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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
These two beautiful and stately buildings are located in the Pacific Heights 

area of San Francisco, and fit very appropriately into their Victorian neighborhood, 
They adjoin one another and are connected at frort and rear, with the connecting 
facades on Fillmore Street done so skillfully that they appear to be one building. 
They were built in 1900-02 under the same contract (education building first), 
and were designed by a prominent San Francisco architectural firm (KcDougall Bros.) 
along classical/Romanesque lines. Other examples of PicDougall Bros, work are the 
3.F. YMCA on Golden Sate Avenue, ^any of the branch public libraries in San Fran 
cisco, and the Museum Bldg. (no longer standing) of the o.F, Midwinter Exposition 
of 189^.

The original (1901-02) church building is approximately 89* (front width)
three stories in height, and r; 

with an extensioi
measures
a t the 

o:

x 121 1 deep. The 1901 education buildin; 
approximately 60 f wide (at the front) x 100'
SW corner in order to connect with the rear of the church building. The rear of the 
sanctuary was extended approximately 'iO f westward in 1928 in order to accommodate 
3 new organ. This alteration is in harmony with the architectural style and details 
of the church building. A separate chapel and library building, designed along a 
different architectural concept, was constructed about 1963 immediately west of the 
church and education buildings. The general plan of the complex is shown in the sketc

The church and education buildings are of brick and masonry construction, 
and include cast-iron columns and some structural steel. Stone for the new buildings 
came from sandstone quarries in Tinino, v'«ashing-ton. Kuch of the building materials 
came from the preceding church edifice (built in 1S68-69 at Geary and Powell Streets 
O.n the site of the present St. Francis.. Hotel), including the window frames, the in 
terior woodwork and pews, cast iron gallery (balcony) supports, and even the bricks 
of the old building* The 1900 building'committee determined that every salvageable 
brick of the old church was to be used in the construction of the new church building 
at Fillmore and Jackson Sts., and accordingly dismantled the church building, trans-

anported the salvageable materials and re-erected them at the new location on a p..;. 
generally similar in dimensions and details to the 1869 building,except that the 
sanctuary appears to have been placed much closer to ground level in the new (present 
church building.

The 1928 extension of the church building x^as done under the direction of 
another prominent S.F. architect, Frederick H f Meyer, whose work includes the Rialto, 
Monadnock and Humbbldt Bank buildings in downtown San Francisco. The sanctuary was 
also remodeled in 1928 and renovated in 1957. Another new organ was installed in 1969 
and the entire choir loft was remodeled at that time.

There arrpear to have been no significant interior changes to the education 
building since'its construction, ^either building appears to have had any significant 
exterior alterations, except for a balustrade along the top perimeter of the church 
building (and probably also the education building) which has been removed.

Public transportation to these buildings formerly included the Pacific St. 
cable car line (until 1929) and the Washington-Jackson cable car line (until 1955). 
The occasional rumbling of the cable cars and clanging of bells used to be a rather 
unique and not unpleasant minor distraction duriig church, services or concerts in 
the sanctuary.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The architectural significance of these buildings derives from the following 

factors:

1. The continuity of the dominant architectural featuraan all three Calvary 
church homes in Car. Francisco (constructed Io5'+, 1368-69 and 1901-02), which has 
been the classical Greek pediment su/opcrted. by four Corinthian columns. Thus, the 
"Creek revival' 1 period of American architecture, popular well over 100 years a 2:0, 
hac, carried through to the present church building. Another example of this type 
of church architecture, and one which bears some similarities to the Calvary church 
building, is the Arch £t. Presbyterian. Church in Philadelphia (l3;S7)» It is interest 
ing to note that the Calvary minister under whose leadership the 1669 Ceary-Powell 
church was built (Dr. Charles --adsworth) was from Philadelphia, and came to Calvary 
in 1862.

2. The unusual architectural beauty of both buildings. This is due in no smal 
part to the tall rounded, stained-glass windows with delicate tracery in each bay and 
at the front of both buildings, and. to the smaller stained-glass windows below them, 
which give the buildings character. The dentilated cornices and balustrades on both 
buildings, with the skillful blending of the facades so that they appear as one buil 
ding, and the many other fine architectural details contribute to the unusual exterio 
beauty of these buildings and to the gracious atmosphere within.

J>. The fact that much of these buildings is actually the old 1869 Ceary-Powell 
church (transported and reconstructed) is very unique, and indicates the feelirg that 
the congregation had toward their church. frihis is also evident from a portion of the 
minister's address at the opening service in the new church building on Thanksgiving 
Day (hov. 27, 1902) ' T---we have in the construction a million bricks from the old 
church, we have the seats and the Dews that were dear to us and. we also have the old

pes wiich have become mellowed time, he have placed

The cornerstone for the church building was laid July ^, 1901, and dedication 
rvices i--.-ere held j: ebruary 7» l;0*f, i'he two buildings were virtually undamaged by

scarcity of buil - 
fire, the Calvaryn

immediately follovml.ng the fire. Calvary 
t:imns wtyc^had lost their churches. Cess 
buildings, --omen of the church made clc 
which were installed in the church buil

The church has been host to numc 
.bn-fc Scouts and simi

Can Francisco Bach. Choir

he Cu'Derior Court were held in the

--1

)rin;
as :.\ed Cross and draft board 

to continuation sheet)
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The following architectural description and statement of significance was prepared 
by architectural historian, Randolph Delahanty. It is taken from the San Francisco 
Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board case report for designation as a city landmark.

The church and hall are in the Edwardian style (circa 1900 to 1910) which combined 
Renaissance or Neo-classical forms with some Gothic elements (principally the 
stained glass windows). This was the style that succeeded the Victorian styles. 
The general proportions of the church and hall conform to classical canons of 
symmetry and proportions. The church facade is perfectly symmetrical; the hall's 
facade seems so at first glance but in actually asymmetrical, but in such a way 
as to appear symmetrical when seen next to the church. The design of the hall's 
facade is subordinated to, and integrated with, that of the church.

While the general proportions of the hall facade are classical, as is the dentilated 
cornice and other details, the most prominent feature of the hall is the large rose 
window over the entrance. The rose window is flanked by two lancet-shaped windows 
and smaller rose windows on one side, and a single lancet-shaped window and small 
rose window on the church side. The eye of the viewer tends to read this single 
lancet-shaped windows as part of a pair with the lancet-shaped and small rose window 
of the church building that adjoins.

The stained glass windows of both church and hall are predominantly of an opalescent 
lavender color. The sandstone facade of both church and hall are painted in light 
gray color. The iron fence, and now-unique cast iron street lamps in front of the 
buildings are painted black. The subtle colors of this part of buildings, gray, 
black and lavender, are an important part of the effect of the design.

The hall was built, and still serves, as a multi-purpose building . It connects 
with the church. The first floor has a vestibule, staircases, and offices and rooms 
The second and third stories have classrooms, meeting rooms, and a large, two-story 
high hall. The hall has a large skylight and cerestory windows. Partially glassed- 
in classrooms allow light to enter the hall laterally. A band of finely executed 
plaster work embellishes the hall beneath the clerestory windows. The lighting 
fixtures suspended from the ceiling seem original.

Both the exterior and the interior of the hall seem to have been changed very little 
since their construction in 1904. Most fixtures and features appear to be original 
turn-of-the-century elements.

Between the church and the hall is a three-story high, skylighted space. This light 
well has open corridors along the hall side. Its bottom level is presently used 
for scenery storage.
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The Calvary Church Hall embodies the distinctive characteristics of the Edwardian 
style of architecture in San Francisco. It also shows how turn-of-the-century 
architects, influenced by the Beaux-Arts, integrated buildings with one another 
and with whole block fronts. The hall is a transition building that links up the 
large church to one side with the row of well preserved Victorian houses to the 
other.

The Calvary Church Hall is also uncommon for its circa 1900 interior which has 
seen almost no unsympathetic change.
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3 1
"other" - also used as B meeting place for various community activities such 
as Boy Scouts, etc.

6 1

Also - the Junior League Survey (1965-66). Junior League of S.F. offices are 
located at 2226 Fill-lore St., S.F. 9*fH5

The Calvary church (sanctuary) building was made an official S.F. landmark by 
action of the .S.F. Board of Supervisors on Nov. 21, 1977* However, landmark status 
for the education building, although recommended by both the Landmarks Preservation 
Advisory Board and the City Planning Commission, was rejected by the Board of Super 
visors due to the strong opposition of church members, who wish to demolish the edu 
cation building and replace it with a modernistic bui.lding. Implementation of these 
plans has been held up due to financing,

8 3

at various times in the past. Calvary played an important part in the original foun 
ding of San Francisco u ity College in 1856, which used the church facilities for 
classrooms for a number of years. An elder of Calvary church in those early days 
was H. H. Height, governor of California from 1866 to 1872, who helped in the estab 
lishment of the University of California. Probably the most important political 
visitor was President Benjamin Harrison, who attended services at the ^eary-Powell 
church in 1891. Members prominent in business, professional and civic affairs have 
been numerous over the years.

The church and education buildings buildings fronting on Fillmore Street are 
considered to be worthy of inclusion in the Rational Register of Historic Places 
not only because of their history, spanning as they do much of San Francisco's 
•:istory and linked, so far into its past by the continuity of architectural style 
and even the building materials themselves, but because of their unique, stately and 
graceful architectural features, with lovely roundel stained-glass windows whose

a




