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principal rafters of a principal rafter/common rafter/principal
purlin roof system The frame is of oak and is chanmfered. In the
newer part of the attic, the pine rafters of a principal
rafter/common purlin roof system are visible. There are collar beans

in all rafters except those in the east end wail. There is a
di agonal brace between the purlin and a rafter in the older part of
therrocf. Wien the lean-to was added, new rafters were inserted

along the rear slope of the original roof. Their ends resting near
the ridge on top of the earlier rafters. The front slope cf the roof
was set'out at a later date so as to create an overhanging eave. New
narrow deep purlins were inserted inall parts of the roof at sone
point.

KI STORI CAL | NFCRIVATI ON

The presence of the Mles river and open fields around the house
gives the site an unusually continuity of setting.

The house vias on the site by 1573 when John Brown Sr. gave the
property to his son Nathaniel, but my have been built c¢. 165 2 when
Brown originally acquired the Iand.

The Brown House is associated with the early 20th century restoration
i TOvement. Ms. V. G Mtchell had the house restored c. 1920. The
restoration included replication of the original sheathing for
fireplace wail finish, the introductionof a staircase copying the
Parson Capen House staircase, and the reconstructior. of the e-:-*"or
chimey along the lines of the plastered chimey at the Parson

Barnard K
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