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The Snowflake Stake Academy building is a three and a half story struc-
ture constructed of random ashlar rusticated sandstone. Rectangular

in plan, the building measures 45 feet wide by 60 feet deep. It is
surmounted with a low pitched hip roof with bell cast eaves and a single,
centrally located gabled dormer on the front (east) slope. The orig-
inal wood shingles on the roof surfaces have been replaced with asphalt
shingles. ‘

The building is situated on a sloping site with its front facade facing
east. Because the site slopes from east to west, toward the rear of
the building, the front entry is at the second level. The first level
entrance is through a central round arch doorway on the north facade.

The front facade is distinguished by the central entry which is ap-
proached through a pedimented portico. The portico is supported by
two stone piers and a pair of Ionic columns at the front, and two
stone engaged piers at the wall. A single flight of steps flanked

by low stone walls, gives access to the portico. Carved in the entab-
lature of the pediment are the words 'Stake Academy'.

A round arch window opening flanks each side of the front entry. At
the third level, three large rectangular window openings penetrate
the wall plane in three equal sized bays separated by stone pilaster
strips.

On the north and south facades, second and third story window open-
ings are also rectangular and occur uniformly on the wall plane, three
to a level. The window openings are set in three of four bays which
are demarcated by stone pilaster strips.

Window openings have concrete lintels, and aluminum casement windows
replace the original wood, multiple light double hung sash windows.
This modification was made in 1969.

The rear, or west elevation consists of two rectangular window open-
ings on the third level separated on the facade by a stone chimney

breast. The chimney coninues upward and projects through the eave.

A steel fire escape stair is attached to the wall and is accessible

through the south window. Extending the length of this facade is a

single story, shed roof addition. The wall planes are of rusticated
stone and the roof is metal.

The interior has been modified considerably to accomodate the changing
uses of the building.
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The Snowflake Stake Academy building is significant for both its
architecture and its association with the educational development of
Snowflake. The building exemplifies the culmination of the efforts
of the Mormon Church to formalize religious culture and education in
its colonies.

The Stake Academy at Snowflake was founded in 1888 when Wilford
Woodruff, president of the LDS Church, ordered that all of the Stakes
of the Church erect academies. Accordingly, academy classes in
Snowflake were instituted and were held in an existing building,

the Society Relief Hall, from 1889 until 1901. In that year the first
permanent Stake Academy building was constructed. It was built of
locally fired brick, but the two and a half story structure was com-
pletely destroyed by fire in 1910.

Construction of the second Stake Academy building orn the same site
was begun in 1911 and completed in November 1913. The building was
designed by local builder and craftsman Ralph Ramsey. Ramsey, who

was responsible for the design and construction of other buildings in
Snowflake, including the Jesse N. Smith house (National Register 1971),
was also noted as the wood carver of Eagle Gate which spans State
Street in Salt Lake City, Utah.

The building was constructed of locally quarried red sandstone, thought
to be more fire resistant than the fired brick of the first Academy
building. The construction contract was let to Frank Willis, and the
principal stone masons were Niels and Hans Hansen and Wilford Rogers.

The Stake Academy building was designed in the Neo Classical mode
although some of the detailing conceived for the building, such as
Ionic capitals at the pilaster strips, carved stone hood moulding
above the first level round arch entry, and decorative urns on the
portico, were never constructed.

The building continued to serve Academy functions until 1924 when the
LDS Church discontinued support of secondary schools. The building
was leased to the Union High School in 1925 and still continues as part
of the existing high school complex.

Despite the alteration of the window openings in 1969, the exterior
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of the building retains its original architectural integrity.

The Snowflake Stake Academy building is noteworthy for its arch-
itectural qualitiés and degree of craftsmanship. It serves as the
singular evidence of early LDS Church attitudes toward public and
private education in Snowflake, as well as being a prominent
landmark in the community.



