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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Stone School is a rectangular structure approximately 35' x 70' built
into the side of Zion's Hill, so that the rear of the building is essentially
three stories, and the sides and front, two stories. The walls are random rubble
(some granite, and some shale) with granite quoins. A continuous granite belt
course-at ground level forms the lintels for the opening on the basement level at
the rear of the building. Windows on the other floorshave granite lintels, except
in the case of a double window in the (front) gable end over the entrance where
there is a semi-circular stone relieving arch. The windows are six panes over
six, with some of the original glass remaining. There is a two-stage corbelled
cornice with corner returns; the gable ends of the roof are defined by a simple
rake extension. There are two chimneys.

The two interior floors are of wood construction. The walls are plastered,
and there are metal sidings and ceilings. Iron beam ties have been used.

The great granite steps have been wom by generations of school children.
Other changes which have taken place are the addition of a small wooden vestibule
at the front, a side door on the south side, a fire escape on the north side, and
the asphalt roof. ‘ '
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Construction of the Stone School began in 1841 and was completed in time for its

opening on May 1, 1842,

Probably most of the exterior work was done in 18h41.

when it

was turned over to the New Market Historical Society in 1966, it was quite possibly the
oldest school in New Hampshire used continuously since its construction.

The stone work, which is unusual, was done by William and Robert Channel of

Newmarket.

Road, in the section of Newmarket near the head of Newmarket Neck.

Their farm was on what is now called Bay Road, formerly known as Lubberland
The Channels

quarried the stone on Durham Point, or perhaps in that part of Durham Point which be-

came, in 1870, a part of Newmarket.

Augustus Bradford.

The brick work and plastering were done by

The contract for the seats, desks and blackboards was given to Jewett Tasker

of Newmarket.

"] ike workmanship as the pews in the Methodist meeting house.

boards which remain may be original ones.

It specified that the furniture was to be made of the same wood and of
" Some of the old black-

Newmarket has other fine examples of stone architecture--the Universalist
Meeting House (Stone Church), also on Zion's Hill; and of course, the unexcelled old
granite mills by the falls of the Lamprey River.
part of this architectural heritage in our little mill town.

The Stone School

is an important
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