Parker households and three other families.
George Kidder, Nahum Conant, AsaParline, as well as Gilbert, Janes M., George A. and Thomeas J. Parker all
were heedsof familiesin the village according to the 1850 cenaus. Severd employed non-family members as
hired hands. The gate censusfrom both 1855 and 1865 list two households in or near the district that contained
Irish-bom residents. 1n 1855, the O'Connors and Gallaghers lived in or near the district and included eight
Irish-bom residents. 1n 1865, the O'Toole and McEllacott (also McEUigott) familiesresided between the
Temple house on Texas Road, located south of the district and the Minot house (bumed in 1913) a the eet end
of the district. Theseimmigrant families homes are not depicted on historic mgpsand may have been

overlooked by 1855 mgpmaker Edward Symmes athough some do gppear as property owners in later tax
valuations.

Like mog of the tovm of Westford, the economy of Parker Village was basad on agriculture. Resdents were
farmersexcept for George A. Parker, abutcher who lived near 76 Carlisle Road, and his brother James
Madison Parker, occupant of 85 Carlisle Road, who was atrader of unspecified variety. Both were listed as
auch in the 1865 date census but engaged in somecrop raising as well. Nahum Conant was listed as a cooper in
the 1850 federd census. George Kidder, resdent of 253 Concord Road, wastypical of Parker Villagefarmers
a that time. Hewastaxed in 1860 for raising two dairy cows, three horsesand two oxenon 67 12 acres of
meedow and fields. Crops and produce at the Kidder farm included com, oats, pess and beans Irish (as
opposd to sweet) potatoes, butter, hay, and daughtered animas. Theseitemsweretypica for the district with
someresdents engaging in raising orchards, making cheese and raising market garden crops. After the arrival

of the Framingham and Lowell Railroad with a station one mile to the eadt, milk production among the villagers
increased drastically. George Fletcher, amore successful farmer, occupied the house a 246 Concord Road
(MHC 126). He owned 142 acres, two oxen, two cows and saven horses. The wedlthiest resdent of the village
wes Gilbert Parker, father of George A. and James M. Parker, who occupied the Minot Farm until his death in
1874. In 1860 Mr. Parker owned 215 acres, two oxen, seven cows, three horses, stock in two railroads and hed
money a interest. His estate was comparable to the town doctor and other wedlthy resdents of affluent
Westford Center (MHC AreaD). The member of the neighborhood with the lowest property valuation was
the trader James Madison Parker who lived a 85 Carlisle Road, and owned nine acres

Architecture from the Early Industrid Period includesthe Victorian Eclectic stylefarmsat 253 Concord Road,
254 Concord Road and 85 CarlisleRoad, all built between 1840-1855. Bams were built with all these homes
dthough the only example to escgpe demolition isa 85 Carlide Road.

(continued)
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Wood-framed constmction of farmhouses in the Victorian Eclectic style was common in the agricultural town
of Westford and historic examples survivein mos arees. Parker Village's Early Indudtrial architecture is
representative of these period resources and are more wel-preserved than othersin the town in termsof
materials, design, and setting.

Late Industrial Period 1870-1915

The transportation network in Parker Village was complete by 1870. The 1875 county atlas indicates that adirt
lane led south from the intersection of Carlide and Concord Roaeds to afarmfield. The lane is till in exisence,
used in part as adriveway for the housea 77 Carlide Road. The granite sign post & the corner of Carlide and
Concord Roads was erected during this period. Thetown began maintaining "guide boards’ or road 9gnsin the
189%0s

The population of Parker Village did nat change ggnificantly from the Early to Late Indudrial Periods Nine
housssand the schoolhouse exiged within the didrict in 1870. One new house, 76 Carlisle Road, was built
betwean 1870 and 1915. The 1889 Walke mgp also depicts a resdence, about which little is known, west of
the house a 253 Conocord Road. It has 9nce been demdished o removed. 1n 1874, the town built a new
digrict schoolhouse YA mile west of the 1787 Parker Village Schoolhouse #1 (MHC 125). The new
schoohouse bumed in 1880 and wasreplaced in that year with the existing Parker Village Schoolhouse #2
(MHC 110) a the comer of Carlideand Concord Roads According to annua town reports, the architect for the
new schod wasE. A. Stevens and the builder was Jonathan Larcom. Also, local higorians bdieve the
foundation aswell as somewindows and doorsfr omthe bumed building werereusad. A well was dug for the
sthodhousein 1884. Gexrge A. Parker bought the 1787 schodhousein 1874 and may have usd it to house his
butcher shop. C. H. Keyesowned the former sthod in 1889. For a shart period in the late 1890s the former
schod fundioned asa medgtingand dance hall. The South Westford Social Club ma here in 1896 and 1897 for
whig games violin musgc, dandng, refrehments, and deigh rides Activities of the dub are dexcribed in
weskly notes o medting minutes kept by May Balch, resdent of 246 Concord Road.

Economic activity continued to be based dmost completely on farming with some smal non-agricultural
operaions. For example, in 1885, the ovmer of the farm a 246 Concord Road, Wayland Balch, paidtax ona
shop of unspecified nature. Also, the town road and bridge report for that year listssMr. Balch as being paidto
repair Brick Yard Hill Road, reference to a supplementa means of income and to industrial activity carried on
just north of the district. Taxable crops commonly conssted of com, gpples, and hay. Loca resdents recall
picking berries and severd varieties of fi-uit. Other crops were surdy grown but did not gopeer in vauations.

Constmction of the stone bridge over Nonsat Brook probably took place during the period as the road along
which itislocated gopearson the alasesfrom 1875 and 1839. Accessfrom the intersection of Concord and
Carlide Roads to the largefieldsof "TexasPlain” to the south required constmction of the unpaved lane. The
narrow road survived into the late 20* century before being partially paved, graded and adgpted for ue asa

(continued)
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driveway. The ssgment with the bridge survives asa dirt lane Thebridge is on the property of the modem
housea 77 Carlide Road but was higorically assodated with the farm houseat 253 Concord Road.

Architecture from the Late Industrial Period includes the OtisW. Parker Farm at 76 Carlisle Road. The most
omeate part of the houseisthe westem end of the building which hes Victorian Eclectic-style architectura detail,
athough the ham'sfront-gambrel form gopears to have been built early in the 20* century.

The Otis Parker Farm and the Parker Village Schoolhouse #2 are indicative of the wood-framed methods of
congtruction and Victorian style desgn characteristics in exigence throughout the town. A significant loss in
terms of architecture was the ca. 1723 Minot Farm formerly located a the comer of Texasand Carlide Roads
aoossfrom 85 CarlideRoad. A 1913 newsarticlein the Westford WaH.amen laments a some length the
destmction by fire of what may have been a garrison with hidden interior chambersfor defensefromNative
Americans.

Modern Period 1915-1965

At the beginning of the Modem Period, the economy of Parker Village was an agriculture-based sysem
composed of smal farmsraising hay, com, dairy cows, gpples, chickens, and produce for local consumption.

By the mid 20* century, the district had changed to a suburban neighborhood of resdents who commuted to
jobs outsde the area. Indicativeof changesin the economy of the district was the demolition of the large
chesnut framed attached bam a 254 Concord Road. Used to house cows and hay until approximately 1980,
the bam deteriorated to the point where it could no longer be safely occupied and was taken downin 1995. The
hurricane of September, 1938 destroyed the bam a 253 Concord Road, according to aformer owner. The
Colonia Period Proctor Farm that was built neer the Ste of 76 Carlide Road in ca 1700 bumed in 1916
according to a contemporary news account. The schoolhouse a the comer of Carlide and Concord Roads
remained in use until 1928 when the district primary schools were consolidated in Westford Center (MHC
Area D). Thebuilding was later used as a dubhouse. In recent years, it has been renovated and used as aliving
cdlassroom of the early 20* century, atended by all Westfordthird graders, and as ameeting place for scouts and
other community organizations. Concord Road was caled Boston Road until the 1930s, indicating its vestigial
importance as athrough travel route.

Buildings that were constmcted during the period include the Bungaow a 78 Carlisle Road from c¢. 1930.
Thiswas constmcted by aturkey bresder named Mr. Edgar. Mr. Edgar aso constmcted two poultry brooder
housssand athree-gtory poultry bam, none of which survive. The turkey breeding operation was put out of
busnessby avimsin the 1940s  Subssquent owners named Narthorst raised gpples, berries, rabbits, bees
chickens, goats and vegetablesuntil 1957. Produce was intended for market and for home use. The bam was
destroyed by Hurricane Carol in the 1950s while the brooder houseswere demolished in the 1990s  The current

(continued)
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owner indicates the foundation of the houseand awell on the property predate constmction of t he Bungaow
and may have been parts of a previoudy existing 18* or 19* century farmhouse. The Cgpe Cod housead
atached garage a 257 Concord Road. The housea 66 Carlisle Road was built ca 1940. Housesa 68, 77,
80 and 81 Carlisle Road and 2 Old Lowell Road were buih between 1960 and 1990.

Concluson

The historical gppearance and assodiaionsof Parker Village remain intact by virtue of its surviving fieldsand
former farm houses. While some historic buildings have been dtered, many continue to bear the exterior
materials and architectura design dementsof the original constmction. The Pioneer Cemetery sarvesas the
final resting place for early settlersof the area. Some new congtruction hes occurred but not to the extreme
detriment of the existing historic fabric. Perhgps the most evocative surviving components of the village's past
ace thefieldsand gonewallsthat linethe sdes of Concord, Carlide and Old Lowell Roads throughout the
district and the Parker Village district schoolhouse which servesas aliving museum and dso still sarvesas a
focal point for local events.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Westford are poorly understood, any surviving Stes
could be significant. Ancient Stesin this areamay hdp document the regiond variation and functional
interrelationships in Ste typesthrough time and between settlement dong the Merrimack/Concord Rivers and
interior tributary dreamsincluding thosein the district locale. Ancient Sitesin the district may represent a
ssasond and/or functional component of a settlement system that focuses on larger, more diverse dtesaong the
Concord or Merrimack Rivers. Ancient Native Stesin the district areamay aso contain important evidence of
exchange between more interior portions of the Merrimack River drainage and downdream coadd arees

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to contribute important socid, cultural and
economic information on avillage that maintained an agricultural focusfor over 250 years then transformed
itself in the mid-20* century from an agricultura-based village economy to aresdential node on the modem
commuter route to Boston. Historical ressarch combined with archaeologica survey and testing can determine
the actud locations and/or potentia for 17* century Stesto exidt in the district. Similar research can dso
determine whether later known 18* century Stessurvive and if additional potential dtesexist. Historical and
archaeologica research can a0 be used to locate outbuildings and occupationd-related features assodiated with
extant buildings and archaeological gtes. Identification and careful mapping of the resources noted above can
help identify the ssmcture of farmsteadsfromthe 17* to 20* centuries and changes that occurred as aresult of
cultural or environmental causes Structurd evidence from resdences, outbuildings, and detailed analysis of the
contents of occupationa related features can dso help identify the extent to which agriculture was the only
economic focus on farms and whether cottage industries may aso have been employed on a seesond or other
bass. Tax records from 1885 indicate thet a least one resdence, a 246 Concord Road, had a shop of
unspecified nature. Pork packing and butchering have dso been identified as possible economic activitiesin the

(continued)
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th
district from shortly after settlement possibly into the 19 century. Historical and archaeologica resources can
help identify the full rangeof activities that occurred on village farms and their economic importance to
families, the district, town and region. Documentary resserch combined with archaeologica sudiesmay dso
contribute important information on the contents and evolution of the Fioneer burial ground. No official written
records are known conceming burialsin the cematery thereby enhancing the importance of any information
derived through archaeological or other written resources. Known and unmarked graves fimeraryreated
artifacts, and post-hole pattems may contribute important information relating to the types and number of graves
in the cemetery, their tempora span and the extent that the cemetery exceaded use as asmadl family plot.
Archaeological resources can be usad to test many of the legendsor ord traditionsthat haverisen about the
gravesin the burial ground. Many legends associated with potential Indian graves, early settlers, married
couples, and body partsmay contribute information on instanceswhere the cemetery expanded its function
beyond asmall family plot. Osteologica studiesof skeleta remains in known and unmarked graves may aso
contribute important descriptive information on the overall health and pathologies related to early settlersin the
aeaand dietary habits over time.

(end)
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(UTM continued)
5 19 301760 4713100 6. 19 301240 4713460
Verbal Boundary Description:

The Parker Village Historic District is comprised of ssgmentsof three roads. Concord Road from the housea
246 Concord Road to itsterminus a thejunction of Carlide Road; Carlide Road from the corner of Old Lowell
Road to the house a 85 Carlide Road; Old Lowell Road from Carlide Road to Concord Road. The boundaries
encompess gpproximately 33 acreson which are located historic former farmhouses, bams, two former
schoolhouses, a cemetery and asign pod.

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries of the Parker Village Historic District were sdected for their demarcation of the limits of the
historic resources of the village. Beyond the boundaries are increasing numbers of modem resdences and less
frequent evidence of the aregls agricultural past. The examplesof agricultura landscagpeswith associated
resdences on Concord, Carlide and Old Lowell Roedsretain integrity of materids, desgn and setting. The
former J. M. Parker farmhouse and bamsas well asthe 1787 District No. 5 Schoolhouse mark the esstem
boundary of the district. The Wayland Balch houseis one of a small number of remaining Federa Period Brick
housssin the town and marks the westem boundary of the district. Resources between are aranged largdly in
linear fashion and include additional resdences bamsand sonewalls, school houses, an historic granite sign
post and a Colonial Period burial ground a the northeest comer.

(end)

PHOTOGRAPHS
Taken by Sanford Johnson, October 2000

254 Concord Road, esst view

85 Carlide Road, southwest view
Parker Village School #2, northeest view
246 Concord Road, north view

oD

Hayfield, Concord Road, south view

254 Concord Road, northeest view

76 Carlide Road, northwest view

Parker Village School #1, northwest view
Old Lowell Road/Carlide Road, west view
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Betsy Friedberg, National Regider Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission -
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125
Augugt 11,2002
RE: Parker Village Listing onthe National Register of Historical Places

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

The endosad sketch affirms our endorsement of the Parker Village listing on the National
Regider of Historical Haces

Parkerville was the first part of the town of Westford to be settled. Asearly as 1663,
when Westford wes still the west precinct of Chelmsford, awinding road was built from
that town - our present Old Lowell Road - and went on to the town of Groton. Old
Lowell Road extension, a the northem boundary of the propased listing, was builtin
1726 as abridle path to the main road, today called Carlide Road, leading to Westford
Center.

Thefirst of many Parkersin Westford was Aaron, bom in 1639. His brick home, tom
down in the early 1870s, gopears on the Westford map of 1730 and was located a the
present Site of #20 Old Lowell Road. He and his descendants mede bricks on Brickyard
Hill, adjacent to #2 Old Lowell Road. Two brick buildingswithin the proposed district
reman. Oneisthe c. 1810 home a 246 Concord Road. The other isthe origina
Parkerville schoolhouse, built in 1787 a #2 Griffin Road. Before this building was mede
into ahome, it sarved as asocid hal for thistightly knit farming community. A cobbler
lived hereinlater years.

The swath of land and buildings proposed for the listing on the National Register of
Historical Flaces might be conddered the southem gateway to Westford. Albeit a
microcosm of this oncethriving farming village, one notes the farmhouses, bams, and
pastures bounded by well-kept fieldstone walls. Grazing horses add to the pastora
setting. A pioneer burying ground adds its own history.

A highlight of the Parker Village listing isthe 1880 one-room Parkerville Schoolhouse
located & thejunction of Concord and Carlide Roads. Schooldays ended herein 1929,
the last of Westford's ten district schoolhousesto dose. 1n 1933, the folksin this



neighborhood, with permisson from the town, maintained the building and usd it ss a
clubhouse until 1989. When the town was seeking areusefor the building that yeer, the
Parkerville Schoolhouse Committee was formed and, with the Friends of the Parkerville
Schoolhouse, Inc., presently maintain the building. Wherees Westford is one of the
fastest growing towns in the Commonwedth, it was amazing to find the Parkerville
Schoolhouse in pristine condition ~ the teacher's platform and four-seater outhouse
intact, and no mnning water.

Today, with minor restoration, Parkerville Schoolhouse sarveslocal resdentsas a
meseting Ste. Every spring the schoolhouse comesalivewhen al of the third grade
dass=sin the Westford Public School system, dressed in period outfits, experience a
school day of the early 1900s This"Old School Days' curriculum includes spdldowns,
dip pen writing, recitations and old-fashioned games

Acrossfi"omthe 1830 schoolhouse isatall granite pos that was the road marker whenwe
came to Westford 44 years ago. Granite quarrying hes long been one of Westford's major
industries, and aquany existed less than amile south of this marker.

[, June, have persondly interviewed on tgpe a dozen of the former sudentsof the
Parkerville Schoolhouse, many of whom later farmed in the proposed district. One former
sudent still livesin his childhood home.

Tous it ssamsfitting and desrable to place the Parker Village listing on the National
Regider of Historical Places

Sincerdy,

JuneW. and Charles S Kennedy



Recallections from a Johnny comelatdy

The following are brief excarpts of my recollections of
Parker Village and the Parkerville Schoodhouse in ANANCEIVED

particular. AGM 2
| was bom in 1947 as apart of the post war beb™™
boom, and have goent my entire lifeliving in Parker NST. VM

Village, within a quarter of amile fromthe Parkerville
School savefor agtint in college and the Marine Corps.
Probably my first recollections of the school were not that
of aschoal as it had been closed snce the late twenties but
that it was an unofficial dubhouse for the Village and all
major functions therein, | did not know nor much care that
my father, George S, and uncle, Bernard M. were in some
of the last dasseshdd a the one room school house. Their
older brother, H. Arnold, had dready moved on to
Westford Academy when the family moved into the old
Parker farm a the comer of Carlide and Concord roads.
What | did leam was that the school house, or the
Nonsat Club as it was then known, hosted many awhist
party and anumber of ham and bean suppers. Of course |
was too young to atend any of the whist parties but the
uppers were atended by all in the village which made for
big crowds of perhgos50 or 60 if my memory serves me.
The one big party that none of us can ever forget was
the annud Chrigmas party dso atended by al in the
community. | can renamber 0 vividly my older Sder,
Kathy, making my other sgter, Jean and | practice over ad
over the pieces that wewould sng or recite on the platform
(read gage) of the old school. To imitate the dage $e
would have us gand on aliving room hassock whilewe



bdted out those beautiful Chrigmastunes that we would
urly mesmerize the locals with while Nancy Abbood
accompanied usin the od upright piano.

| gat ahead of mysdlf | forgat about the decorations
adoming that big hall that has somehow s1mnk asthe years
have dipped away. It was my father'sjob, thus ming, to go
into the degp dark woods to pick aut just the perfect treeto
adom the schod in preparation of Santa'sarrival. Each
year hewould find a tree more beautiful than the year
before o a least 20 my mamary goes (thisismy gory you
know). At any rate the tre2 would be sscured to the back of
the tracdtor and eventualy ereded in the schod house a
couple of days before the party. My matha and probably
ggers would add the garland, lights, and omaments making
all ready for the big nignt.

Eventually during the party after all of the songs and
poams had bemn paformed my matha would interrupt the
party to exatedly inform all in attendance that she thought
dhe heard the sound of reandesr hooves outgde (I think dhe
became the midress of caranony by acdamation). Sure
enough in adhort time Santa Clause came burging in the
boysentrance, the chimney bang a bit hat a that late date
for him to tempt. Onceuskidsgat over our amazamant that
Santa had bean ableto locate usin tiny Parkervillage and
were ableto blink aur wild eyes, Santa would aready be
sted on the gage with his sack brimming full of gifts
do=x=a hisdde Sureenough he had a gift for each ane of
us and mare amazing knew each of us children by nameas
he beckoned usto hislap. | did nate severa yearsto mysdf
that he had a 9range resamblance to Al Wark, even
sounding quite like him. No matter the gifts weare grest.



Santa was great and the pat luck suppe was equally as
swdll.

The one agpet that | will always reanemba about
theze wonderful Chrigmas partieswasthe day after. The
tree that had g0 gratioudy adomed the schodhouse the
night before would become our house Chrigmas tree Now
my dad was nathing if he was nat in tuneto saving time
and effort. It was hisjob, and mineto trangoort thetree
from the schod to our housa No nead to undeoorate it, that
would be a wade of time All ane had to do was haul it out
of the schodl, put it on the back of the tractor, and trangort
it the ane tenth mileto our housa Even he had to admit that
we left atrall of shattered omamants during the short trip.
No matter it saved time and effort.

Eventually we were forced out of the milk busnessin
1962, my dad sold the farm, and built a house on the hill
overlooking the village. Astheewas no town water Pgp
dug a wdl down unde the hill on what is now Gildroy's
pagure Asluck would have it the well went dry that first
umme'. It became my job asa wiry 16 year ddto load a
half dozen milk jugs onto a trailer and head for the
sthodhouse on the dd Ferguson. Y ou could be that the
wdl therewould nat bedry and if | brought alittle water to
prime the hand pump it would work just fine. That
foolishness laged only that one year. An artesan wel soon
adomed the Wilder landscape

| don't know much about the old Nonsat Club in the
yearsthat followed. For the most part it wasdaosed. Sure
Jean Chishalm would give the key aut to anyone who
wanted to use the facility for a function but for the mogt
part it 2ood unused, unappredated and nat very well



maintained. Theregt as they say ishigory. Some
wonderful folkshad avisgon and a whae pile of ambition, |
do nat pretend that | was much of an active partidpant in
the resoration of thismog wonderful dructure
Occadonally | added alittle axle grease when some was
neaded but for mog of therestoration prgect | managed to
admire atheswarkfr omafar. It was only through repeated
and dogged efforts that June Kennedy was ableto gg me to
commit.

| have bean a" friend of the Parkerville Schodhouse
now for abaut a half dozen yearsand each timel s foadt in
that beautiful od edifice | am beckoned back to my youth
gowing up in Parke Village and to my fathe and unde,
now gone who leamed thar lettersand numbearsin the
dhadow of ther ownn hame How fartunate are we that the
old schod never fdt the wrecking ball comedown on her
head May dhe live on for many mare generations to come

John A. Wilde
Treaurer, Friendsof
The Parkerville Schodl
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M . & Ms. Elwin Bagley
257 Concord Road
Westford, M 01886

Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, M 02125

August 12, 2002

RE Parker Village Listing on the National Register of Historica
Pl aces.

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

Elwin and | would like to have our Parker Village area
of Westford, Mass. added to the National Register of Historica
Pl aces.

The area still has the stone walls, no sidewalks, no town
water or water hydrants. W do have telephone poles which we
hope t o have put underground.

Pastures and horses add to the seeing pleasure inthe area.
V¢ live across the street from the one room school house
built in 1880. 1t has been kept in very good condition and is
used often by groups of School Children comng to find what
an Historical school building with outhouse toilets, wood stove
heat and hand punped water was [ike in the olden days.

Sone of the elderly still intown attended this school.

Yours Truly
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SARAH & ERIK LEDDER <« 2 GRIFFIN ROAD WES Ol 886

MASS HIST. GCOW

August 15, 2002

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrisey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

We are writing to you becausewe live a 2 Griffin Road in Westford and our property is located
within the boundaries of the proposed Parker Village Historic District.

Circa 1757, our home wes the first schoolhouse for the Parker Village section of Westford. The
house is believed to be one of four original buildings in Parkerville and was actualy the home of
the Aarron Parker, J. family. This section of town derived its name from the Parker family.

When the new Parkerville Schoolhouse was built on the corner of Concord and Carlide roadsin
1873, our home ceesad being a school and reverted back to a dwelling.

Because of the character of the many old stonewalls. Colonial housesand barns, as well as the
preservation of the Parkerville Schoolhouse es aliving history museum, we fed strongly in sup-
porting the nomination of the Parker Village Historic District to the National Regiger of Historic
Reces

We bdieve that because of the importance of Parkerville to the earliet history of Westford—and
thus our state and country'- it should be Aw3rded historic stett's. 3nd we are hopeful that thp
Massachusetts Historical Commission agrees.

We look forward to the nomination meeting on September 3, 2002.

Sincerdly,

Sarah and Erik Ledder
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David E. Gossren, M.D. IVIA$ HSI— @/NI
246 Canod Rd
Wedfad, MA
Q18%
Augug 19, 2002

Brona Smon
Mass Higoricd Commisson /"
Deputy Sate Higoric Presarvation Officer :
Massachusatts Higtoricd Commisson N o=
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Bogon, MA 02125
Re Higorica desgnation of the property a 246 Concord Rd., Westford, Massachusdtts

Dear Ms. Smon:; n -

| am in recapt of your notification of the intent to lis my property, located & 246
Conocord Rd., Westford, Mass, as pat of the higtorical regiger. | dedine ad reflise this
desgnation, and do nat, in ay way, wishto have such adiginction mede | resarve all

rights to take ay ad al legd adtions, as necessy, to protect mypropatyfl ‘omauch a
desgnation. :

Sncady,

David E.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS COUNTYQFfh' 01 Q » S8
Thefo,e.oingle, .wasac«ed.efo.,e.MsJ?a,-"fli:~"2002

Meryl S Skalnick

Public
Notary I Cairmometar of Meseech setts
County of Middlesx, SS
Cc Commisson explresApnI 19,2007

Allan Loisdle, Fanning Board, Wesford

Gaddine Hedy-Coflfin, Board of Sdedimen

Miched P. Ingdls Board of Sdedmen, Westford
William Frands Gavin, Mass Higtiorical Commisson



RECEIVED

ASHLEY
120 CarlideRd.. MASS HIST, mm
Westford, MA. 01886
August 24, 2002
Betsy Fiedbag
Nationd Regider Director
220 Morrisey Blvd.

Bogon, MA. 02125

Dear Ms Friedberg,

We ae aware of your interest in the Parker Village Nationd Higtoric Didtrict by the Sate
Review Board on Wednestay, Sgatambar 11,2002. We ae resdants of Parke Village in
Wedtford and cherish the opportunity to support this project. In particular, we have knonedge of
the ligled higtoric Stes in this saction of town and expeddly fed thet the Parkerville
Schodhouse dearly deserves to be nemed and considered as aNationd Historic Site We hope
that you will give srious congderdion to this request . N

Snoady yours

th & Louis Adley

cc. Kenngth Tebbetts
Wesford Higtoric Commisson

Jne Kenedy
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P 03 24P
Thursday, August 29,2002

or,. r,, MAS HSTCOMM

78R Carlide Rd.
Westford, MA 01886

Ms. Betsy Friedberg -

National Register Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission \ ey YNk
220 Morrisey Boulevard * \>

Boston, MA 02125
Dear Ms. Friedberg, -

My husband and | are writing to you to regarding the proposd to meke Parker Villagein
Westford, MA an higtoric district We have lived in Parker Village for over six years and
greatly appreciate its character and history. We feel very lucky to live in Westford,
epecidly itssou”™ m section.

Our relatively new ‘farmhouse’ was built in an old gpple and pear orchard, which
contains legecy trees that still bear ample fruit for pies and sauce On one Sde, our
property abuts that of the 1757 brick Parkerville Schoolhouse, originally the homesteed
of Aaron Parker, J., which is now a private resdence. On the other Sde, we abut the
property of the O.W. Parker home and bam, which is currently being renovated and
regyuvenated. The boundary between our land and that of the O. W. Parker farm is marked
with anold sonedry wall. Beyond the O. W. Parker homesteed isthe newer Parkerville
Schoolhouse, congtructed in 1874. This is the only 1-room schoolhouse in town
maintained for public functions, and more importantly, for Westford's 3 grade Living
History program deveoped by June Kennedy and Jennie Johnson.

| have been an active member of the Friends of the Parkerville Schoolhouse for the past

four years, serving as the Recording Secretary for two of them. June Kennedy hes mede
it a priority to maintain a cotmection between the school's pegt and the present;

consequently, visitors to the annua Open House have met many of the schoaol's aumni

over the years. We have listened to dories about schoal life in the 1920s including

bringing lunch in pails, huddling around the wood sove in winter, and walking or getting

aride by horse and cart up the hill to the high school 2 milesavay. Smames of aumni

auch as Jarvis, GrifYin and Richards adom our dreet sgns and the families of Wilder and

Nesmith are still present in Parker Village. Thisareaof town continuesto be avital place
to live or visit. '

We hope our letter will help encourage you to endorse this proposa.

Sincerdly,

Heidi and Gary Hatke
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusettsSfAN
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

November 7, 2002

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosad please find the following nomination form:

Parker Village HD, Westford (Middlesex), MA
The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and has bean sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included inthe district were
notified of pending State Review Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Seven letters of support and one objection have been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg n
National Register Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

encdosure

.  Keaneh Tebbets Wedford Higtoricd Commisdon
Sanford Johnson, conaultant
Miched P. Ingdls, Chair, Westford Boerd of Sdedmen
Allan Loisdle, Westford Flanning Board Chair

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state maus'sec/mhc



