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Long Island Head Light, Boston

SITE DESCRIPTION: The Long Island Head Light, Boston, marks the President
Roads, at the north entrance to the Nantasket Roads, and is an Inner Harbor
Light for Boston Harbor. It was, in fact, known for many years as the Inner
Harbor Light, and was in two other locations before it was built finally on
the highest point of land at the north end of Long Island. The World War |
Fort Strong's remains lie a short distance from the tower, revealing its
strategic location. Access to the island is made over a bridge from
Wollaston, a town long since incorporated into the city of Quincy, but is
highly restricted due to the city's prison hospital located in the center of
the island. Small one-lane roads lead through the hospital buildings to the
far end of the island and the lighthouse.
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MAJOR ELEMENTS: Only the tower (1819) and entranceway remain, although the
immediate area is covered by a thick underbrush and the oil house may still

exist.

Exterior

Tower -

Balcony

Lens Room

INTERIOR
Tower -

Stairs

Windows -

The white brick 1819 tower has a small brick gable-roofed
entranceway with single window, now blocked up with a plywood
sheet. The wooden eaves of the entrjway strongly resemble those
of many New England oil houses. A stone step leads to the
interior through a solid steel door, obviously not original.
Inside the walls, floor and ceiling are all brick, with a thin
wood moulding that runs around the four sides of the ceiling.
The cylindrical tower has four windows with wooden frames set
slightly into the brick wall. One 2/2 window is located on the
inland side, above the entryway and the other three face Boston
Harbor and are all on different levels of the tower. The remains
of a grounding strap can be found on the northwest side. A
decorative four course brick stepped corbel table runs around the
tower directly beneath the Italianate iron arches that support
the balcony, and is the only aesthetic feature in the otherwise
simple structure.

The circular iron balcony is 50" wide and is made up of segments
fitted together. Ornate cast iron molded balusters (ltalianate)
like those at other Massachusetts 19th century lights are
connected to one another by a simple flat strip near the finial
and a thin round pole of iron at the base. An iron half door
with a hood above it leads into the lens room.

The ten-sided lens room has five intact aluminum air vents,
situated within the exterior wall, the metal conical roof is
typical of others, in that it is made of the same number of
triangular segments as there are windows, A black metal
ball-shaped air vent tops the roof, and above that extends the
lightning rod. The ten single-pane windows of the lens room are
visible from all sites, and are taller than most others. That
is, the metal wall up to the windows is quite short in comparison
with other lens rooms. The windows, therefore, offer a greater
light range. They measure 25 1/2" by 47 1/2".

Another set of iron doors, measuring 34" X 75", separate the
brick entranceway and the tower itself, A three course brick
arch is located directly above the doors, The floor of the tower
is brick and a staircase of twenty-three iron steps circle
upwards to a platform.

From this platform, another twenty-seven steps leads to a second
metal semicircular platform which comprises the lamproom. Each
iron stair measures 8" on the narrow end, 10 1/2" on the center,
and 13" at the widened, and all are 32" long from side to side.
A wooden hand-cut railing runs the length of the stair.

The four windows in the tower are virtually the same size. The
middle one is 24" X 40", and the top window is 24 3/4" X 40

1/2".  All four have a three course brick arch above them and are
set into the wall of the tower with granite posts, lintels and
sills. Slightly curved outward, the sills measure 10 3/4" at the
center and 11 1/2" at each end.
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Lens Room -

A straight eleven-rung iron ladder leads directly up to the lens
room which has been stripped of many of its original
technological parts, such as the smoke vent above the lantern.
and, the original air vents, The walls were probably at one time
covered with vertical wooden sheathing but the exterior metal
wall has since been exposed, An automatic plastic lens has
replaced the old.
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CHRONOLOGCAL HISTORY:
1819 - referred to as the Inner Harbor Light. Present tower built.

1845

1918
1942
1945
1947
1954
1966
1979

1982
1985

Keeper Charles Beck ran a signal system for pilots in Boston Harbor.
He would hoist up a black ball to indicate that more pilots were needed
to guide ships in.

intensity of light was increased to 1700 candlepower and the tower wes
repainted.

candlepower reduced to 2000; 56-watt bulbs inside a frosted lamp were
installed; and the tower was painted olive for camouflage.

candlepower wes increased to 5,500. New lamps installed.

tower repainted white.

light was extinguished from April to June and from October to December.
the 3 1/2 Order Fresnel lens gave 14,000 candlepower; had 120 volt, 250
watt daylight control, called a Sauter Time Switch.

Coast Guard reported water damage, bricks swelling, rotting balcony,
railings and window frames.

Long Island Head Light extinguished as an active aid to navigation.
Light re-established, converted to solar power and relit, October,
1985; light tower repaired and repainted at the same time.
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Long Island Head Light, Boston, possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials and workmanship as well as important associations with the
development of aids to navigation in Massachusetts. Erected in 1817, it is an
excellent example of an early brick tower with unique architectural detail
such as triple courses over the windows and door and ringing the exterior.
Historically, it is especially important as the major light marking Boston's
Inner Harbor. Long Island Light meets criteria A and C of the NRP on the
state level as well as survey criteria la, 2a.
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