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Located at 200 Evans Street in Balnbridge is the John Wesley Callahan House, an 
outstanding C.1907 neo-classical structure.

On the exterior, the Callahan House appears as a two and one half story weather- 
boarded structure with dormered hip roof supported by a monumental four columned 
portico underneath which is a curved one story porch extending around three sides 
of the house. In the center of the three bay front facade is a prominent door­ 
way on each story. These doorways have elaborate beveled edge glass work with 
tracery forming diamond patterns. Classical elements of Corinthian columns and 
heavy dentil details above the freize add to the ornate and heavy quality of 
the classical motif.

In plan, the house follows a central hall layout with a series of rooms off of 
this one hall. Two bay windows, one in the dining room and one in an opposing 
bedroom, as well as the stairs set out of the hallway between the parlor and a 
rear bedroom break up the total symmetry of the plan.

The interior decorative wall details of the two front parlors and the dining room 
include handpainted murals painted by an unknown Chicago artist. The left 
parlor features rosette swags and a tiled mantel with over mirror. In the right 
parlor is a delicate neo-classical mantel in the Adam style. On all walls of this 
parlor are murals of Flint River scenes, one of which shows a boat of the Callahan 
Line steaming down the river.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The J.W. Callahan House is significant to the state both historically and architecturally, 
This house was the home of John Wesley Callahan who was a pioneer in the steamship 
business on the inland waterways of south Georgia and north Florida, and who was also, 
in his day, the largest individual naval stores operator in the world. Architecturally 
the Callahan House is one of the most outstanding neo-classical houses in southwest 
Georgia.

John Wesley Callahan was born in Montgomery County, Georgia, Nov. 7, 1858. His 
family owned a plantation near Mount Vernon, Ga,, and because of his mother's ill health 
he had to leave with only eight months of schooling to seek work. He was first employed 
as a plough hand for three dollars a month and later as a store clerk at thirty dollars 
a month. After seven years he went into business for himself and eventually got into the 
naval stores industry. He bought large interests in Decatur and Early Counties as well 
as north Florida and moved to Bainbridge. Here Mr. Callahan owned and operated a large 
wholesale complex, the Callahan Grocery Company. In addition he operated a fleet of five 
steam boats on the Flint River for both commercial and recreation purposes. At one time 
he owned boats called the John W. Callahan, the Chipola, the John W. Callahan, Jr., and 
the Recreation.

Architecturally the Callahan House is significant for its high style neo-classicism 
shown in the monumental portico, the relative close adherence to symmetry and the house's 
excellent state of preservation.

Presently the house is still used as a residence and owned by a member of the Callahan 
family.



dMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Penhallegon, Mrs. Eunice. Interviewed by E. Macgregor, 1973
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J.W. Callahan House
Photographs taken by Van Jones Martin, Winter 1973

1) Exterior View, front facade; photographer facing south

2) Front hall view of side stairs

3) View of two front parlors and hall

4) View of two front parlors and hall

5) View of dining room


