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ARCH TECTURL. S OGN H GANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

As anearly 19th century cemetery, developed before theeraof the cemetery-park

with its nore elaborate Victorian funerary scul pture, North Burial Goundi s

simple but dignified i nlayout and appearance. The flat rectangul ar piece of I and

is located on one of thecity's main thoroughfares andi slargely surrounded by a
granite retaining wall andchain link fencing. Plots arearranged i nstraight rows
and theproperty i s not notable for itstopographical or landscape features. Most

of the markers aresinmple versions of prevailing styles, dating from about 1800 t o
the present, executed inmarble or granite. The setting off of famly plots with
fencing or curbing i srare, with thenotable exception of theHyland grave site,

which i ssurrounded by an exuberant late 19th century cast iron fence.

O particular architectural interest arethefieldstone gatehouse and Egyptian

Revival receiving tonmb. The gatehouse on North Main Street appears t odate from
about 1890 andwas clearly intended t o give t hecenetery an appropriately picturesque
entrance i n keeping with Victorian Romantic traditions. The asymmetrical massingand
use of a "natural" material such as fieldstone i stypical of thelate 19th century,

HSIRCL SGNHCANE of area. (Explaindevel opnent of area, what caused it, (CONTINE
and howit affected conmunity; be specific).

North Burial Ground i shistorically significant as theol dest city-owned cemetery

in Fall River andfor many years t heprincipal place of internment for all citizens.
The property was purchased by thecity i n1825but t heearliest stones date backt o
about 1800 and were presumably nmoved here from other sites, As was typical of eary
cemeteries. North Burial Gound i slocated onthemain road just outside theearly
settlement area. Perhaps thenost promnent person buried here i s Col. Joseph
Durfee, thezealous Revolutionary VWar patriot who, with a fewothers, erected t he \. AN
very first cotton manufactory i nFall River i n1811, Also buried here are Revolu-
tionary War figures Thonas Durfee andRobert Irving, Aftei:, Cak Grove Cenetery was
opened i n 1855, t heremains of nany, were transferred there from North Burial G ound.
Since that time CGak G ove has been t henore fashionable resting place, but the
North Burial Gound has continukd i nactive uset ot hepresent day.

B Bl GFAAHY and/ or REFHENES yy. >

Fall River and It slIndustries, p. 158
Phillips' History of Fall River, Fascicle Il, p. 99
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Gonmuni ty: For mN\b:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL Cd”SSION Fal | River, Mass. NA
Office of the Secretary, Boson

Property Nane: North Burial Ground

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued beow.
ARCHI TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE ( Cont i nuat i on) AR AVAA R

as i stheuseof brownstonetrim ranpant arches with Romanesque col onettes (a charac-
teristic Richardsonian motif), cantelevered brackets, a black slate roof and copper
finials. Thelarge gateposts areof thesane fieldstone, with brownstone caps.

In contrast t ot hewhimsical quality of t hegatehouse, the 1849 receivingtonbi s
severe i nstyle. The splayed janbs andcove cornice aretypical of t he Egyptian
Revival, an exotic offshoot of t heGeek Revival used during the 1830's and 1840's.

The cornice i ssurmounted by a five-sided pediment inscribedwith t hedate. Part of
the effectiveness of thereceivingtonb lies i nthecontrast between the snooth aranite
surfaces used forthejanbs, cornice andpedi ment andthefieldstone used fort'.yv side
wal l's where thetonb -is built out from a mound of earth,

North Burial Gound i ssignificant historically as Fall River's oldest public
cemetery, containing thegraves of many prominent early citizens; it also contains
notable examples of 19thcentury funerary art. The property neets criteria A B,
and Cof theNational Register.
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3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
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aummary paragraph
completeness
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dates

boundary selection



8. Significance
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