
V'l 

:z 
0 

1-

u 
=> 
~ 

1-

:z 

w 
w 

Form 10-300 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE: 

Arkansas 

L1~> 

COMMON: 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

/ Joseohh noble )....$. VBrewerv 
ANDI OR HISTORIC: I 

"''}'' 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

No. 3rd and E St. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Fort Smith 

COUNTY: 

Sebastian 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMB_~ "E 

/ ;< ,----
·'-' U UA 1.;)1 J j" .. 

\ J. i. i 

STATE CODE 'COUNTY : CODE 

Arkansas 05 I Sebastian 131 
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CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

0 District ~ Bui I ding 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Public 

~ Private 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

STATUS 

~ Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 

[PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commerc ial 

~ Educational 

0 Entertainment 

I OWNER'S NAME: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

[CIT Y OR TOWN: 

0 Government 0 Park 

0 0 
0 
[?9 

Industrial Pri vote Residence 

Military 0 Religious 

Museum 0 Scientific 

Ed Dell Wortz 

5504 Yantis 

[COURTHOUSE , REGISTRY OF DEEDS ETC: 

Sebastian Countv Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

Cl TY OR TO WN : 

Fort Smith 

STATE: 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Arkansas 72901 

STATE 

Arkansas 72901 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

~ Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 

0 No 

0 Comments 
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CONDITION 
tXJ Excellent 0 Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Altered ~ Unaltered 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

The Joseph Knoble Brewery building looks today very much 
as it did in-lB2 1. Mr. C. H. Wortz, Jr., has restored 
the building to its original appearanc~ and re-equipped 
it for its original purpose. 

The building is rectangular in shape, of three s.:to_ri.e.& 
and is constructed of native cut stona, coursed, and with 
a natural finish. The first floor window and door sur­
rounds consist of native stone sills and arches with 
radiating voussoirs. The second and third floor window 
surrounds are of stone with flat lintels and sills. 
There is one door, on the west side, located midway be­
tween the first and second stories, which was used to 
load and unload wagons. Its treatment, as regards arch 
and sill, conforms to that o f the first floor. 

m 
Windows are, generally, double hung sashes with 12 lights. m 
The exceptions to this are on the third floor, east and 
west sides, where the windows are single hung sash with 
6 lights. z 

The roof framing is of wood, with (at present) a composi­
tion roof. Cornice fascia, soffit and frieze are of very 
simple design. There are eaves returns on the north side 
of the building, but not on the south side. The roof it­
self is a medium gable type. 

A street entrance on the no rth side of the building leads 
to al-£amrly beer garden which was constructed at the 
se~ond floor level of the building. The outside beer 
garden was huilt over a beer vault which is on the same 
lev el as the first floor of the building, but not part 
of the building. The beer vault is to the east of the 
main structure and is connected to the main building by 
a stone tunnel. After construction the beer vault was 
covered with earth and the surface was later developed 
into the outdoor beer garden. 

The beer vault was constructed t o store the beer kegs. 
At one end of the vault there is an inclined opening 
which leads to the surface. Ice, cut from the Arkansas 
River, was placed in this vaulr-by means of this opening 
and inclined ramp. 

The third floor of the building was the brewing floor of 
the brewery. The malting floor and mash tank, wort tank, 
cool slip tank, and - fermentation tank is located here. 
The floor below was the kegging room. A pipe leads from 
the fermentation tank on the third floor to the kegging 
room o n the second. The beer was kegged here and theh 
stored in the beer vault. 

0 
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Form 10-300o 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NAT IONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY· NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

7. Description 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Sebastian 

The first flo o r was used as a tavern or beer garden during 
the winter months . 

This building has been restored and equipped to almo st the 
same state that it was in between 1851 and 1885. 

GPO 90!.082 
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(Check One or More as Appropriate) PERIOD 

0 Pre-Columbian I 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

I 'SPEC I Fl C DA TE(S) (If Arm ;rsohl• and Known) 

0 18th Century 

0 J.9th Century 

AREAS OF SIGN I Fl CANC E (Ch_eck One or ~ore as Appropriate) 

A bar iginai 

0 Prehistoric 

1D Historic 

0 Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

0 Art 

:!9 Comme<ce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

!STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

1!9 Indus try 

0 Invention 

0 londscope 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 Poi'itic.;l 

0 Religion/ Phi ­

losophy 

.. (] sci.;.:.e:e 
0 'Sculpture . 

0 Socia 1/ Human-

itorion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

EJ 20th Century 

0 - tJt,ban"Piannirig 

0 Other (Specify) 

The significance of this building is three-fold. The 
building itself is of value from the standpoint that 
i~ only ~.1!-rv_i.yin<_t . e~~ffiPl~~- ' in A~kan~as ·' " o_f -~ I_l1~d­
nineteen1:n ,. cent ury br.ewery. While 1 t d1splays no 
un1que architectural -fea-tures, it does survive as an 
example of the type structure needed to house a brewery. 
It also serves to illustrate the mecha~iC§ of an early 

.Ark§.:Qsas industry, 0r -craft. Joseph Knoble, as builder 
and owner of this building, is also an important figure 
in the socio-economic history of the City of Fort Smith, 
Sebastian County and the State of Arkansas. 

1 
v.· 

A native of Wittenberg, Germany, J~ph_KnobLe settled 
in Fort Smith, Arkansas in 1851 : - In ail probability 
the large German population which had emigrated to the 
area was one of the factors which influenced ' the brew­
master to establish his home and brewery in Fort Smith. 

Shortly after his arrival in Fort Smith he purchased ­
the land upo n which the brewery is now situated. He 
immediately commenced' 'construction of a substantial 
house to shelter his family. Once Joseph Knoble's 
family had moved into the house, Knoble immediately 
began building the brewery · adjacent t o the house. He 
constructed both of these buildings of na~ive stone. 

Joseph Knoble was one of the l~adin_g ~erJ.l1an mexchants .in 
the Fort Smith area. He actively pursued his profession 
until his death in 1 881. He is interred in the Catholic 
Cemetery on LexingtOn-Avenue in Fort Smith. 
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STATE: 

DATE 

Arkansas Historical Preservation Pro am 10/15/70 
TREET AND NUMBER : 

23 West Th 
CITY OR TOWN: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the N a tiona 1 Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the ' criteF~a and prpcf!d.\1 res set 

forth by the National P ark Service. The recommended 

level ~f significance of this nomination is: 

National O State ~ Local 0 

Name _.IAw~~~~~,.-~·~t~ilt'~~~-II!~Jl~ .. ,..ll!t•lli!! .... MW~..._~"ti.~~~--4~~--­
George M. Reynolds 

Title _...::S=-t=a:...:t:...:e=--L=i:...:a::.:l=-· _s...::o_n __ O_f_f_l_· _c_e_r __ _ 

Date 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief Office of Archeology and Historic 
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Quadrangle Fort Smith, Arkansas 
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 
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2. North or row. 

3. latitude and longitude reference. 
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
1023 WEST THIRD STREET LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 501 374-0375 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
u. s. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
801 - 19th Street N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh : 

August 25 , 1971 

Attached are nomination forms for two Arkansas 
properties: Joseph Knoble's Brewery and Bonneville House. 

1'"--r:---. 
":'' ' \ ,' ' 

Would it be possible to have the processing of these 
forms expedited? I regret having to make this request since 
the delay in submitting the nomination forms rests with this 
office. However, the Fort Smith Heritage Foundation, of the 
City of Fort Smith, will be the recipient of the State of 
Arkansas' first acquisition reimbursement under the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966. Dr. Bradford's office 
approved this project (W. H. H. Clayton Home) during the 
fiscal year just past and the State is currently anticipating 
receipt of this first reimbursement for an acquisition proj­
ect. 

We intend to hold a ceremony of some sort at Fort 
Smith when we present the reimbursement warrant, and feel 
that we could provide added impetus to the Fort Smith his­
toric preservation movement if we could announce the inclusion 
of two more Fort Smith properties on the National Register at 
that time. 

Thank you for any assistance you may provide. 

JEP:mfw 

Attachments 

Very truly yours, 

~E.~ 
Jack E. Porter, Administrator 
Historic Preservation Program 



ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
1023 WEST THIRD STREET LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 

Miss Mary Means 
Office of the Keeper of 

the National Register 
U. S . Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
801 - 19th Street Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Miss Means: 

February 1, 1972 

501 374-0375 

The Joseph Knoble Brewery is, in the opinion of the 
professional staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation 
Program, one of the most significant historic commercial 
properties in the state . To date , it is the only surviving 
mid- nineteenth century brewery that our survey has located 
and identified . 

The restoration was begun by a private individual in 
1960. This was, as you are aware, six years before the 
passage of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
and nine years before the Arkansas Historic Preservation 
Program came into being . 

While the restoration is not 100% technically correct, 
as regards some external features, the deficiencies are 
minimal and can be easily corrected . The building was 
structurally sound and the initial preservation efforts 
consisted primarily in removing rubble and debris, and 
replacing rotted or damaged wood . Mr . Carl Wortz, Jr . 's 
initial concern was with restoring a mid-nineteenth century 
brewery as an historical entity, and not with the architec­
ture . However, Mr . Wortz is a man of considerable means 
and would be amena ble to undertaking additional restoration 
to correct technical difficulties . 

I trust that this letter will assist you in coming to 
a decision in regard to the property . 

Very truly yours, 

~£~strator 
Historic Preservation Program 

JEP:mfw 
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