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Located at 217 West Missouri in Fountain, Colorado, the Old Livery Stable is a single 
detached structure made of stone. The shape is nearly square, the dimensions being 
thirty-four by thirty-seven feet. The main or south facade has one bay, the east 
and west facades three bays, and the north or rear facade has one bay. The building 
is one and one-half stories in height and has a hipped roof topped by a cupola. 
There is also a large dormer set over the main entrance.

The secondary features of the structure reflect its vernacular origin and utilitarian 
purposes. Entry is gained through a large wooden door which extends from the ground 
to the roofline. Above the door lies the hipped dormer with double doors. The 
windows along the east and west sides have crude, radiating voussoirs and heavy lug- 
sills. The walls range from one to one and one-half feet in thickness.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Livery Stable is significant for its association with the early development 
of Fountain, Colorado, particularly the hotel trade there. Vernacular in its archi­ 
tecture, the building represents a type of utilitarian structure designed to serve a 
mode of transportation now largely obsolescent in a society dependent on motorized 
vehicles.

The Stable was built in 1893 as part of a small hotel complex in Fountain. For many 
years the structure housed the horses of the guests who remained overnight. But after 
a time, the rise of the automobile ended this use; and, with the hotel, the stable 
fell into disuse and decay. In the late 1940s the hotel sustained serious damage in 
a fire; and, although partially repaired and used for a rooming house, it was even­ 
tually torn down to make way for modern structures. All that remains today is the 
stable, a vestige of the life and commerce of an earlier day in Fountain.

Although vernacular in style, the architecture is of particular interest. The thick, 
heavy walls; the use of crude stones; the massiveness of the construction; and the 
integrated use of the dormer and cupola in a stable all reflect a time and a place 
where there was relatively little architectural knowledge, a time and a place where 
the builders drew on their rough experiences to build a utilitarian structure to serve 
the hotel trade. Today the Old Livery Stable stands as a landmark in downtown Fountain.
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