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ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Samuel Farrar House was built in 18^6 from designs by Richard
with a wing added in 18^6 from plans by Isaiah Rogers. The 

Farrar House is one of Maine's grandest Greek Reyival temple style homes. 
Its amphiprostyle treatment of a portico at either end is extremely rare 
in the state.

The Samuel Farrar House is rectangular in form. It possesses a 
granite foundation, two story brick walls, and wooden portico and roof 
construction. The Court Street facade has a monumental Grecian portico. 
Four massive wooden fluted columns with Doric capitals support an en 
tablature and a triangular pediment. Much carved detail was lavished on 
the entablature and the pediment with the purpose of creating a correct 
Grecian temple front. The entablature is divided into an architrave, 
a freize, and a cornice. The freize is ornamented with alternating 
triglyphs and metopes. Below each triglyphs is a guttae, and above each 
one is a mutule. The triangular pediment is recessed. Around its peri 
meter is a series of mutules. In the center is a triangular ornament 
displaying a large carved anthemion.

Behind the coluifnade of the portico stands the front wall of the 
house. This is divided into three bays by four brick pilasters with 
wooden caps. The central bay possesses a large doorway, while each of 
the two flanking bays have a large three part window. Over both the door 
and the windows is a dentil molding. Each of the three second story bays 
have a window.

The Court Street facade was duplicated at the other end of the 
Farrar House. However, in recent years, it has been altered with the 
addition of a two story wooden gable roofed structure.

The right side of the Samuel Farrar House has four windows on each 
of the two stories. Above each window is a dentil molding. Between 
each first and second story window is a recessed rectangular panel. The 
entablature with its architrave, freize, and cornice is continued from 
the facade. Above the cornice project two tall brick chimnies. Running 
across the side of the roof is a low monitor with windows and a bracketed 
cornice. Whether this feature is original or was added at a later date 
is unknown.

The left side of the Farrar House differs somewhat from the right. 
At the front there are two bays of first and second story windows. These 
have dentil moldings above them and recessed rectangular panels between 
the first and second stories. Beyond the second bay stands a two story 
gable roofed brick wing, which was added in 1846 from Isaiah Rogers' de 
signs. The front of the wing has a one story wooden porch, probably of 
a later date. Like the right side, the facade entablature is carried on 
the left side and across the front of the wing. Two chimnies and a roof 
monitor also occur on the left.

rnntinnatinn

CO

m 
rn

70

C

n



PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate)

O Pre-Columbian j Q 16th Century 

D 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

Abor iginal

Q Prehistoric

n Historic 

[~] Agriculture 

(2) Architecture 

D Art 

[~~| Commerce 

Q Communications 

[~| Conservation

I | Education

PI Engineering

| | Industry

| | Invention

I| Landscape

	Architecture 

I | Literature

O Military 

Music

n Political

n Religion/Phi 

losophy

I| Science

| | Sculpture

I I Social/Human 

itarian

Q Theater

I | Transportation

I| Urban Planning 

-'21 Other (Specify)

Adaptive use

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Samuel Farrar House in Bangor, located on Court Street is both 
historically and architecturally significant.

Historically the house is significant for it was the residence of 
one of Bangor's leading businessmen during the boom of the 1830's, Samuel 
Farrar.

Born in Portsmouth, New Hampshire on December 28, 1805, Samuel/Farrar 
grew up in Blcornfield and Dexter, Maine. He dropped out of Bowdoin and 
Colby colleges and in 1826 entered the law offices of Rue! and Daniel 
Williams at Augusta in preparation for a career in law.

He continued his studies in Philadelphia but ill health caused him 
to give this up. In 1829, he returned to Maine to work for his father 
in furthering his business interests in mills, stores, and lumbering. In 
1834, the firm of Jonathan Farrar & Sons was dissolved and Samuel took his 
share, some $100,000. and settled in Bangor.

In 1836, he built the house which is the subject of this nomination. 
He entered the cultural and business life of Bangor and became one of the 
principal proprieters of the Bangor House, president of the Mercantile 
Bank, and a municipal judge.

He continued his interests in the Mills in Dexter but in 1857, his 
enterprises failed and he was forced to sell his Bangor property including 
his house. Broken in spirit by his losses he removed to Wisconsin where 
he died suddenly in 1862.

Architecturally this house is most significant not only to the city 
of Bangor, but to the nation for it was one of the early works of one of 
America's foremost architects, Richard Upjohn. An addition, a two story 
brick wing, was added in 1846, to the house by another of America's great 
architects, Isaiah Rogers.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Although the Samuel Farrar House has undergone some alterations, it 
is basically intact and presents one of the most impressive statements of 
Greek Revival temple style architecture in Maine.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Upjohn designed three residences in Bangor all in the Greek Revival 
style; most of Upjohn's later work was in the Gothic style. The other 
residences designed by Upjohn and built in Bangor, were the F.A. Hill 
House (G.A.R. Memorial) of 1836 (Nat'1 Register, October 31, 1972) and 
the Isaac Farrar House (Symphony House) 1833-36 (Nat'1 Register October 
26, 1972). Isaac Farrar was the brother of Samuel Farrar whose house 
is the subject of this nomination.
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