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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present Appomattox Manor house stands on the site of an earlier house;
it may have been built in 1751 by William Eppes (Richard Eppes diary,
Alderman Library), or 1768, by Richard Eppes, nephew of William. Richard
Eppes, grandson of the aforementioned Richard, added to the house several
times during the second half of the nineteenth century. It is a frame
house, typical center hall plan, which contains very little interior trim
from the eighteenth century. The kitchen in the yard was apparently a
dependency to an earlier house. Flagstones between the house and the
kitchen are supposedly from the Rolfe House at Bermuda Hundred; by Dr.
Richard Eppes in 1858 (unpublished archaeological report). Remains of
seventeenth century structures exist along the riverbank. Captain Eppes'
patent line followed almost exactly the line of the 1618 palisaded town
(Patent Book 1, p. 439). This property remained in the hands of the Eppes
family until 1916 when most of it was sold and the city of Hopewell built
on the farm. The point where the house now stands was once fortified and
cannons were placed here; no remains of the earliest fortifications
remain. However, there are Civil War fortifications adjacent to the
Cutchin property which are said to have been built over the site of the
earlier forts; no archaeological or documentary proof of this supposition
has been seen. '
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When the autonomy of the cities was abolished in 1634, Charles City was
claimed by Francis Eppes of Shirley Hundred Island. His holdings

included Eppes (Shirley Hundred) Island which has been occupied by him and
by his descendants from 1624 until the present day. Eppes Island was part
of the same plantation although it was across the river. The present
owners of Eppes Island are brothers to .the owner of Appomattox Manor.

Part of the site's significance lies in the fact that the title derives

in an unbroken chain of lineal descent from a patent awarded Captain
Francis Eppes in 1635 up until the present day. General Grant had his
headquarters in the house from June, 1864 until April, 1865. Abraham
Lincoln visited the area and used the north drawing room as h;s offlce

on several occasions between 1864 and 1865. ,mf‘"
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