
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office oi the Secretary, State House, Boston 

la Area no. Form no. 
53-A 

1. Town 
W o r c e s t e r 

Address 

Name 

12 IJelson P l a c e 

John Brooks House 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Present use r e s i d e n c e 

Present owner 

3. Description: 

Date 

Roger and R u t h Brooks 

ca.1811-7-1856 

deeds and Brooks o b i t . " 
R o l l 17 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source 

Style 

Architect 

b r a c k e t e d V i c t o r i a n 

tinknown -

Exterior wall fabric c l a p b o a r d 

b arn s (mo de rn) Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features t h r e e g a b l e s f a c i n g 

• Grove S t r e e t , p a i r e d b r a c k e t s w i t h 
d roo oendajatSy h e x a g o n a l g a b l e 
l i g h t , p o r c h 

n o t s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
Altered Date 

Moved 
no 

Date 

OTH-
A s s e s s o r s ' Book 2 1 , p . 2 1 

5. Lot size: 3^53 a c r e s , no l o t # i 

ne acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre_ 

5 0 0 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

50'  
l5l L a L l i i U  

6. Recorded by B . R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization ^>^orc. H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc 

Date December 1977 

(over) 



7. Original owner (if known)_ John H . Brooks 

Original use res idence (farrahouse^ 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political •::r 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

John Brooks {I809-I89I1I, a native of Princeton, came to Worcester i n 
1837, By I8IJ.7 he had pxorchased a farm called the "iielson Place" on which 
he raay have b u i l t the west vxing of the present house, a smaller cottage, 
as a bu i l d i n g i s shown i n t h i s approximate location on the 1851 map of 
Worcester. According to Brooks' obituary, the present house was b u i l t 
i n 1856 and remained his home u n t i l I 8 8 I . Brooks was a deacon of the 
Central Church from I863 to 1879; a member of the Massachusetts State 
T__-. ^ 1854., I8S5 and 1886; and a member of the Worcester Common LegisT.ature 
Council i n l8 5 0 - l 8 5 l . In 
smith and vxas involved i n 
and C-reendale sections of 
of Brooks' descendants and 

J 

a d d i t i o n t o f a r m i n g , Broolas worked as a b l a c k -
r e a l es ta te development i n t he Chadt'fick Square 
the c i t y . The p r o p e r t y remains i n the possession 

i s , perhaps, the o n l y f a r m l e f t i n V/orcester , 

The John Brooks House i s a one and one -ha l f s t o r e y frame house, b u i l t 
to g ive the appearance o f a c o t t a g e . The facade ( sou th ) i s th ree bays 
wide a t the f i r s t s t o r e y , r i s i n g t o a steep gable w i t h oculus a t t h e " a t t i c . 
At the f i r s t s t o r e y , the facade has a s i d e - h a l l e n t r y , tv:o o v e r - s i z e d 
windows and a f u l l porch w i t h open supports and o r i g i n a l b r a c k e t s . Un­
usua l f o r b u i l d i n g s of t h i s t y p e , the Brooks House has th ree b racke ted 
gables on the east ( s i d e ) felevation. On the house's x-rest w a l l i s a 

' r e c t a n g u l a r - p l a n e l l set a t I ' i g h t angles t o the main body of the ho-ise. 
A l t e r a t i o n s t o the house are rainor, c o n s i s t i n g o f a one-s torey frarce 
a d d i t i o n a t the n o r t h end of the house's east e l e v a t i o n . I n i t s present 
c o x i d i t i o n , the Bcooks House i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y f i n e example of l o c a l l y 
popular co t t age - type o f the l850s and l 8 6 0 s , 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Worcester County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds. 
Worcester H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . B i o g r a p h i c a l f i l e . 

• VJal l , Caleb. Reminiscences o f V/orcester, 1657-1877. p . 2 1 3 . 
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