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The Gust Akerlund Photography Studio is located on a corner lot at 390 
Broadway Avenue in Cokato. It is a simple, single storey, wood frame building 
which combines photography studio and owner's residence. It remains relatively 
unaltered (with the exception of re-siding of the south facade with asphalt 
composition singles and the residence portion with stucco) since its construc­ 
tion in 1903.Original narrow-lap clapboard exists beneath. The narrow-lap 
clapboard has been retained unsheathed on the north and east (principal) facades. 
A narrow, open porch with turned columns extends the length of the east facade; 
this porch is the only decorative element employed on the exterior.

The interior arrangement comprises the photography studio (office, dressing 
room, posing room and darkroom) in the Broadway Avenue section with the 
photographer's residence placed to the rear adjacent to the alley. The posing 
room is most noteworthy, with a one-and-one-haIf storey skylight of translucent 
glass on the north wall. The ceiling in this room is of pressed metal in 
geometric patterns. The entire west wall is devoted to a painted canvas scene 
which serves as a backdrop for the subject during a photo session.

Many of the original (1903) furnishings such as photographer's chairs, 
occasional tables, desk and cabinets remain in the building. Akerlund's large 
wooden-case portrait camera also remains.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Akerlund Photographic Studio is one of the rare, extant examples of an 
early 20th century photographic studio which has been serving the community of 
Cokato, Minnesota for more than 70 years.

The Akerlund Studio was built on the corner lot on Fourth and Broadway 
in Cokato, Minnesota in 1903. August Bernard Akerlund, born in Sweden arrived 
in the United States in his 20b, first living in Wisconsin. After learning 
the photographic trade in Ironwood, Michigan, he arrived in Cokato in 1902 
and established his studio. Night classes in chemistry taken from the University 
of Minnesota allowed Akerlund to develop his own high quality prints. Drawing 
his customers from a tri-county area, photographs of weddings, anniversaries 
and confirmations remain today bearing the imprint, "Photo by Akerlund11 . His 
studio is still run by a photographer who uses Akerlunds's "posing" chairs, 
canvas backdrops, skylight and workroom equipment.
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