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The Riverside Inn is a three-story red-brick colonial revival 
structure completed on the banks of the Portneuf Fiver in 1914. 
The original plan was for a U-shaped building. However, as the 
west wing was never completed, an L-shaped structure survives. 
The roofs are hip-and-ridge. The symmetrical facade is 
distinguished by dentils and paired sheet-metal modi11ions under 
the flared eaves, by flat-arched windows and outset brick, quoins, 
and above all by a monumental, outset, pedimented two-tiered 
portico. The upper balcony is enclosed. The open porch below 
overlooks the river and is approached by a flight of steps on 
the east side. It Is supported on pairs ofi columns, each pair 
consisting of one square and one Doric member; it is surrounded 
by a low wooden hallustracle with rectilinear elerncutc .

The: lobby to which the portico gives access is erpansive and 
retains its original dark-stained woodwork and T-beamed ceiling. 
The building Is structurally sound, but its roof system is 
inadequately supported at the eaves and in need of immediate 
attention.
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The Riverside Inn is architecturally significant as a fine example 
of early~20th-century colonial revival hotel architecture, the 
only such example in this small southeastern Idaho resort town. 
Along with the nearby Whitestone, a structure of comparable scale 
built in a Romanesque Revival style, . and several modest brick 
hotels of no great stylistic pretension further from the river, 
the Riverside represents a flush of commercial development during 
the sec or id decade of the century by a village bent on becoming a

Lava Hot Springs is sited on the banks of the Portneuf River a 
few miles from Hudspeth's cutoff .,a California Trail'route. 
Tt grew into a small settlement by serving as a service center 
for nearby agricultural valleys, as well as an informal resort. 
The first qxtarter of the century saw extensive development of the 
hot mineral water emerging along the river there. Dempsey rancher 
William Godfrey was among the first entrepreneurs to take out 
commercial claims on the hot springs. He built the Riverside-- 
a grand hotel providing individual hot mineral baths in the basement- 
be twe en 1912 and 1914. By the mid-20's, his spa had been joined 
by a state-run natatorixim and sanatorium just across the river. 
These public facilities represented an expenditure of over $100,000.

Public hot baths and a state-run Olympic-size swimming pool are
still in operation at Lava today. Tourism is a significant feature
of the local economy; there is growing local interest in preservation
of the historic architectural core. The Riverside, because of its
premier position overlooking the Portneuf and its immediate
need for physical attention, is a particular focus of restoration
interest.
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