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Boundaries as shown on annexed map 
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CATEGORY STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

OWNERSHIP 
TO THE PUBLIC (Check One) 

Kl District 0 Bui I ding 0 Public Public Acquisition: 0 Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure 0 Private 0 In Process Kl Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object lo Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress 0 No 

[PRESENT USE (Check One or More BS A te) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 5a Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

D Educational 0 Military 0 Rei igious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

CXJ Altered 

6(:] Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved eg Origi r.ol Site 

At the present time Jacksonport State Park consists of almost four 
acres of attractive land situated on the bank of the White River. 
The park area close to the river 1s in grass which is kept mowed 
and there are many trees scattered throughout the park grounds. There 
are picnic benches installed, but no comfort stations as yet. Close to 
the entrance of the park the old courthouse still stands. This 
structure is about the only indication that Jacksonport was once 
the county seat and a thriving community. The old courthouse now 
houses a museum. 

Prior to the Civil War the area which now comprises the park was the 
site of a bustling riverport, with stores and residences lining the 
streets that ran parallel and perpendicular to the waterfront. Jackson­
port was the high river point fo r .· large steamboats from New Orleans, 
Memphis, St. Louis and Cincinnati. At Jacksonport cargoes were trans­
ferred to smaller boats which were able to continue further up the 
White and the Black Rivers. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

'ECIFICDATE(Sl(IfArr A~ andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

Aboriginal 1 ,p ~_rb~~ Plon~ing _' 

0 Prehistoric ·o · Other (Specity) 

0 Educatio!'C.. ·- 10 ,~.olitical .. --· 
0 Engineering 0 Religion/ Ph i-

0 Industry . . lps:ophy liJ Historic 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 
. .. 

0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architecture 0 Social/ Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarian 
[2g Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music [XJ Transportation 

'STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

Jacksonport is significant In Arkansas history as its virtual 
disappearance points up the effect ~f changing modes of transporting 
goods and people on the economy of a community. 

Jacksonport was 
1833. Tunstall came 
the William Purson. 
Reid established the 

laid out by Thomas Tunstall, a Kentuckian, In 
to the site from New Orleans In his steamboat, 
Shortly after his arrival Tunstall and Samuel 
first store In the region. 

Jacksonport owed its success to its advantageous location near 
two rivers that were able to carry steamboats the year round. This 
was the reason that Jacksonport was able to forge ahead of her sister 
city of Batesville whose river traffic was often stalled during the 
dry months of the year. Jacksonport early became a point of transfer 
for boat cargoes going to upriver points as well as a shipping center 
for the vast Ozark hinterland. Wagon trains, loaded with farm products, 
game and hides, and pulled by yokes of oxen, came out of the mountains 
from points as far north as Springfield and West Plains, Missouri. 
Jacksonport incorporated as a town in 1852 and s tarted to build its 
courthouse In 1861. 

The Civil War brought Jacksonport its first troubles. In March 
of 1862, after the Battle of Pea Ridge and Elkhorn Tavern, Union 
General Samuel R. Curtis traveled eastward down the White River. He 
reached Jacksonport in June of that year and after fighting a small 
engagement with Confederate troops took the town and placed Union 
troops in garrison there. These troops were, however, driven from 
Jacksonport by troops of the Confederacy under Major-General T.C. 
Hindman. On June 5, 1865, Confederate General Jeff Thompson formally 
surrendered the army of Northern Arkansas to Federal authorities. 
The surrender was made at Jacksonport. 

(See Continuation Sheet) 
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West, Mabel 11 Jacksonport, Arkansas, Its Rise and Decline. 11 

Arkansas Historical Quarterly, Vol. IX, 1950, pp. 231-258. 

Arkansas Democrat. July 16, 1939. 

Batesville Weekly Record. August 10, 1939. 

Daily Arkansas Gazette. October 21, 1870 
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STATE: 

STATE: 

STATE: 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Jack E. Porter 
ORGAN! ZATI ON 

Arkansas Plannin Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Game and Fish Buildi 
CITY OR TOWN: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the critetla "and ' pr6cedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 

National 0 State ~ Local 0 

Name ~]?zzj~ 
~ohn M. Peterson 

Title ---,--.,..--=E:.:.x:..::e:.:c~u~t~i v..:....::e-:-=-D~i...:..r-;e~c:..t.:...o:..r-:----:-­
Arkansas Planning Commission 

Date I ~/?-1 j'& I 

, . 

STATE 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

JAN 2 1 1970 
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(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

8. S I GN )£lQ.6~CE, CONT 'D 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Jackson 

It was the railroad, however, which was eventually to strike the 
death-blow to the town. When the city fathers had first been appropched 
by railroad officials with a request for a grant of land near the town, 
and $25,000 in cash to cover the cost of building spur tracks in the town, 
the city officials had felt that their position as a center of trade and 
commerce was so secure that they felt the railroad needed them more than 
they needed the railroad. Proceeding on this assumption they refused 
both the land and the money. The railroad broke off the negotiations 
and made plans to run their tracks further to the east, bypassing 
Jacksonport. In 1872 the railroad laid tracks three and one-half miles 
down the White River from Jacksonport and set up a depot. A town de­
veloped which was call~d Newport. By 1882 Jacksonport was dying. A flood 
and a disastrous fire in 1882 hastened the decline of the city. It lasted 
for another ten years as a county seat, but in 1891 was forced to turn 
over its court records and archives to the upstart town of Newport which 
had become the new county seat. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Town of Jacks ort on the White River 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Jackson ort 
STATE: 

1. Property broundaries where required . 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 
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William J . Murtagh (Sgd . ) 
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REPLY TO 

ATTENTION OF 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

POST OFFI C E BOX 867 

LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 72203 

3 December 1973 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INITIATION OF PLANNING STUDIES 
VILLAGE CREEK, JACKSON AND LAWRENCE COUNTIES, ARKANSAS 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN PLANNING. The purpose of this 
notice is to inform the public of initiation of planning 
studies for the Village Creek basin and to invite the public 
to actively participate in the planning studies. By furnishing 
information relative to this work, you can aid in insuring that 
this project is responsive to the needs of the area. Factual 
data are needed regarding records of flood damages, existing 
improvements in the flood plain, and environmental resources 
of the drainage basin. We also need your opinions on water 
resource problems of the basin, possible improvement~ that 
should be considered as solutions to these problems, and 
possible adverse effects from the implementation of these 
improvements. You may provide any informa~~Qn which you feel 
is pertinent in writing, by telephone (501~378-5751 or 501-
378-5606), or by personal visit to the Little Rock District,l 
Corps of Engineers, Federal Building, Little Rock, Arkansas~ 

AUTHORIZATION. The Village Creek project was authorized by 
Public Law 87-874, Title II. The authorized project is described 
in House Document 352, 87th Congress, 2nd session. 

PERTINENT DATA. Village Creek is a left bank tributary of the 
White River. It rises in Randolph County about 12 miles north­
east of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, and flows southward through 
Jackson and Lawrence Counties to join White River at mile 
250.7 about 7 miles south of Newport, Arkansas. The authorized 
project would provide improvements for flood control and drainage 
in the Villa~e Creek basin. The autho~ized project consists of 
channel modifications for Villag~ Creek from mile 61.2 to its 
mouth and a system of group laterals and on-farm drainage 
facilities, the latter to be constructed by local interests. 
Tables of pertinent data and costs and a map of the authorized 
project are inclosed. 

• 





·. . 
,., ,.. 

Department of Agriculture will coordinate fully on planning 
of improvements in the Village Creek watershed. 

3 Incl 
1. Pertinent data 
2. Pertinent costs 
3. Map of project 

Si rely, /d 
, /~ tiltffi1t~r f/{li{fni_ G: WEINERT 

Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
District Engineer 

3 



PERTINENT DATA 
VILLAGE CREEK, JACKSON AND LAWRENCE COUNTIES, ARKANSAS 

(As Authorized by Public Law 87-874, Title II, 
the Flood Control Act of 1962) 

Feature 

Location: 
Stream 
Limits by creek miles 

Drainage area, square miles 
Village Creek Channel 

Design discharge, c.f.s. 
Design discharge, c.f.s. per square mile 
Length, miles 
Average depth, feet 
Bottom width, feet 
Side slopes 
Area to be cleared, acres 
Excavation, cubic yards 

Relocations and alterations: 
Bridge alterations, number 

Highway 
New bridges, number 

Railroad 
Highway 

Gas pipe lines, number 
Rights-of-way required, acres 

Data 

Village Creek 
61.2 to 0 

283 

800 to 4,500 
17.2 to 15.9 

57.2 
10.3 

30 to 110 
1 on 2 

1,800 
9,583,000 

2 

1 
17 

6 
2,100 



PERTINENT COSTS 
VILLAGE CREEK, JACKSON AND LAWRENCE COUNfiES, ARKANSAS 

Item 

Major Outlet 

Federal Investment 
Federal First Cost 
Less Cash Contribution 
Total Federal Invest-

ment 

Non-Federal Investment 
Non-Federal First Cost 
Cash Contribution 
Total Non-Federal 

Investment 

Total first cost of major 
outlet 

Local Drainage 

Total Federal and 
Required Non-Federal 
Costs 

Annual Benefits & Charges 
Total Annual Benefits 

Total Annual Charges 
Federal 
Non-Federal (Public) 
Non-Federal (Private): 

Total 

B/C Ratio 

Cost Estlffiate 
As Authorized by the 
Flood Control Act of 1962 1 July 1973 Price Level 
(January 1960 Price level) 

$2,839,000 
- 871,000 

$1,968,000 

685,000 
871 '000 

1,556,000 

3,524,000 

609,000 

$4,133,000 

$454,160 

72,400 
117,170 

21,700 
$211,270 

2.1 

$4,960,000 
-1,510,000 
$3,450,000 

1, 720,000 
1,510,000 
3' 230 '000 

6,680,000 

610,000 

$7,290,000 

$583,600 

116,900 
199,300 

$316,200 

1.8 



Colonel C. E. Edgar III 
District Engineer 
Little Rock District 
Corps of Engineers 
P. 0. Box 867 
Little Rack, Arkansas 72203 

Dear Colonel Edgar: 

March 16, 1978 

'!'his is in response. to your request of March 3, 1978, for comments 
on the draft Detailed Proj eet Report for proposed improvements at 
Jacksonport State Park, Jacksonport, Arkansas. The CouneU bas 
reviewed the subject document and notes that the proposed undertaking 
appears to be within the boundaries of the Jacksonport State Perk, .q;;c k.:.cc,/ 1-'fC. 
a property included in the National Register of Historic Places and 
therefore entitled to the protection afforded it by Section 106 
of the National Bistoric Preservation Aet (16 u.s.c. 470f, as amended, 
90 Stat. 1320). We also note from our review that in 1975 the Corps 
of Engineers attempted to comply with the requirements of Section 
106 through consultation with the Arkansas State Historic Preserva­
tion Officer which resulted in a joint finding of no adverse effect. 

However, the Corps should be aware that upon a finding of no adverse 
effect, it is required to aubait adequate documentation of that 
finding to the Executive Director in accordance vith Section 800.4(d) 
of the "Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural 
Properties" (36 CFR. Part 800). nte "Procedures" detail the steps 
required in complying with Section 106. 

This matter was the subject of a telephone discussion with members 
of your staff on March 15, 1978. Fr~ those discussions we learned 
that the use of the words "no adverse effect" may have been 
inappropriate and the correct finding perbaps should have been 
"no effect. " 



Page 2 
Colonel C. E. Edgar III 
Jacksonport State Park, Arkansas 
March 16, 1978 

Because of the apparent confusion over whether or not the identified 
National Register property will be affected by this undertaking, and 
also because the coordination with the State Historic Preservation 
Officer took place nearly three years aso. the Council requests 
that the Corps consult the present State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Ms. Anne Bartley, Suite 500, Continental Building, Main & 
Markham Streets, Little RDek, Arkansas 72201, and provide it a -
report on its findings along with a proper determination of effect 
made in accordance with tbe "Procedures." 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact 
Michael B. Bureman at {303) 234-4946, an FTS number. 

Your continued cooperation is appreciated. 

cc: Chairman 
SHPO:AR 
FLO:CORPS 
PR-National Register 
ORC :MHBUREMAN 
FILE :AR/ GEN 
MHB:BE 3/16/78 

Sincerely yours, 

k ~fu'!_er!} . MAR 1 7 1978 

Louis S. Wall 
Assistant Director, Office of 

Review and Compliance, Denver 


