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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

PRESENT

CONDITION

The Marshall Hme is a brick building in good interior preservation
consisting of cellar, two stories, and attic. Twe rooms and a hall are on
each floor; stairs lead from first to second floor, and from second faocor
attic, Inside dimensions of the house are about twenty-four feet wide by nty-
five feet deep.

The first floor is divided into front room fifteen and a half feet wid
by thirteen feet deep; rear room fifteen and a half feet wide by twelve fee
deep; and hall on the east side. The hallway has a front door facing south
Bridge Street, a stairway to the second fleor, and rear, north door to outs
At this rear door there is a thick stone doorsill, suggesting that this door
led outside before any of the rear additions were made., The hallway is ei
feet wide by twenty-five feet long. The he:lght of the rooms on the first
is about eight and one half feet, ,
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The second floor has a front room, last used by the nuns as a chapel and
perhaps two rooms combined, twenty-four feet wide by thirteen and one half
feet deep. The back room and hall with stairway to the attie take up the
remaining dimensions. The floored attic has a plaster-walled room within
a larger unfinished area,

Some details are noticeable in the interior. Fireplace openings are i
the two downstairs rooms., Six-paneled doors open to the ocutside and open
each room frem the halls. The interior doors are thin, one inch thick, and
appear to be hand planed., Cupboards with paneled doors are bullt beside
chimney in the four main roms. A rounded chair-rail moulding is in the
lower hall, the stairway walls, and the upstairs rooms, Windows of ‘the h
number three in the downstairs front roam, one in downstairs rear, four 1in
upstairs front room, and cne in upstairs rear, These windows are large, four-
pane replacements, Two small windows are in the attic. The house had arn
addition at the north rear end and another house adjoined on the east side,
80 no windows presently appear on the north and east sides.
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ORIGINAL

The original physical appearance of this brick dwelling is mot known.
To judge by descriptions of other house in early Lambertville, wood frame
kitchens, wooden wash houses and tool sheds were common additions to brick
main houses., The land the house stands upon was purchased by Philip Marshall
in 1815. Presumably the house was built in 1816, The Octeber 3, 183L inven

of Philip Marshall's estate and contents of this house mentions kitchen, Idtrhen
chamber, work shop, shop cellar, shop chamber, office, and shop g '
apparently within a town lot mesdsuring more or less thirty-three f«‘b w:l.do \‘;\
two hundred deep. SR I
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ARCHITECTURE

Mr. Martin Well of the architectural firm of Price and Dickey stated
that this dwelling, bmilt in 1816, i= of a design conservative for its time.
The house has changed owners six times, and undergone “ﬁﬂar%?“;; 8 o
Still, the basic house retains a feeling of proportion and di « JIts thin-
hand-worked doows, the chimmey cupboards, the smoeth-flowing balustrade,
the relatively large size of the hallways suggest the style of the eighteen
century. Philip Marshall, its first owner, was a wheelwright and wagarmaker.
His artie‘m*?ﬁ%f‘“_ii"ﬁaner in size than those of wealthier men, but no less
rich in character,

U.S. HISTORY

The Marshall House is significant historically because it links New
Jersey with the country's development beyond the Atlantic seaboard colonies,
overland, to Califernia and the Pacific. James W. Marshall lived in the house
as boy and young man, then traveled from New Jersey to Misseuri Territory to|

northern California, serving in the Bear Flag War that hastened Califernia's
entry into the United States.

The Marshall House has added national importance as the home of the
California gold discoverer. James W, Marshall left this house with the
carpentry skills he had learned there, traveled over the breadth of the conti-
nent, and in association with Sutter built the sawmill and made the discovery
of gold that abruptly altered the character of California and the whole natipn,




Sarah Gallagher, Early History of Lambertville, New Jersey, Trenton, 1903

ames W, Marshall, the Discoverer of California Gold

Teressa Gay. J
'USorgetom, cmh Talisman Press, 1967
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