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7. Description

(Check One)

CONDITION Excellent {0 Good D‘F"i' [ Deterioroted D Ruins J Unexposed
(Check One) . (Check One)
[;‘Ahered [ Unolitered’ ‘ 3 Moved 3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND.ORIGINAL (if known). P-HVNCALAAPPSIARANCE

Extexryor. . :

The Berry House is a two-story Dutch style building
with - , Gambrel roof and apalrof
inside geble end chimneys on each end (four in total)s Three
of the four outside walls, which are twenty inches thick,
have been stuccoed over, but the fourth illustrates its
original native-stone sappearance., The gables are clapboard
having & central window with mullion flanked on each side by 4
smaller window. Above the center window iz a fan window. The
house has five bays and s center hall, The windows here are
12 over 12 double-hung sash with shutters, The doorwey has a
modern trienguler pediment overhead, but the sidelights are
Gre=k Revival., There is &lso & modern porch protecting three

bays.

’fﬂe only exterior slterations from the Greek Revival
appearsnce are the edditions of the portico, the pediment,
and several dormers slong with an applicaetion of stucco.
Otherwise, the building eppeers as it did when remodeled in
the early nineteenth century.

Attached to the Berry House 12 a smell 12 by 12 feet
smokehouse with gable roof and chimney,., Near the smokehouse
is & stone lined well and brick cistern, in excellent
condition.

Interior., A

The mein floor hes four rooms and hall; the upstelrs six
bedrooms end a hall; snd the celler three rooms and a furnsace
sarea. The halls are 32 feet long and ten feet wide. The rooms
on the first floor are spproximstely 16 feet by 16 feet
wherees, the six upstairs rooms are much smaller; the length
of the building being 42 feet snd the width 32 feet. All but
the present dining room hsve the wide-board floors. The 1nsid1
wells snd ceilings are plaster, most of the original, with
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animel hair. There are six fireplsces in the house, with five jof

them having cerved wooden mantels, while the sixth is an
open stone fireplesce,

As the exterior, most of the interior has remsined
intsct and well preserved throughout the decades.
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|STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Seti{jement,

The Berry (or Berrie) Family was the second family to

ottle on the west si of the Pompton River, and the

first on the Plains+Mention of Martin Berry 1s noted 1in
the Heformed Dutch Church records of 1738 when he was
ordeined as an elder of the church, Martin Berry married
in 1720 and it is a distinct possibility that the house
was first constructed at that time to receive his bride as
this was the custom., This is most probable since Martin
Berrys' will in 1779 referred to this house as "my old
place I now possess,.,"” (Emphasis added).

Evidently, sometime in the first quarter of the
nineteenth century the house wes extensively remodeled.

so—that—features are elmost exclusively
/ufiéxccptvaorhape~“the foundattonMand“§bme of the frami

Architocturo.

Architecturally, the Berry House 1is an excellent:
example of what a wealthy Dutch fasrmer might own 1in the
eerly pert of the nineteenth century in northern Now %
Jersey. : :

Notable features in the interior are the fine
workmanship of the mentelpieces, the built in cabinets,
and the front door; all of which exhibit Gre=k Revival
charactoristics. Also worth mention is the framework
construction which can be most easlily viewed from the
open sttic. And on the outside is the general form of
this attractive 19th century structure, the smokehouse,
and the well and cistern.

This house is an important source of instruction for
serious Architectural Historlens, especially those desaling

ih ethnic group architecture. Few private homes in New
Jersey can compare with the workmenship and &
of the Martin Berry House,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set f[)‘/m . :
. J

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [T} State [ . Local - [X

~ Chief, Office of Archeology and Hiftoric Preservation

Date é// ?/7‘3

ATTEST:

BRichard J. Sullivan

Title Commi ssioner, Department of
Environmental Protection

Date Jamary 29, 1973 Date




