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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bedingfield Inn was built for a family residence and stagecoach inn 
circa 1836.

The inn is a two story weatherboarded, hip roof building with seven 
bays and nine-over-nine, green shuttered windows. The double portico has 
square columns, corresponding pilasters, and a simple spoke railing. There 
are two entrance doors, panelled and with transom lights, on the first floor 
porch on either side of a central window. On the second floor, the central 
door is elaborated with transom and side lights. The cornices, door and 
window treatments are simple in design. There are two central, asymmetrical 
ly placed chimneys. The entrance steps to the first level porch are central 
three-sided steps with a turn back railing. One alteration from the 
original structure is the omission of the exterior second floor steps on 
the south facade. There "is presently a second story door, but no steps 
leading to it.N.

The first floor is entered by two front doors, one on the left to the 
smaller ladies 1 parlor and one on the right to the public room. Both of 
these rooms have stairs to the second floor and both have access to the 
larger dining room that extends across two-thirds of the rear of the house. 
Two other rooms on the first floor, a dining room and parlor-library were 
used by the owner's family. The second floor has a central hall that runs 
lengthwise from north to south. Off of this hall are family and private 
bedrooms and a common room, without a fireplace, for those seeking less 
expensive accommodations.

The furnishings of the inn are a careful selection of what would be 
typical of a c.1840 stagecoach inn. In the ladies parlor are empire style 
furnishings that include a marble top table with an urn pedestal base, and 
a mahogany veneered sofa and secretary. The private parlor is furnished 
with an early empire style sofa, tables and chairs and a melodeon. Inv;£he 
private dining room is a c.1835 tilt top table and a late 1830 secretary."^

(A kitchen building and log cabin have been moved to the site as 
exhibits; however the Board of Review ruled that "inclusion of the kitchen 
and log cabin cannot be justified until sufficient documentation has 
been obtained.")
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\Bedingfield Inn, a rural version of the £3^gqLcal Reyitf&JX style was 
built c. 1836 by the prosperous Stewart County pJ^^ief^xD^XBryan N. 
Bedingfield, an<l has been used through the years for^resldential and com 
mercial purposes^ It now serves the community as a place for meetings and 
as a museum.

Bedingfield Inn is a good example of what happened to the Classical 
Revival in rural areas. Stately Oaks, c.1840, in Jonesboro (on the National. 
Register) and the Move Plantation, c.1836, in Stewart County, Georgia, are 
all examples of a hip roof, frame house with a central, double, square- 
columned hip roof porch. All of these refer in style to the Renaissance 
villa of Palladio with double, central, but pedimented, porticos. Here in 
Georgia a simplified translation of these Renaissance buildings is made.

Dr. Bedingfield, a man of some wealth and sophistication, known to 
have occasionally traveled to New York, built the inn as a family residence 
and stagecoach inn. Located about a day's travel from Columbus on the north 
and Fort Gaines and Cuthbert on the south, the inn was a convenient stopping 
place for travelers going east and west between Americus, Georgia, and 
Eufaula, Alabama. Thus it was a center for commercial and community activ 
ity. Dr. Bedingfield had moved "out west" to Lumpkin from Washington, 
Georgia about 1830. Dr. Bedingfield was not only a physician; he operated 
the inn, which was also his home, worked as a surveyor, laying off many of 
the Stewart County roads and ran a store. He was a trustee of the Stewart 
County Academy founded in 1831 and director of the Lumpkin Independent 
Academy founded in 1842. His son, Samuel, was the first white male child 
born in Stewart County.

Through the years, the inn changed its function. The Bedingfield 
family lived there about ten years, and it is not known what they called th 
inn. (Its name is now derived from the fact that the Bedingfields first 
lived there.) Before the turn of the century it was called Cuba House, usel 
as a photographer's studio, millinery shop and about 1903 became the Ard 
House, known for "setting a fine table." It later served as a boarding 
house, low rent apartments and was used for office space.

The inn, still located on its origial site across from the town square 
was restored in 1965 and presently serves as a center for civic meetings 
and as a museum of early travel accomodations, furnished presumably as it 
was about 1840.
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