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P h o t o ^ 

1 9 : 2 6 a t t i c 

1 9 : 2 9 l e f t - h a n d r o o m 

1 9 : 3 1 r i g h t - h a n d r o o m 

1 9 : 3 2 d e t a i l , summer t i e beam, l e f t - h a n d 
c h a n b e r 

1 9 : 3 5 shadow m o l d e d s h e a t h i n g , u n d e r s i d e 
o f c h i m n e y g i r t , l e f t - h a n d chamber 

1 9 : 3 6 e x t e r i o r p e n d a n t , l e f t - h a n d e n d 

Sketch Hap: : 

'JAN t 4 1990 jrcR." KO. 

Town Rami 1 t o n - 0£i 
Address 76 Bri d g e S t r e e t 

Historic Name Bouse 

Use: P r e s e n t . R e s i d e n c e 

Original R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 
c a . 1 6 6 2 - 1 6 7 3 

Date 
C u m n i n g s , I s r P e r i o d H o u s e s , 

Source r,. i 3 
F i r s t P e r i o d c o r e . Second 

S ty 1 e f o ••- i o p '•' *" g- i r T 

Architect 

Exterior Wall Fabric ciariboards 

Outbuildings Garaee - -ic 2Gth c. ::.2d 

of s p l i t log - rugtic 

Haj or Altera tiers (with dates) Secor.d 

c e 11 and l e a n - t c added c a . i6SC-169C 

Condition ; O O d 

Hoved No- Dais 

^crsi ce .6 acres 

S e t t i n o S e c i - r u r a l . S t r e e t o f v i c e ] 

s n a c e d h o u s e s . Open l a n d ar, c 

r 1 \- e r -.0 t n e r e a : 

TM R£.".-;E?,'CE 19 / 348-140 / 4719-630 Recorded by --.n n e i j r a a v 

Marblehead Nor th (now Salem) C r c a n i Z c t l c n B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y ; 

^5,000 u l y , 1 9 £ ; 
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SIGNIFICAr.CE ' ' ^ ^ b^lo^ 

The Brown House retalnc: ir.-^ 

between l e l ^ ^ S l e ^ ^ ' X ^ l T l y T l ' " ' ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ h ' e l w ? : " ™ ^ : " ^ ' " ^ 

----?"™ê°rc\L\"*2c?r — 
shadow "Olded s i e a J h f n f '̂'̂  " n f l g u ? a ? L n of ^^'"K"'^ ^"-"^ 

trained with common pu r l i n s . newer west 

The roof also retainer =. ̂  

o T . l 3 % - — P ^ ^ - n - r l : a ^ - e - % . ^ T L ^ S % - J - - - : e ^ 

5 l S ^ d - - L L T S 
flush With the upper. i n ^ h J ; =*°fy having been bui™ o ? f 
carpenter who boarded I t i„ , ' " happened that the s-n,» 

« ; o ° ^ t " " - ^ " ^ ^ P l a « ^ ^ d % \ ' ' L i s t e r i t 

^ ^ J ^ ' ^ J ^ H 1 1 , ^ ^ ^ - - . e a ' l i a n - ^ ? ? ^ ^ - -e^ 

SKTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Brown House i s h=>.Tc~ 

• r i g i - a i - f f ' t - n a n d rooms and chfnney b j ^ C^isht) 

he^eS^s o^l^esSJ " " - " r u c t i d b l t w e L ^ i S r r , * ' ' ^ 

With o- j?d%r—v̂.:?h-r- ĝL̂tiif Lsr.:; 
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^AOIUSETrS HISTORICAL CCMSSIC^^ 
Office or tne Secr^tao-. Boston 

ConijjLinity; 
HAMILTON Form No: 

1^ 

ow. 

' - i - e each i t e . . ^^^^ ̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

L ^ S p ^ S o v e l ^ " ? i ^ % ^ J ~ | , t j i . 3 the gabie end. xhe iean-to has 
evadenced by f e n e s t r a t i o n of L a f i t vernacujar Second Period 
symmetrically plaoed ac?Sss the f a ; J "^L*"'""*'^ ^'^^h windows, 
reminiscent of a medievarfa.Joh Sa?f^'» entrance porch. 
Chimney date from a r e s t o r a M o f o f J h e Souse'c. I K o " " ' ' ^ P l a s t e r e d 
MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

^ ^ ' " i ^ r T ^ ^ i T o T d V l l ^ l r ™ the 
feet deep. The l o n g i t u d i n a r L v """̂ ^ ^^^^ wide and 21 
by 15" deep and i s Seco^aJSd wJ^hT'^^i ^^^^ 12" wide 
lamb's tongue stops/e>cepfortheJo^^K^?^^'^^-^°^^^ chamfers and 
Here the stop jus? pete'^'^ou? J o i s t s t e ' r " ^^^ht-hand end. 
spaced 18 inches on centers? -^o^^ts are tusk tenoned and are 

In the right-hand chambe 

' = °^ l ^ r s and t r i a n g u l a r stops. 

! ; r " r t h / - f ^K^^ ^''^^ the Parso. i ^ d the lobby, probably during the 

beam has q u a r t e r : r o u n d " c ^ a m J S ? s ^ ' f I j f t r a n s v e r s e summer t i e 

L l t l ^ l ''̂ '̂ '̂ ^ ̂ "^'^ s t a i r c a s e , Capen house was i n s t a l 
r e s t o r a t i o n of c. 1920 

The l e f t - h a n d room of 1680= nr iRonc 
deep by 21 fe e t wide. T h ^ l 4 V2 in.h°''^r^?''°'^ " ^ ^ ^ ^0 fe e t 
has Wide quarter-round chamfer^ and ? L h t %^°^-^^''"^^-^^^ beam 
f i r e p l a c e w a l l i s a r e p i i c a o f ^ t h ^ 1 "̂""̂ ^̂  ^^°P^ • On the 
SPNEA's a r c h i t e c t u r a l museSm whi^h ^^^^'^^-"'^^ded sheathing now i n 
the house. niuseum which was found i n a reused p o s t i o n i n 

^ o a t ^ i l l l T ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Pine summer t i e beam has 

p l a t e has a f l a t chamfer wl^hou^ s top T h e ^ T " ' T ' ^-°"t 
covered w i t h a shadow-molded b o a r r S h ; J ^"^^ °^ ^^'^ P̂ ^̂ ^ i s 
t r i m . The chimnev g i r t a^so °i-? ""^X P̂ '̂ ^ ° ' -^e o r i g i n a l 
covered on the lowe? s l r f t ^ e ^ v t A ^ T ^ ' ' ^ ^ without stops, i s 
which spans the previous loca^To^; shadow-molded board. m the c l o s e t 
been b.icked up)!^ t h i T a r n l T o l a T ^ S o a r T r e ' f ' ^ ' " ^ ^ i ' ^ ^ f i r e p l a c e h L 
of white wash The. aHo,,̂  v. I Doard remains w i t h a t h i c k rn;=+-inrT 

f i n i s h , but t h e r f L ^ n r S a f ^ f b e ' ^ c e ' j ' - ' ^ ^ ^ " ^ l i k e o r ^ g i ^ n ^ f " ^ 
i n s t a l l e d i n the c. 1920 Re s t o r a t i o n '^^^ ^"^^ 

s5:t:̂ :!̂  o;:rsro?ij?Lr̂ ?!?r.°̂ -̂ -of frammc 
i g i n a i ri-.nt-hcxnd rooms are the remaining" 

-2-
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p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s of a p r i n c i p a l rafter/common r a f t e r / p r i n c i p a l 
p u r l i n roof system. The frame i s of oak and i s chamfered. I n the 
newer part of the a t t i c , the pine r a f t e r s of a p r i n c i p a l 
rafter/common p u r l i n roof system are v i s i b l e . There are c o l l a r beams 
i n a l l r a f t e r s except those i n the east end w a i l . There i s a 
diagonal brace between the p u r l i n and a r a f t e r i n the older part of 
t h e ^ r o c f . When the lean-to was added, new r a f t e r s were i n s e r t e d 
along the rear slope of the o r i g i n a l roof. Their ends r e s t i n g near 
the ridge on top of the e a r l i e r r a f t e r s . The f r o n t slope cf the roof 
was set'out at a l a t e r date so as to create an overhanging eave. New 
narrow deep p u r l i n s were i n s e r t e d i n a l l parts of the roof at some 
p o i n t . 

KISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The presence of the Miles r i v e r and open f i e l d s around the house 
gives the s i t e an unusually c o n t i n u i t y of s e t t i n g . 

The house v;as on the s i t e by 1573 when John Brown Sr. gave the 
p r o p e r t y to h i s son Nathaniel, but may have been b u i l t c. 165 2 when 
Brown o r i g i n a l l y acquired the land. 

The Brown House i s associated w i t h the e a r l y 20th century r e s t o r a t i o n 
iTOvement. Mrs. V;. G. M i t c h e l l had the house restored c. 1920. The 
r e s t o r a t i o n included r e p l i c a t i o n of the o r i g i n a l sheathing f o r 
f i r e p l a c e w a i l f i n i s h , the i n t r o d u c t i o n of a s t a i r c a s e copying the 
Parson Capen House s t a i r c a s e , and the reconstructior. of the e:-:-*-̂ -' 
chimney along the l i n e s of the p l a s t e r e d chimney at the Parson 
Barnard Kc 

:or 

REFERENCES 

Cummings, Massachusetts and i t s F i r s t Period Houses, 
the Colonial Society i n Massachusetts,51: 

P u b l i c a t i o n s of 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t c — f o r - at bottom 
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