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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house was designed and built to complement St. Peter' s-By-the-Sea. It

was designed to be Gothic in appearance, though not in comstruction principles.
The first Bishop of Alaska, Peter Trimble Rowe, drew his conception for the house
in the fall of 1898, at the same time he drew sketches of his conception of what
St. Peter's should be. Architectural plans for the house appear to have been
executed by Philadelphia architect H. L. Duhring, Jr., at the expense, and as a
benefaction, of George C. Thomas, of Philadelphia. The house was not built in
1899, when the church was built, due, apparently, to lack of funds.

The shape of the house is an almost irregular rectangle, with bays jutting out
to the west from the side walls, to take advantage of the view over Beach Road
(now Lincoln Street) to the harbor and the sea. The building is set upon a solid
- foundation which appears to be primarily of concrete or cement. The basement
- was used from its earliest days for classrooms, meetings, and other church
functions, as it is today. The main second floors have the exposed timber
appearance of a Gothic mansion, lightened by large windows on all sides which
illumine the basically good proportions of the rooms and provide an aura of
natural illumination providing welcome leaven to the otherwise somber cast of
the design. There is a large kitchen and pantry, and oversize living, dining and
family rooms, all of which appear to have been designed with a view to their uses
as functional elements of the church organization for St. Peter's, and as the
headquarters for the Episcopal Church in Alaska, as well as the home of the
Bishop's family. The second floor has a bath, three bedrooms, and the Bishop's
‘study. ., . o :

Since the house functions now as the Rectory for St. Peter's Church, and the

church is now between Rectors, the house is being used now only for church business,
and the family bedrooms are.unoccupied and unfurnished.  The study on the second
floor, is, however, partially furnished. The last Rector had the room redecorated
somewhat garishly. This should be considered for return to the period of Peter
Trimble Rowe, which could be done in the course of normal redecoration for an
incoming Pastor.

The attic is a full finished floor which has been used at various times for day
_classes and Sunday school classes, and is used still for storage of church records.
In one place in the attic are personal records and possessions of Peter Trimble
Rowe, apparently placed here at the time of his burial in 1942 on the lawn of

St. Peter's Church. These artifacts include personal reference books, including

a set of the Encyclopedia Brittanica, his personal portable piano organ, and
apparently a quantity of his personal notes and diaries =- all of them of great
potential as archival and historical documents and museum artifacts.
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This building is significant as the home and headquarters of Bishop Peter Trimble
Rowe, the First Episcopal Bishop of Alaska, which he conceived in his own mind, built
with his own hands, and from whence he went forth on seven of his approximately

46 journeys, often alone, to the far north and west reaches of the Alaskan sub-
continent, building and staffing hospitals, libraries and schools, and establish-

ing mission churches on the last American frontier.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE:

Peter Trimble Roge was the first Episcopal Bishop of Alaska. In April 1896 he
established his headquarters at Sltka, found quarters for his family, and left
immediately for the interior to see for himself what it was he must do in his newly
accepted. charge. He traveled over the Chilkat Trail to the Yukon, transporting

his own dunnage and building his own boats, as necessary -- two years before the
Klondike gold stampede. He early established that he would be a leading missionary
in fact to both Alaskan Natives and to Sourdoughs -- as well as in name. During
the ensuing years that he served -- from 1895 until his death in 1942 -- he made
approximately 46 such journeys between southeastern Alaska, the length of the Yukon
River, north to Nome, and west .to the Aleutians, often all in the same trip. He
established and staffed hospitals, libraries, and schools, and established mission
churches to serve the needs of both the Natives and the incoming Sourdoughs. He
worked tirelessly to create a bridge for the Natives between their past and their
future, and to provide aid and succor to the Sourdonvch hordes who often mindlessly
descended upon the vast wilderness unprepared to cope with its relentless demands
upon the human mind and body. He was the Episcopal Bishop of Alaska, but he was
also, to the rest of the country, the Bishop from Alaska, becoming a nationally
celebrated figure, based upon his accomplishments in Alaska and the effectiveness
with which he carried his message of need to the Eastern establishment of the
church and of the government, and to the press. Over the 47 years of his service
to Alaska he repeatedly rebuffed attempts to transfer him to elevated positions

of authority and honor in the church at places of far less demand upon his physical
powers.

The fame and honors bestowed upon Bishop Rowe are legion, and a brief account of
them must inevitably fall short of any adequate treatment. What is important here
is that the house he built represents one of the few physical legacies of his
work that remain as he created them.
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On the inside the house design appears very busy. Its very design element conveys
a place of activity, which is what Bishop Rowe intended to convey. The main floor,
with its ceiling beams and exposed timbers conveys strength and durability. The
second floor, on the other hand, provides relief from this busyness, even though
it continues the same basic designs. This different environment on the second
floor, which was the only place in the house reserved exclusively for his family,
as well as the location of his study, provides a measure of the success of the
Bishop's conception for his house, in relation to his needs for his family's
measure of privacy away from his public activities, and for his own need for a
haven in which to do his writing and planning for the massive tasks he continually
undertook. '

The exterior is now partially exposed field stone, but is mostly sheathed in
shingles. Study is required to determine whether this is in keeping with the
original appearance, but would, in any event, not require major alteration. The
window frames and woodwork, inside and out, are full and heavy, through appropriately
in keeping with the Gothic atmosphere created by the conception of the building.

The house is capped by a roof designed in a series of broken line forms, hips at

east and west ends, and a gable facing the (south) front, giving, once again, a

great bustle and busyness to the design and presenting an effect of massiveness
which belies the relatively modest overall proportions of the building.
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Since funds were adequate in 1899 to build only St. Peter's Church, he deferred
construction of the See House, for which he already had architect's plans, based
upon his conception for the house. 1In 1905, while Mrs. Rowe was in Victoria

for the first of a series of operations, the Bishop stayed in Sitka, rather than
journeying to the interior, and he occupied himself with building the See House.

It was at that time apparently, that the site was purchased from Peter Panamarkoff
or his estate, as the adjoining church property had been purchased earlier. Bishop
Rowe described his work on the house: ‘

"Mrs. Rowe has left Sitka for Victoria for medical treatment. I am
alone, not a new experience. I get my own meals and keep the new
house progressing to a finish. I find it hard after using the
trowel or plane, shovel or hammer, wheelbarrow or paint brush,
lifting and placing rocks all day, to handle easily or conveniently
at night so small an article as a pen. Building this house is a
pretty difficult contract in Sitka, owing to the scarcity of good
workmen and the long delayed shipments of materials. While the
house is going to be the most complete thing of the kind in Alaska,
yet it ties me down, and will do so until November. Then I shall
hang up the trowel and the hoe and be off to the work that is
calling loudly for me. I shall have to hit the trail this winter."”

In addition to creating the house he had earlier envisioned, his work of that
summer solved the problem of lack of money for construction. It also probably
served him well in his concern for the health of his beloved wife, who lived only
12 years longer. Their attachment to this place is evidenced in that upon his
death 37 years later they were both reinterred here in the lawn of St. Peter's
Church.

After the house was completed, the family occupied it for seven years. In 1912,
with the transfer of the major resources of the capital of Alaska to Juneau, Sitka
declined in importance. Access to ships which Bishop Rowe needed to set out on his
annual pilgrimages to the Bering Sea, the Yukon, and the Aleutians, became un-
available, except by journeying first to Seattle. This, in addition, the increas-
ing need of Mrs. Rowe for constant medical attention, decided a move of the See

from Sitka to Seattle. The See House, while retaining that name, became the home

of the resident clergyman of St. Peter's Church, rather than the actual headquarters

of the Bishop of Alaska. Ultimately, of course, the See was relocated in Fairbanks,
where it is now.
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There are many fine houses in Sitka, and also in other communities in Alaska.
However, this is the only house in all Alaska, conceived and built by one who
stands among the foremost humanitarian figures in the history of the Territory

and state. Its design was unusual and was his own unique contribution. The
construction was unusual, and was his own unique contribution. The years between
1905 and 1912 when Bishop Rowe and his family occupied the house were seminal years
for the Territory, for the development of the large number of hospitals, clinics,
libraries, schools, orphanages, and mission churches, that he located, instigated,
staffed, and nurtured; and they, too, were his unique contribution. For that
period of time this house stands as his hdmeplace, the home to which he returned,
planned for the future, and then set out again for journeys which in number, length,
and difficulty, are yet unequalled by any man in the modern history of Alaska as

a Territory or a state.
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