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1 NAME

COMMON :

Boston Cammmn and Public Garden

AND/OR HISTORIC:
same

2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:

Beacon, Park, Tremont, Boylston, and Arlington Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
STATE cope COUNTY: CoDE
M assachusetts 025 Suffolk 025
{jt. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP “STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
[X District . Building  ffl Public Public Acquisition; i 1 Occupied Yes:
Site . Structure . Private I | In Process i Ur>occupied Restricted
Object . Both Being Considered I 1 Preservation work OO Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural I | Government [ Transportation I | Comments
| 1 Commercial I | Industrial I | Private Residence +  Other (Specify)
| | Educational . Military I [ Religious
[ 1 Entertainment I | Museum I | Scientific
IiINTOWHEf? OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME: )
City of Boston h)e
oSTREET AND NUMBER: pos
City Hall
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
Boston Massachusetts 025
5. tOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Suffolk County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:
Pemberton Square
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Boston y w'rd uJ iC..' J.ii 10 AriS.jJ Ma ChUSGttS
6, REPREIgNTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Boston Landmarks Commission Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: T 56 " ~ . Federal . State . County @ Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Boston Redevelopment Authority co
STREET AND NUMBER: N3
City Hall

CITY OR TOWN; STATE;

Boston M assachusetts 025
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\f. DESCRIPTION"

Excellent [S Good
CONDITION
(Check One)
S Altered . Unaltered

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANDORIGINAL (Ifknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bost on Gonmon and Public Garden conprise 74 ac
space in the heart of the city. Theboundaries of
(onmon and Garden are Beacon Street onthe north, Park
Trenont Streets onthe east, Boylston Street onthe south, and
Arlington Street onthe west. Charles Street separates the
50-acre Gommon from the 24-aGe Public Garden.

Wen the Qonmon was established in ["r" it st6od at the
edge of town. Beyond the present |ocation of Charles Street
were tidal marshlands, onwhich the Public Garden was created
two centuries later. Over the years, the principal changest o
the Conmon have been in the character of its surroundi ngsand
in the levelling of sone of itshills andthe filling of sone
of its ponds. Surviving still are the central Flagstaff Hill,
surnmounted since 1877 lay Soldiers and Sailors Mnunent, and
nearby Frog Pond. ThePublic Garden has changed little fromits
original md-19th century appearance.

The principal features of the Conmon, besides its topograph|r
and surroundings, are the paths that traverse it andthe nonu-
ments that empellish it. There are many of both. Arnunber of
wal kways on the Gommon take the form of wide, tree-lined malls, 7
the first of which was established along Trenmont Street in 1722
Its present-day successor, lined with brick planters, i s known
as Lafayette Mall. Mnunents on the Gonmon range from commenora- H
tive tablets tofountains (notably the Victorian Brewer Fotintain) -
to large»scal e creations such asthe Soldiers andSailors
Monunent andthe Parkman Bandstand. Thenost inportant work of
art i s probably St. Gaudens' Shaw Menorial, which faces the
State House near the northeast corner of the CGonmon. Anore
detailed Iisting of nonuments onthe QGx¥mon andin the Public
Garden nay be foiind with the nap submtted with this nom nation.

Included within the acreage of the Gommon but anentity in
itself is the Central Burying Goind on Boylston Street between
Trenont and Charles. Thegravestones and vaults of this
cenetery, established in 175, addaninportant dinensionto
the historic appearance of the CGonmon. A newer featiire of the
Gommon, but a National Historic Landmark nonetheless, is the
Trenont Street Subway of 1895-1898, the first such facility in
the colintry. Although the subway itself is tndergroind, its
stone entrance andexit structures are clearly visible at the
Park and Boyl ston Street corners of the Common. Newer still,
but not |andmarks, are the entrances andexits t othe underground
parking garage along the Charles Street side of the Gommon.

The principal feature of the Public Garden is a free-form
pond, crossed near the middle by aniron footbridge andplied
In sumer by pedal - powered swan boats. Because (O the botanical
and horticulttiral origins of the Public Garden, plantings are
nore inportant in the Garden than onthe Gomimon andare nore
informally and naturalistically arranged. Amd the Public
Garden | andscape are a ntinber of noninents, particularly
statues. The nost promnent i s anequestrian statue of George
Washi ngton, located at the Arlington Street entrance to the
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7. Description, continued >
Garden opposite the Commonweal th Avenue mall. Also inportant is

J. Q A Ward's Ether Mnunent, celebrating the operation that
took place in 1846 in the Ether Done at Massachusetts General
Hos[)!tal (now a National Historic Landmark). Surrounding the
Public Garden onthree sides (the Boylston Street side i s m ssing)
I's a handsone, though deteriorating, Victorian cast-iron fence.

~ A major conponent of the appearance of Boston CGonmon and
Public Garden is the character ajid quality of the surroundings.
The entire north side (Beacon Street) has the consistent, | ow
scal ed brick rowhouse inmage of the Beacon Hill Historic District
(a National Historic Landmark), culmnating in Bulfinch's* gold-
doned State House, also a National Historic Lendmark, Qn the
east side, at the corner of Park andTrenont Streets and near by
on Trenont, are two National Landmark chiirches—the Park Street
Church enmd St. Paul's Cathedral. Thewest side (Arlington Street)
fronts onthe Back Bay Residential District, recognizedand
protected by state law as anarchitectural control district.
Only the south side (Boylston Street) is weak, particularly at
Charles Street. Overall, Boston Gommon and Public Garden enhance
their surrovmndings, andthe surroundings enhance the character
of this historic urban open space.



"SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian 1 « 16th Century 38 18thCentury i- « [X 20th Century’
Q 15th C«itury . 3 17th Century (X 19thCentury _eL"

SPECIFIC DATEIS> (If Applicable end Known)

AREAS ~OF SIGNIFICANCE check  one or more £ npp@MMON); 1«39-56 (Garden)

Abor iginal | f Educotion Political

I\ Prehistoric Q Engineering . Retigion/Phi” ~Other (Speafk” w"<P?
r~1 Historic ) Industry losophy

r~I Agriculture ( I Invention e i | Science

{ | Architecture PQ Londscope 3'X! Sculpture

D Art Architecture I 1 Socio I/Human-

n Commerce n Literature itarian

I I Communications A Militory Theater

PQ Conservation . Music r"l Tronsportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bost on Gonmon and Public Garden are significant i nterns
of conservation, |andscape architecture, mlitary and political
history, andscul pture. Notable i sthe fact that this
significance extends over nore than three centuries. Fromthe
17th century cones the establishment of the Gonmon (1634);
fromthe |8th century, the establishment of the Central Burying
Qovind (1756) andth.euse of the Gonmon as a political rallying
oint and mlitary training field at thetime of the Revol ution;
romthe 19th century, the establishment of the Public Garden
(1856) andi t s predecessor, the Botanic Garden (1839); andfrom
the 20th century, much of the sculpt\ire that embellishes both
the Gommon andt he Public Garden. N

Boston Gonmon i s considered the ol dest public park i n the
country. |t was set aside i n 1634 as conmon | and for the
citizens, aspasturage for cattle, andasatraining fieldfor
the mlitia. Asearly as 1663, John Josselyn, an Englishman,
wr ot e about t he nen andwonen of Boston taking their evening
strolls onthe Gomon. Children then as nowenjoyed wadingi n
Frog Pond i nthe sunmer andskating i nwinter. Astine passed
and Boston grew, the value of the Gommon as public open space
Increased. Weést of t he Gonmon were narshlands, the nearer
parts of which were granted by the town t oropemakers i n1794.
This ropewal k property was repurchased bythe city i n 1824 and
reserved for public use, although the precise use was not .
settled upon for sone years. | n1839 a group of horticulturalis|ts
headed by Horace G"By establishedthe Botanic Garden ontiiis
| and, inporting an English |andscape gardener, John Cad”ss, to
supervise the work of ornamenting the grounds. TheBotanic Gurdein
fornmed t he nucl eus of the present Public Garden, although it was
not until 1856 that the present limts of the Garden were
established andal | ownership problems settled.  Subsequently,
the Back Baytothe west was filled i nanddevel oped, and the
Gmmon and Public Garden becanme a kind of Central Park f or
Boston. | ti sat the Gnmon and Public Garden that the
"enmeral d necklace" of the AQnsted Park System begins.

The Central Burying Gound was established onthe Gonmon
in 1756. Soldierswhodied at the Battle of Bunker Hill and
during the British occupation were buried there, aswell as
peacetine citizens of Boston. The Gymon proper served as
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8. Significance, continued *>

the training field for Boston's mlitary conpanies, eight of
whi ch existed by 1674, aswel| as for conpanies from siirroTinding
towns. | n1758, General Anmherst andhis arny of 4500 pitched
their tents onthe Common enroute t oAl bany suad Csnada.

Anong the inportant political events that occurred on the
QGx¥mon i n the years preceding the Revolution was the cel ebration
of the Repeal of the_StanP Act on My 19, 1766. |t was a
short-lived celebration, followed by passage of strict revenue
acts in 1768. These acts were sostrongly objected to i n
Massachusetts that British troops hadt obe stationed i n Boston;
their place of encanpnent was the Conmon. Thetroops were
renoved after the Boston Massacre of 1770 but returned after the
Boston Tea Party of 1773* Qn April 18, 1775, British troops
gathered at the foot of the Gonmon before marching t o Lexington.

During the winter of 1775-1776, Boston was held by the
British andsieged by the patriots. As part of British defenses,
a small earthwork designed for infantry was constructed at the
northwest corner of the Gomimon and a small stronghol d was
established onFox Hill (located near the present Charles Street
and subsequently cut down for fill). Theartillery had their
i ntrenchments on Fl a?st aff Hill, and behind were three battalions
of infantry. Avregular garrison of 1700 nen" renai ned encanped
on the Gonmon t oprevent a landing by General Washington and his
troops. Eventually, however, the British were forced t o evacuate
Boston, andthe Gommon thereafter was secure. As the years
passed, itsoriginal uses continued, with conservationand
recreation gradually taking precedence over cattle grazing and
mlitary exercises.

Mich of the significance of the Gonmon and Public Garden lies
in the amount and quality of the scul pture that adorns them
Wr ks by Thonmas Ball, Daniel Chester French, Bela Pratt, Augustus
St. Gaudens, J. Q A Ward, andothers nake the Gonmon and Gar den
a veritabl enuseian of nonvinental scul pture fromthe |860's nearly
to the present. Finally, the significance of the Gommon and
Garden 1 s secured by the architectural and environnental
I nportance of their surrovnds. Beacon Hill, Back Bay, the State
House, the Park Street andArlington Street Churches, St. Paul's
Cathedral —al |l face the Gommon or Public Garden and contribute
to the quality of this historic environnent.
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9. Mjor Bibliographical References, continued

Report of a Coomittee of Citizens. ThePublic Rights i n Boston

~ mmon.  Boston, 1877. Clr-xv, 49-64.
Ticknor, Wlliam O, and H WIlliams. Boston Gonmon. Boston,

1842.
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1886. Vol . Ill, p. 263; Vol. IV, pp. 36-37, 614, 617.
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Key t o Boston Redevel opment Authority nap
MONLMENTS N BGSTON GCOMMIN AND  PUBLI C GARCEN
Gonmon

|/1 Robert Gould Shaw Menori al

Erected 1897. The artist was Augustus St. Gaudens, and

the architects were MKim Mad and Wite. Dedicated

to Col onel Robert Shaw of the 54th Massachusetts Infantry,
the first reginent of free colored nen.

2 Curtis Guild Menorial Entrance
: . Erected 1917. Designed by G am and Ferguson.

3 Blackstone Menorial Tabl et
Erected 1914. Designed by R Clipston Sturgis. e
4 Plaque to the Royal Navy

5 Plaque indicating thesite of Fox Hill

Placed i n1925.

6 Sol diers and Sailors Mnunent
Erected 1877. Designed by Martin MInore. Dedicatedto
the nen of Boston who died for their country "inthewar
whi ch kept the Union whole, destroyed slavery, and
mai nt ai ned the Constitution.

7  Football Tablet
Erected 1925. Dedicated to the Oneida Foothall Cub of
goston, the first organized football club i ntheUnited
tates.

8 Founding of Boston Menorial Tabl et
Erected 1930. The artist was John F. Paramno, andthe
architectural setting was designed by Charles A Coolidge.
Commenorates the arrival of John Wnthrop i n Boston.

9 Brewer Fountain
Presented to the City by Gardner Brewer.

10 Statue of Conmmodore John Barry

11, 12, 13 Tablets depicting Religion, Training, and |ndustry
Erected 1961. Designed by Cascieri and diBiccari.
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Property Myp Key, continued

14 Declaration of Independence Tabl et
Erected 1925. The artist was John F. Par

15 Boston Massacre Mon\iment
Erected 1888. The artist was Robert Kr*s. Menorial to
Crispus Attucks and other patriots. ToJd) of noniinent has
thirteen stars rePresenn ng thethirteen states. "Free
America" holds a flag i nher left hand.

16 George F. Par kman Menori al Bandst and /
/ Erected 1912. Designed by Robi nson and Shepard.

Public Garden

17 Statue of Wendell Phillips
Erected 1915. The artist was Daniel C French. Phillips
was a follower of Wlliam Lloyd Garrison i nthe anti-
slavery novenent. After the Civil Var he aided prohibition
V\o::mn's suffrage, and various penal and adm nistrative
reforns.

18 Statue of Thomas Cass
Erected 1899. The artist was Richard E. Brooks. Cass
organized a reginment of Irish volvnteers and was col onel
of the 9t h Massachusetts Infantry during.the Civil Wér.

19 Statue of Kosciuszko
Erected 1927. The artist was Ms. T. A R Kitson.
Tadeusz Andrzej Bonawentura Kosciuszko was b6rn i nPol and
in 1746. H joined theUnited States Arny i n 1776, and
General Washington made hima col onel and his adjutant
in the Arerican VWar f or | ndependence.

20 Statue of Charles Siunner '
Erected 1878. The artist was Thomas |"jtll. Summer was a
chanpi on of emancipation and a supporter of Horace Mann
to inprove public education i n Massachusetts.

21 Statue of WIIliamEllery Channing /

Erected 1903. The artist was Herbert Adanis of New York,
and the statue was given to the City by John Foster, a
nenber of the Arlington Street Church. M. Foster
directed that the statue be placed i nthe Garden across
from the church because Channing was once pastor of t he
Federal Street Church, the predecessor of the Arlington
Street Church.
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22 Equestrian Statue of George Washi ngton
A Erected 1869. The artist was Thonmas Ball.

23 Ether Mdonunent
Erected 1867. The artist was John A Wd The _
nonvunent was a gift to the City bﬁ onas Lee t o commenoratje
the discovery and first use of ether i nBoston i n Cctober

24 George Robert Wiite Menori al /
Erected 1924.~ The artist was Daniel C Frejach, andt he
architect was Henry Bacon. Fenale figure i nbronze
casting "bread upon the waters." George Robert Wiite
left $5 mllion intrust to the C|t¥) "tobe held as a
Eerrranent_charltable trust fund to be known as t he George
obert Wi te Fund, and t he net income only to be usedfor
creating works of public utility and beauty for theuse
and enjoyment of the inhabitants of the City of Boston,"

25 Statue of Edward Everett Hale
Erected 1913. The artist was Bela L. Pratt. M. Hale,
a noted preacher and writer, was chaplain of the United
States Senate i n 1903.
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March 30, 1972

M. Thonmas Boyl ston Adans
Concord Road
Lincoln, Massachusetts 01773

Dear M. Adans:

As you know, t he Boston Froon and Public Garden
are historicallé significant. BesQdes the fact that
the Qrranon has been maintained forover 300 years as
a public place and was originally used as a militia
tra|n|n? ground, i t has many statues, nonunents and
menorials which themselves are of historic importance.
In addition to such statues, the Public Garden has the
Snan Boats and an architectually-striking bridge.

| Vias |;urprised to learn that neither Boston
CGommon nor t he Public Garden has been listed i nthe
National R.-gister of Historic Places. | am writing
to you i njour capacity as a nenber of the Massachusetts
Historical Conmm ssion to request that the Comm s3ion seek
to correct this oversight. | recognize that certain data
must be filed v;ith an application forlisting, and | am
therefore, requestin? t he Boston Landmarks Conm ssionto
prepare this material and forward i ttoyou for trans-
m ssion by the Comm ssion. The Landmarks Conm ssion has
veri/) uncertain funding and f orthat reason they have been
unable t o catalogue al | of Boston's important historic
places. | v.-ould hope that i f funds are-available, the
Historical Comm ssion could compile such a catalogue or
offer staffing to the Landmarks Comm ssi on.

. I'f | can be of further assistance or proTSide further
information i nthis regard, please feel free tocontact ne.

Very truly yours,

Christopher A lannella



33ton Ciiy Oouncil
NEW CiTV HALL
ONE CITY HALL SQUARE

. BOSTON. MASSACHUSETTS 02201
CHF<ISTOPHLR A. IANNELLA

April 10, 1972

V7IHEREAS, Boston Common andt he Public Garden
have played significant roles i nthehistory of Boston,
and .

WHEPJ3AS, statues commenorating many nen and
events important t otheCity, theConjnonwealth and t he
Country have been erected ont he Coomon and Public
Garden thereby increasing thehistorical significance
of these public places, and ..

WHEREAS, t he beauty of t he Boston Common and t he
Public Garden i sinternationally celebrated, and ;

WHEREAS, t he Congress of theUnited States, i n ,
order that future generations may kn“v, and seet he places
where t hehistory of theUnited States v/ias formed, has
established theNational Register of Historic Places, and

WEREZI S, |isting ontheNational Register makes
available Federal nonies forthepreservation and
enhancement of historic areas, and -

VIJHEREAS, t he Boston Comiion andt he Public Garden
have not been l|isted i nthis Register, and !

WHEREAS, t he Massachusetts Historical Comm ssioni s
presently considering anapplication t olist these areas;
therefore be i t

RESCLVED. That t he Boston City Council favorst he
listing of t he Boston GonLnon andt he Public Garden on t he
National Register of Historic Places, andbe i t further

RESCLVED: That theCity Clerk be, andherebyi s,
directed t osend copies of this resolution t ot he Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion, t othetwo United States Senators
representing Massachusetts, t ot he Secretary of State, t o
the Congressmen representing theCity of Boston, and t o
the Secretary of t helnterior.

Christopher A lannella






Action ofnce~JLJIN
ror inio waif

'""Cmfcb .~Mfctics ACTTaic
April 20, 1972

City Clerk
City of Boston in City Council

Respectfully referred to:

Congressional Liaison
Department of Interior
18th and C. Streets, NWV
Washington, D.C. 20240

Because of the desire of this officeto be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
_duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by

Uu.s.s.

Fom #2



JAMLtTIi A. BIjRKi- MEMBER:

. ELCVEWTH DISTRICT e . COMMITTEEON
MAS:»=H-..==TTS WAYS AND MEANS
JOINT COMMITTEE ON
"Nt Sates?
Cogeg d the ( :
. PLYMOUTH-PROVINCETOWN
I—bﬁb d: EI]&(G"HHE CELEBRATION COMMISSION

Kiadijington, 33C. 20615

April 26, 1972

Dr. William Murtagh ;!

Keeper of t heNational Register '

Department of t helnterior .. -7 -
Washi ngton, D C 20240 g

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

| amwriting onbehalf oftheBoston City Council,
whose sel f-explanatoLy correspondence youwill find enclosed.

| would be nost appreciative i f youwould give every
consideration t othis request that t heBoston Common and t he
Public Garder be listed ont heNational Register. Kindly
advise ne ast oyour decision i nthis matter.

Thanking you i nadvance for your usual courtesy, and
with every good wish andkindest regards, | remain

Sincerely,

JAMES A. BURKE
Menmber of Congress

JAB/ dm
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N ¥e ged tfer City Clast Hf «dfiMM>»4 "Tfe* Werio?xd Lo

Act eflfaft (Se flicte 91.5), «C iw«8iied* listfane*i M« t15>*t non

JH#HE FHMml %M TINTS* -mmit * tt%m.r<mttm, &f SI»t»rfc Fropttfty, S«EIi®«wd,

SMIIIAB LETTHEIfiX SEBT TOt

'Qurtis Bohlen Hon. Jams A. Btxrke
Henwt of Bepresentatlves
vet A * . WasMngton, D.C,
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Director, Northeast Region

HR NRow and: mm 7/ 11/ 72

L ocation

eefiolk countf

ftJite Liaicoa Offioer
Hon. John 7. X. Vtnwemi
escretary of the OomtooMBaxXtti
H storl eaX

Office of the Seeretaury, Stete House
Boston, MUMMthusgta 0213S
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June 21, 1972

Registration and Nominations Branch -,
National Register of Historic Places

Room 3207-A
1100 L Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20005 CERTIFIED MAIL

Attention: Miss Mary Means
Dear Sirs: N

Enclosed is the National Register submission for:

Boston Common and Public Garden, Boston, M assachusetts.
This has been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by Secretary of the

Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical
Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer.

Richard W. Hale, Jr. /
Acting Chairman
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RWH/akc
enclosures



Boston Oitx/ Council
NEW CITY HALL
"NMONE CITY HALL SQUARE

. BOSTON. MASSACHUSETTS 02201
CHRISTOPHER A. IANNELLA

June 21, 1972

WIlliam J. Murtagh

Keeper, National Register of Historic

Pl aces C
Room 3209

1100 L Street NW " '
Washington, DC

Dear M. Murtagh:

| understand that theMassachusetts Historical
Comm ssion has forwarded t oyour office reconmendation
the historic Boston Gonmon and Public Garden be
listed ontheNational Register. | recognize that
many applications from throughout thecountryare
before you, but because there i sa danger of
urban r€;newal affecting these landmarks | feel
It i simperative they belisted as soon as possible.

rhe National Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation hascontributed positively t oother
plans i nthecity of Boston and | want the protection
of Ejheir review for theBoston Gomrmon and Public
Gar den.

| amenclosing a copy of theletter 1 sent
to t heMassachusetts Historical Conmm ssion and a
cow of a Resol ution unani mously adpﬁ)t ed byny
colleagues ontheBoston City Council.

| would appreciate hearing from youat your
.earliest convenience.

Very truly yours.
Christopher A lannella

CAl/m
enc (2)






-EDWAr"DW. BROOKE COMMITTEESI

i«ASSt".HUSETTS APPROPRIATIONS
* e N BANKmMC. HOUSING AND
URBAN AFFAIRS
AZVLX'Cb JA{Ct{C& Acaa]/\ 2003-H KENNEDY FEDERAL BLIJO.
BOSTON, 02203
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 617-223-7240
1SS3 MAIN STREET
FEDERAL BUILDING
SPRINGFIELD, 01103
413-781-6700
June 29, 1972 421 OLD SENATE OFFICE BLDO.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20s10
202-22S-2742

The Honorable Rogers C. B Morton Offi

Secretary
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Rog: 7.

It has just been brought to my attention that the Boston
City Council has urged you to list on the National Register
the Boston Common and the Boston Public Garden.

| would like to add my strong endorsement to the
recommendation of the Council, as both of these
historic areas certainly deserve this special recommendation.

| hope that it will be possible for you and your associates
to take affirmativeaction on this matter in tlte very near
future.

With appreciation for your assistance, and \ery best personal
regards, | am.

Sincerely,
CcO
v m
' CoO Edward W. Brooke
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