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MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL CĈ MISSION 
294 Washington .Street, Boston, MA.. 02108 

N/A H 

Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to l e f t side of form 

Photo number AYYIA^ - /' Q^/AAS 4r 

Tovm • F a l l River, Mass. 

Name of area ( i f any) North Burial Ground 

North Main Street 

General date or period isio-Present 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within i t . 
Ntmiber each property for which individual inventory forms have been conpleted. 
Label streets (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 
As an early 19th century cemetery, developed before the era of the cemetery-park 
with i t s more elaborate Victorian funerary sculpture, North Burial Ground i s 
simple but d i g n i f i e d i n layout and appearance. The f l a t rectangular piece of land 
i s located on one of the c i t y ' s main thoroughfares and i s largely surrounded by a 
granite r e t a i n i n g wall and chain l i n k fencing. Plots are arranged i n stra i g h t rows 
and the property i s not notable f o r i t s topographical or landscape features. Most 
of the markers are simple versions of prev a i l i n g styles, dating from about 1800 to 
the present, executed i n marble or granite. The setting o f f of family p l o t s with 
fencing or curbing i s rare, with the notable exception of the Hyland grave s i t e , 
which i s surrounded by an exuberant l a t e 19th century cast iron fence. 
Of p a r t i c u l a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e r e s t are the fieldstone gatehouse and Egyptian 
Revival receiving tomb. The gatehouse on North Main Street appears to date from 
about 1890 and was c l e a r l y intended to give the cemetery an appropriately picturesque 
entrance i n keeping with Victorian Romantic t r a d i t i o n s . The asymmetrical massing and 
use of a "natural" material such as fieldstone i s t y p i c a l of the l a t e 19th century, 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , (ODNTINUE 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 
North Burial Ground i s h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the oldest city-owned cemetery 
i n F a l l River and for many years the p r i n c i p a l place of internment for a l l c i t i z e n s . 
The property was purchased by the c i t y i n 1825 but the e a r l i e s t stones date back to 
about 1800 and were presumably moved here from other s i t e s , As was t y p i c a l of eary 

'cemeteries. North Burial Ground i s located on the main road j u s t outside the early 
settlement area. Perhaps the most prominent person buried here i s Col. Joseph 
Durfee, the zealous Revolutionary War p a t r i o t who, with a few others, erected the \. ̂  ̂  
very f i r s t cotton manufactory i n F a l l River i n 1811, Also buried here are Revolu­
tionary War figures Thomas Durfee and Robert I r v i n g , Aftei:, Oak Grove Cemetery was 
opened i n 1855, the remains of many, were transferred there from North Burial Ground. 
Since that time Oak Grove has been the more fashionable resting place, but the 
North B u r i a l Ground has continukd i n active use to the present day. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES yy. >̂.' 

F a l l River and I t s Industries, p. 158 
P h i l l i p s ' History of F a l l River, Fascicle I I , p. 99 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL Cd^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

F a l l River, Mass. 

Form No: 

N/A 

Property Name: North Burial Ground 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) "' ^" y'y.'^.^ "' •'' 

as i s the use of brownstone t r i m , rampant arches with Romanesque colonettes (a charac­
t e r i s t i c Richardsonian m o t i f ) , cantelevered brackets, a black slate roof and copper 
f i n i a l s . The large gateposts are of the same fieldstone, with brownstone caps. 

In contrast to the whimsical q u a l i t y of the gatehouse, the 1849 receiving tomb i s 
severe i n s t y l e . The splayed jambs and cove cornice are t y p i c a l of the Egyptian 
Revival, an exotic offshoot of the Greek Revival used during the 1830's and 1840's. 
The cornice i s surmounted by a five-sided pediment inscribed with the date. Part of 
the effectiveness of the receiving tomb l i e s i n the contrast between the smooth a ranite 
surfaces used f o r the jambs, cornice and pediment and the fieldstone used for t'.vj side 
walls where the tomb -is b u i l t out from a mound of earth, , , 

North Burial Ground i s s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l l y as Fa l l River's oldest public 
cemetery, containing the graves of many prominent early c i t i z e n s ; i t also contains 
notable examples of 19th century funerary a r t . The property meets c r i t e r i a A, B, 
and C of the National Register. 
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Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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NPS Form 10-900-a » ' « , ' " • " OMB Na 1024-0018 
(3-82) ; ' . : 'V . •: Exp. 10-31-84 

United Sta tes Department of the Interior 
National Park Service - -

National Register off Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ^ ,.j^ci> 
.,:, , •• - -„ • - • * Multiple Resource Area 

Thematic Group 

Name Fal l River Multiple Resource Area 

State MA 

Mnmi-nofion/Type of Review ' " Date/Signature 

'51." Kennedy Park , . SufsfanHwIir;?^ Keeper i//^Ap 

Attest 
Substantive Beview Determined EllgTBir . ,  

52. Kerr Thread Mill Keeper 2m/f"^ Mu^A^^ 

DQ£/OWiMER OBJECTION •to-
Attest 

53. King Philip Mills Y >; ^ i ^ i ^ ^ J j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ p e r A d u ^ ^ ^ / ^ y ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

54. Laurel La.e Mills ^ f ^ ^ - W-ie. A . ^ t f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J J ^ 

D : : / O W N E R O B J E C T I O N 

^ Attest 

55. Lindsey, William, House / ^ e p e r A . A , A y ^ . ^ ^ 

,. ^ . ,,.' Attest 
SntereS In fE» / / , , ^ 

56. Massasoit Fire House #5 National Beglster Y^Per AA^^ rAUA-^^^^y^^^'-^ 

Attest 

57. Mechanics M i l l , t . Kational Beglster ITTeeper A''Ary tPt̂ 6/-.-<-w^̂ :̂ ^̂ -̂ --̂ --̂  

Attest ' ' 

58. Narragansett Mills Stlonal^LSter / ^ P e r V^^A 5 y f y ^ ^ y ^ ^ ^ - ^ 

Enterefl In tKe Attest 

^9J^£t^«aaa^^ Kational Eegiater j^^^^^ V/c/^^ y ^ . . . . ^ ^ ^ 
'yy.., --- ., • • •"^! •:•. yy • y ,. • ..fi .. 

"'""'•"• • • • •••A" ' • 'Af' ' Attest 

.' * ~—•—•—' , 60. North Christian Congregational /iC^^er A^-At-^ ypYAiiA,'--i-<^,y'-yC'^..^^' Church SntareS I n tHe ^ ^̂ —̂ — Kational BeglBter Attest 



MTIONAL R E Q I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 

latioiwl 

£YAUJATION / RETURN SHEET 

North Burial Ground (Fall Riyer MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working Wo. / A ^ y ^ f y A ^ 
F«d. R*g. P'aU: , ^ A A ^ 
Dat« Du- - Vŷ ^AA^ 
Action: - i ^ ^ C C E P T A^^Ys2, 

Entered Tn fE* RETURN rosubmission 
nomination by parson or loeal govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Subatantiva Raviaw: ^ _ sample raquest ^ appeal NR decision 

Nartlonal Begist&i;̂  REJECT. 
Fadaral Agancy: 

Raviawar'a commanta: 

Racom. /Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad lor: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classif ication 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Pescription 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7m Pescription 

fVka 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

trmmm ml tlgwlllr—D« C»««fc mm* justify kmtmm 

tpmcmm *mtmm MtM*mr lumhnmmt 

til tltnUlammmm (In i 
1 .. ' ». I 

yyi:^y\ 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
con text 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t eg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

AcraaQS of nemtriateO property . 

QuadraoQta nama 

tJH^ Retsfonces 

VwM *mmKrlmtlmm mm* iMtmemtton 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

The evaluated atgnfflcanca of thla proparty wtthin tha atata is: 

national atata local 

Wtate HIstortc Prase rv at ton Officer signature 

tttla dale 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 















•A. 

Please refer to the inap in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

I for this property ' 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 
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