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LEVI MERRILL HOUSE (120 Ferry Street)
Intensive Survey Form - Continuation Sheet (1)

ARCHITECTURAL STATEMENT:

Description: Rising one and s half stories from a stone foundation, the Merrill
house is sided with narrow clapboards and is rectangular in plan. The ecclectically
detailed residence is identified by pointed, picket fence-~like bargeboards which
trim the edges of the jable roof. This detail is underscored by an unadorned
frieze. Heavy engaged colummns, which like the frieze contrast with the delicately
ornamental bargeboards, mark the corners of the main facade and are repeated at the
main entrance where they flank the doorway. Next to the entrance (the small entrance
porch supported by wooden posés appears to be a modification) on the first floor

is a polygonal bay sheltered by a bracketed roof. Above the bay are two narrow
side-by-side, roundheaded windows plainly framed but highlighted by keystones. A
similar, though smaller window, is located above the entry. The south elevation
contains another bay window while the north elevation features two rectangular
openings with promimont window heads.

The walk leading to the house is stone (large stone blocks) as are two very low
piers (they may have been a portion of a fence) and part of the entrance porch.
These may be remnants of the work of the original owner, a stone mason.

(1981 photo - 33/8)

Significance: Located in Shawtown, a section of Eau Claire which during the lumber
era was dominated by the presence of the Daniél Shaw Lumber Company, the Levi
Merrill house is a unique and significant addition to the city's inventory of
residential architecture. The dwelling, essentially a simple vernacular structure,
combines both Classical and Gothic elements in an enusual and strikingly ptcturesque
composition.

HISTORICAL STATEMENT:

Levi Merrill, the original owner of this residence, was a noted stone mason who

had his quarry at Mt. Washington which is located just west of the home. Merrill
was living in Eau Claire as ea¥ly as 1867 for he cut the stone pedestal for a
sundial that was erected on the corner of Fourth Avenue and Water Street in that
year. A 1927 newspaper article recalling the construction of the sundial noted that
"Mr. Merrill was a fine stone cutter" (B).

The city directories, which for the city &f Eau Claire begin in 1880, recorded
Merrill as a stone mason (1880), a mason for the Daniel Shaw Lumber Company (1894),
and the sexton at lLake View cemetery (1896). In 1898 hiw didow, Mercy Merrill,

was listed at the address (C).

LEGER DESCRIPTION:

A part of Lot 2 in Blk 10 of Daniéd Shaw Lbr. Cos. Add. described as follows: Beginning
at a point on the east line of said lot 2, which is 102 ft. north of the southeast
corner of said lot then west 114 ft. on a line parallel with the south line of said

lot then west at an angde to a point on the west line of said lot 2 which is 54 ft.
north from the southwest corner of said lot then north along the west line of the
northwest corner of said lot then east along the north line of said lot to the north-
east corner of said lot then south alonjthe east line to the point of beginning.



