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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND-ORIGIN Al. fif known). PHYS4C AU APPKARAMCE

Exterior.
^rfhe Berry House is a two-story Dutch style building 

with Greek Revival ohagaetoristius, Gambsel roof and apairof 
inside gable end chimneys on each end (four in total )f Three 
of the four outside walls, which are twenty inches thick, 
have been stuccoed over, but the fourth illustrates its 
original nstive-stone appearance. The gables are clapboard 
having a central window with mullion flanked on each side by a 
smaller window. Above the center window is a fan window. The 
house has five bays and a center hall. The windows here are 
12 over 12 double-hung sash with shutters. The doorway has a 
modern triangular pediment overhead, but the sidelights are 
Greek Revival. There is also a modern porch protecting three 
b&ys .^

'The only exterior alterations from the Greek Revival 
appearance are the additions of the portico, the pediment, 
and several dormers along with an application of stucco. 
Otherwise, the building appears as it did when remodeled in 
the early nineteenth century.

Attached to the Berry House is a small 12 by 12 feet 
smokehouse with gable roof and chimney. Hear the smokehouse 
is a stone lined well and brick cistern, in excellent 
condition, /t

Interior.
The main floor has four rooms and hall; the upstairs six 

bedrooms and a hall; and the cellar three rooms and a furnace 
area. The halls are 32 feet long and ten feet wide. The rooms 
on the first floor are approximately 16 feet by 16 feet 
whereas, the six upstairs rooms are much smaller; the length 
of the building being ^2 feet end the width 32 feet. All but 
the present dining room have the wide-board floors. The insld* 
walls and ceilings are plaster, most of the original, with 
animal hair. There are six fireplaces in the house, with five 
them having carved wooden mantels, while the sixth is an 
open stone fireplace.

As the exterior, most of the interior has remained 
intact and well preserved throughout the decades.
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8* Sign
PERIOD fcfceclr One or More as Appropriate)

O Pre-Columbian! Q 16th Century 

Q T5th Century Q 17th Century

I8tb Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEUS) (If Applicable andKnown) 1720. 1779 . 1800-1825

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More a« Appropriate.)

Aboriginal

C] Prehistoric

Q Historic 

f~l Agriculture 

(XJ Architecture 

D Art . 

f~| Commerce . ' 

Q Communications 

f~1 Conservation

Q Education 

Q Engineering 

Q Industry 

[~~1 Invention 

[~| Landscape

Architecture 

t~l Literature 

Q Military 

D Music

n Political

D Religion/Phi- 

losopny

F~l Science

[~l Sculpture

PI Social/Human­ 

itarian

dj Theater

( I Transportation

I |: Urban Planning 

EH Other (Specify)

Settlement

ment.
The Berry (or Berrle) Family was the second family to 

settle on the west side* of the Pompton River, and the 
first on the Plains ./Mention of Martin Berry is noted in 
the Reformed Dutch Church records of 1738 when he was 
ordained as an elder of the church. Martin Berry married 
in 1720 and it is a distinct possibility that the house 
was first constructed at that time to receive his bride as 
this was the custom. This is most probable since Martin 
Berrys' will In 1779 referred to this house as "my old 
place I now possess. 11 (Emphasis added).

Evidently, sometime in the first quarter of the 
nineteenth century the house was extensively remodeled* 
i»o that — feat ur e &rnare~ slmo s t e xclns 1 ve ly~'t*TWlr'1Jie vl

feh« - -f oundmtturr «ntt"~"sl5ffie of the

Architecture.
Architecturally, the Berry House Is an excellent 

example of what a wealthy Dutch farmer might own in the 
early pert of the nineteenth century in northern New 
jersey.

Notalble features in the interior are the fine 
workmanship of the mantelpieces, the built in cabinets, 
and the front door; all of which exhibit Greek Revival 
character is tics. Also worth mention is the framework 
construction which can be most easily viewed from the 
open attic. And on the outside Is the general form of 
this attractive 19th century structure, the smokehouse, 
and the well and cistern.

This house is an important source of instruction for 
serious Architectural Historians, especially those dealing 

in ethnic group architecture. Pew private homes in New 
Jersey can compare with the workmanship 
of the Martin Berry House.
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