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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort W1]l1ams is a large field work, planned and constructed in July 1863, under the
The earthen fort, 1200 feet in per1meter, was constructed as a fortification or redoubt
designed for the defense of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad and Depot as well as

- for the city of Glasgow's protection from guerilla warfare. It is located on the highest
area of land near the railroad tracks. Enclosed is a diagram of the original appearance
~ of the fort as shown by an inlay on a map prepared in November of 1863 under the
direction of Lt. Col J. H. Simpson, Chief Engineer of Department of Ohio, Corps of
Engineers.

As can be seen in the accompanying photographs, Fort Williams is currently heavily

- overgrown. The trenches which were dug in the construction of the fort are still quite
distinct and provide a visual outline of the overall shape. Gun emplacements are still

~ distinguishable, as are both entrance ways. The double magazine and the traverse were
destroyed by fire when the fort was captured on October 6, 1863. The Fort Williams
site remains completely unaltered, with the exception of limited natural erosion.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Glasgow's Fort Williams or Fort Hobson is significant because of the preliminary
activities which took place in the vicinity and helped to mold Kentucky's role in the Civil
War, Glasgow's proximity to the Tennessee line brought many of the famous Confederate
Officers for recruiting. Leaders of guerilla warfare frequented the area both before and
after the existence of the fort. Union troops from as far away as Michigan and recruiting
Rebels frequently appeared in the area creating confusion such as the Christmas Eve
Battle of 1862 between Morgan's Cavalry men and the 2nd Michigan Cavalry where several
were killed. In another incident, one of Morgan's men broke into Ed Huggin's home while
they were. obtaining supplies for General Bragg. This led to a firing squad. Between the
Christmas Eve Battle and July 1863, guerilla warfare was at its peak while many were
killed and property was lost. While General John H, Morgan was in Glasgow, he per-
fected his technique of tapping the telegraph which upset and confused the Union from

| " Tennessee to the Ohio River.

Many advances were directly related to Glasgow, such as the Orphan Brigade's march
from Bowling Green to Merry Oaks in January 1862, This was due to the fact that General
Joseph H, Lewis of the Brigade was born in Glasgow and heard a rumor that Union forces
were advancing on it, .The wounded from Munfordsville battle were sent to Glasgow as

 Bragg knew there were several pro-Rebels in the area. With all this activity, Fort

Williams was constructed and garrisoned with Union forces. On October 6, 1863, it was

~ attacked by the 25th Tennessee Infantry consisting of 120 men under Colonel John M
Hughes while garrisoned by 420 men of the 37th Kentucky Mounted Infantry under Major

Samuel Martin.

Victory went to the South with the capture of 200 horses, over 200 mén (later paroled),
26 wounded, and nine killed. The magazines and building were burned.

Reconstruction is planned for the entire site. The rebuilt building when complete is to
be used as a museum housing Civil War relics many of which have already been offered.
These relics would illustrate the narration of the history of the walls. Relics for three
Civil War generals all of Glasgow have been obtained for the museum: General Joseph
H. Lewis (Orphan Brigade), General William McFerran (Union West Pt. Graduate), and
General William T. Martin of the Confederacy. General Lewis is buried in the adjacent

~ cemetery. Also "The Vidette' published by General Morgan at Glasgow in August 1862

has been donated, The reconstruction with museum will help preserve the route of
Morgan's Men as well as the events which led to Kentucky's entry into the Civil War.
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