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This is the oldest frame dwelling in Port Townsend. When 

renovating the interior of the house in the early 1920's,the 

the owner found that the foundation under the back portion stil 

had bark on the old timbers. The back extension to the house 

was a summer kitchen with a large pantry. Beneath the kitchen 

was a cistern for water storage. Through the years as the 

building settled, the rim of the cistern came up through the 

floor.

The house was erected before 1865—how much earlier is not 

known, but it was still in the era of simple classic lines and 

appearance, There were decorative moldings in the living room 

and master's bedroom, and a built-in seat beside the solitary 

fireplace. One of the few concessions to ornament was a pull 

down oil lamp with an etched bowl in the front hall.

The house still has some of the cloudy•window panes of long 

ago.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Captain Enoch S. Fowler was in and out of the harbor of 

Port Townsend on some of the earliest vessels on Puget Sound. 

He was from Lubec, Maine and had come West to the California 

gold rush. He paid his first visit to the Sound in 1852, and 

retired from the sea in 1857.

Captain Fowler built Port Townsend ! s first dock at which 

a vessel could land safely; he constructed the stone building 

now occupied by The Leader Inc., the oldest business structure 

in Port Townsend. (1874), and promoted many other local enter 

prises until his death in 1876.

Early in 1854 he purchased the schooner R. B. Potter and 

chartered her to Governor Stevens as a mail and dispatch boat. 

After its release from territorial service he operated it as 

the first regular mail packet on the route between Olympia, 

Seattle, Port Townsend and Victoria.

The date of the actual building of his home is not listed 

but it is known to be before the year 1865.



"By Juan De Fuca's Strait" by Hames G-. McCurdy 

Jefferson County Historical Society Research Library
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Title Director
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National Register.
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