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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

At the present time Jacksonport State Park consists of almost four
acres of attractive land situated on the bank of the White River.

The park area close to the river is in grass which is kept mowed

and there are many trees scattered throughout the park grounds. There
are picnic benches installed, but no comfort stations as yet. Close to
the entrance of the park the old courthouse still stands. This
structure is about the only indication that Jacksonport was once

the county seat and a thriving community. The old courthouse now
houses a museum.

Prior to the Civil War the area which now comprises the park was the
site of a bustling riverport, with stores and residences lining the
streets that ran parallel and perpendicular to the waterfront. Jackson-
port was the high river point for large steamboats from New Orleans,
Memphis, St. Louis and Cincinnati. At Jacksonport cargoes were trans-
ferred to smaller boats which were able to continue further up the

White and the Black Rivers.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Jacksonport is significant in Arkansas history as its virtual
disappearance points up the effect of changing modes of transporting
goods and people on the economy of a community.

Jacksonport was laid out by Thomas Tunstall, a Kentuckian, in
1833. Tunstall came to the site from New Orleans in his steamboat,
the William Purson. Shortly after his arrival Tunstall and Samuel
Reid established the first store in the region.

Jacksonport owed its success to its advantageous location near
two rivers that were able to carry steamboats the year round. This
was the reason that Jacksonport was able to forge ahead of her sister
city of Batesville whose river traffic was often stalled during the
dry months of the year. Jacksonport early became a point of transfer
for boat cargoes going to upriver points as well as a shipping center
for the vast Ozark hinterland. Wagon trains, loaded with farm products,
game and hides, and pulled by yokes of oxen, came out of the mountains
from points as far north as Springfield and West Plains, Missouri.
Jacksonport incorporated as a town in 1852 and started to build its
cour thouse in 1861.

The Civil War brought Jacksonport its first troubles. In March
of 1862, after the Battle of Pea Ridge and Elkhorn Tavern, Union
General Samuel R. Curtis traveled eastward down the White River. He
reached Jacksonport in June of that year and after fighting a small
engagement with Confederate troops took the town and placed Union
troops in garrison there. These troops were, however, driven from
Jacksonport by troops of the Confederacy under Ma jor-General T.C.
Hindman. On June 5, 1865, Confederate General Jeff Thompson formally
surrendered the army of Northern Arkansas to Federal authorities.

The surrender was made at Jacksonport.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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|t was the railroad, however, which was eventually to strike the
death-blow to the town. When the city fathers had first been approached
by railroad officials with a request for a grant of land near the town,
and $25,000 in cash to cover the cost of building spur tracks in the town,
the city officials had felt that their position as a center of trade and
commer ce was so secure that they felt the railroad needed them more than
they needed the railroad. Proceeding on this assumption they refused
both the land and the money. The railroad broke off the negotiations
and made plans to run their tracks further to the east, bypassing
Jacksonport. In 1872 the railroad laid tracks three and one-half miles
down the White River from Jacksonport and set up a depot. A town de-
veloped which was called Newport. By 1882 Jacksonport was dying. A flood
and a disastrous fire in 1882 hastened the decline of the city. |t lasted
for another ten years as a county seat, but in 1891 was forced to turn
over its court records and archives to the upstart town of Newport which
had become the new county seat.
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JAN 2 2 1970

HibeiR

We are plesssd to infors you that tie histuarie properties
Iisted on the coclamare have been sondneded by the offiewr
beer satered iuto the “Iationel Register of distorde Plasces.”
Senetor J. e Pulbright and spprapriate Reprosentsiives have
alse bess provided with tais inforsetion. & leaflet explaining
the Fdional Feglster is ewlosed.

% tlneerely yours,

-

BASIC

o B o fntered in the Hational Register
Egg: Dr. John M. Peterson, Executive Director, Arkesnses Plamning Commission,



JAN 2 2 8I0

H3keHR
Properties added to the Haticnal Register of Historical Flaces
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A3kary

Colomel Doneld G. Velnert
Corps of Inginears
separtzent of the Arey
Little Fock Mastrict

£. O, Box 867

Little Bock, Arkemsas 72203

desnr Colonel veinert:

Thepk you for sending us the "Public Fotice of Imitiaticn of Flassing
Studies Village Creek, Jackson and Lswrenve Counties, Arkenses.”

mmm;hmmmmmnmmmmm
of Hatoric Places:

Juckson State Furk,
wetween Avenus, Hain,
and Blllard Streets, and
the iite River
Jacksonport

Juckson County

Fowhnten Courthouse
lawrence County

At this tive, wo know of no other historic properties in these iwo
counties. You should, Rowever, comsult the Arkansss State Bletexic
Pregervstion Officer, Wy, William E, Henderson, Uirector, Arkeasss
Departeent of iarks & Tourise, Stete Capitol - Room 149, Little Boeok,
ArkansdS 72201 to aseertain if the Btate kmows of other historie
yroperties in the aves,

Ton are also probably sware thet wnder Sfxecutive Urder 11593, sgencies
of the Federal government are required to loocste, inventory, and nosimate
mﬁmmwmmnmﬁumnmm
If in conduebing your survey you discover properties which mey be
eligible for nominstion, you should consult the Corps of imgineers
Federsl Representative for Esecubtive Order 11593, ¥r, Richerd Leverty,



Invironmental Branch, Plamning Division, Office Chief of Engineers,
W,me.mmmmmum
ixecuty (1503 & mma{h).mm’«w
Interior 15 RUtHG: wmm«rwﬁ. If you
mwmmwtu ty of & property you should
eall or write us (telephone 202-523-5410) for & determination. If the

Historic Preservetion an opporiunity to cosment before undertsking any
project which say heave an effect on the property.

e look forward to sssisting you in assessing the impact of the project
mmmwmummW«mm.

Sdncerely yours,

W.;.lllam Jo Murtagh (Sgd.)

¥illdem J, Hurtagh
Kpeper of the Hationel Register

Enclosure

cc:

Mr, Willism E. Hendersom, SHPO, Arkensas w/inc
Mr, Richard Leverty, Crops of Engineers w, 1nc
Director, Southwest Region w/inc

Director's Reading File

DG w/inc
DI

' PR w/inc

CShull:ntw 1/22/7h

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR

T M;,,»i}i&:ﬁ%



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LITTLE ROCK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS

POST OFFICE BOX 867
LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 72203

3 December 1973

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INITIATION OF PLANNING STUDIES
VILLAGE CREEK, JACKSON AND LAWRENCE COUNTIES, ARKANSAS

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN PLANNING. The purpose of this
notice 1s to inform the public of 1nitiation of planning
studies for the Village Creek basin and to invite the public

to actively participate in the planning studies. By furnishing
information relative to this work, you can aid in insuring that
this project is responsive to the needs of the area. Factual
data are needed regarding records of flood damages, existing
improvements in the flood plain, and environmental resources

of the drainage basin. We also need your opinions on water
resource problems of the basin, possible improvements that
should be considered as solutions to these problems, and
possible adverse effects from the implementation of these
improvements. You may provide any informatjion which you feel
is pertinent in writing, by telephone (501-378-5751 or 501-
378-5606), or by personal visit to the Little Rock District,
Corps of Engineers, Federal Building, Little Rock, Arkansas;]

AUTHORIZATION. The Village Creek project was authorized by
Public Law 87-874, Title II. The authorized project is described
in House Document 352, 87th Congress, 2nd session.

PERTINENT DATA. Village Creek is a left bank tributary of the
White River. It rises in Randolph County about 12 miles north-
east of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, and flows southward through
Jackson and Lawrence Counties to join White River at mile

250.7 about 7 miles south of Newport, Arkansas. The authorized
project would provide improvements for flood control and drainage
in the Village Creek basin. The authorized project consists of
channel modifications for Village Creek from mile 61.2 to its
mouth and a system of group laterals and on-farm drainage
facilities, the latter to be constructed by local interests.
Tables of pertinent data and costs and a map of the authorized
project are inclosed.




SCOPE OF POST-AUTHORIZATION PLANNING STUDIES. The initial
phase of post-authorization planning studies will provide a
reassessment of the authorized project to determine whether
it should be retained or modified to meet changed conditions.
This phase will include the following elements:

a. Current evaluation of the areas' flood reduction needs
and problems.

b. Consideration of comments received during the review
of the project prior to its authorization in 1962,

c. Appraisal of current public attitudes.

d. Consideration of current water resource policies and
evaluation criteria and procedures.

e. Alternatives to the authorized project.

f. Identification and analysis of social, environmental,
and economic impacts of the authorized project and alternatives.

Reevaluation of benefits and costs.
h. Recomputation of cost apportionment.
i. Preparation of an environmental statement.

j. Coordination with Federal, State, and local agencies
and interested organizations and individuals.

k. Reaffirmation of the willingness of local interests to
furnish the required items of cooperation.

Other items included in the post-authorization planning
activities include a report and plans and specifications based
on the selected project described in the environmental state-
ment.

COMPLEMENTARY IMPROVEMENTS. For full benefits from stream
modification of Village Creek, local interest groups must
provide improvements on tributaries, group and on-farm
drainage facilities. It is understood that sponsoring local
interest organizations will make application for assistance
from the Department of Agriculture concerning technical,
financial, and credit assistance on these improvements. The
Corps of Engineers and the Soil Conservation Service of the




Department of Agriculture will coordinate fully on planning
of improvements in the Village Creek watershed.

Si rely, i
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3 Incl ﬁA D G. WEINERT
1. Pertinent data Colonel, Corps of Engineers
2. Pertinent costs District Engineer
3. Map of project



PERTINENT DATA
VILLAGE CREEK, JACKSON AND LAWRENCE COUNTIES, ARKANSAS
(As Authorized by Public Law 87-8Th4, Title II,
the Flood Control Act of 1962)

Feature 2 Data

Location: :
Stream s Village Creek
Limits by creek miles : 61.2 to O
Drainage area, square miles : 283
Village Creek Channel s
Design discharge, c.f.s. 2 800 to 4,500
Design discharge, c.f.s. per square mile : 17:.2 to 15.9
Length, miles 3 5742
Average depth, feet : 103
Bottom width, feet s 30 to 110
Side slopes : 1. en 2
Area to be cleared, acres : 1,800
Excavation, cubic yards : 9,583,000

Relocations and alterations:
Bridge alterations, number

Highway s 2
New bridges, number ?

Railroad s 1

Highway : 1N
Gas pipe lines, number : 6

Rights-of-way required, acres : 2,100




PERTINENT COSTS
VILLAGE CREEK, JACKSON AND LAWRENCE COUNTIES, ARKANSAS

Cost Estimate

:  As Authorized by the :
Item :  Flood Control Act of 1962 : 1 July 1973 Price Level

(January 1960 Price level)

Major Outlet

Federal Investment

Federal First Cost $2,839,000 $4,960,000
Less Cash Contribution - 871,000 -1,510,000
Total Federal Invest- $1,968,000 $3,150:UUU
ment
Non-Federal Investment
Non-Federal First Cost 685,000 1,720,000
Cash Contribution 871,000 1,510,000
Total Non-Federal 1,556,000 3,230,000
Investment
Total first cost of major : 3,524,000 6,680,000
outlet
Local Drainage 609,000 610,000
Total Federal and
Required Non-Federal $4,133,000 $7,290,000
Costs
Annual Benefits § Charges ;
Total Annual Benefits $454,160 $583,600
Total Annual Charges
Federal - 72,400 116,900
Non-Federal (Public) : 1175170 199,300
Non-Federal (Private) 21,700 -
Total $211,270 316,200
B/C Ratio 2.1 1.8




March 16, 1978

Colonel C. E. Edgar III
District Engineer

Little Rock District

Corps of Engineers

P. 9. Box 867

Little Rock, Arkansas 72203

Dear Colonel Edgar:

This is in response to your request of March 3, 1978, for comments
on the draft Detailed Project Report for proposed improvements at
Jacksonport State Park, Jacksomport, Arkansas. The Council has
reviewed the subject document and notes that the proposed undertaking

appears to be within the boundaries of the fgg%ggggg;:_ﬁ:lﬁn_llzk Gackesr, PL
a property included in the National Register of Historic Places and

therafore entitled to the protection afforded it by Section 106

of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended,
90 Stat. 1320). We also note from our review that in 1975 the Corps
of Engineers attempted to comply with the requirements of Section

106 through consultation with the Arkansas State Historic Preserva-
tion Officer which resulted in a joint finding of no adverse effect.

However, the Corps should be aware that upon a finding of no adverse
effect, it is required to submit adequate documentation of that
finding to the Executive Director in accordance with Section 800.4(d)
of the "Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural
Properties” (36 CFR Part 800). The "Procedures" detail the steps
required in complying with Section 106.

This matter was the subject of a telephone discussion with members
of your staff on March 15, 1978. From those discussions we learned
that the use of the words "no adverse effect” may have been
inappropriate and the correct finding perhaps should have been

“no effect.”
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Colonel C. E. Edgar 1II
Jacksonport State Park, Arkansas
March 16, 1978

Because of the apparent confusion over whether or not the identified
Hational Register property will be affected by this undertaking, and
also because the coordination with the State Historic Preservation
Officer took place nearly three years ago, the Council requests

that the Corps consult the present State Historie Preservation
Officer, Ms. Anne Bartley, Suite 500, Continental Building, Main &
Markham Streets, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201, and provide it a
report on its findings along with a proper determination of effect
made in accordance with the "Procedures.”

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact
Michael H. Bureman at (303) 234-4946, an FTS number.

Your continued cooperation is appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

 (Stmed? MAR 17 1978
Louis S§. Wall
Assistant Director, Office of
cc: Chairman Review and Compliance, Denver
SHPO:AR
FLO :CORPS

PR-National Register
ORC :MHBUREMAN
FILE:AR/GEN

MHB:BE 3/16/78




