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Q The Old Ship Street Historic D i s t r i c t , Medford, contains 38 houses situated on 
7, approximately pevgn acres of land near the I-fy-stic River and close to the site of 

Medford's old ship building industry. The houses are related historically and 
architecturally and are distinct from their more modem surroundings. Seven of the 
buildings were constructed between 1828 and 1844t twenty four between l8i+4 and 1855i 
and five between I856 and the tum of the century. There are two modem houses, 
compatible i n mass and height with their neighboring houses, included i n the d i s t r i c t . 

The Judah Loring Double House ( l ) , b u i l t c. 1845, and the Heniy Ewell House (2), 
b u i l t i n 1844, are good examples of 2-g- story clapboard, gable end to the street, 
Greek Revival Houses typical of the area. Porches supported by Doric columns, wide 
cornerboards and plain entablature add to the simple dignity of these houses. The 
Foster Waterman House (3) b u i l t c. 1845, i s simpler than the Ewell House on one 
side of i t and the Japhet Sherman House (4), c. 1845, on the other side. I t does 
have, however, a recessed, pedimented entrance with pilasters. The Sherman House 
(4), i s similar to the Ewell House but has lost i t s shutters and porch balustrade. 

Cudworth Cottage (6), at the comer of Riverside Avenue and Pleasant Street, was 
bu i l t later than the other cottages i n the area (c.l889) and while i t is compatible 
i n scale with the Greek Revival buildings, i t does not have the same detailing. 
The other houses on the west side of Pleasant Street (7-13) are a l l 1^ or 2^ story ,. 
simple Greek Revival cottages, with front porches. The scale of the streetscape i s •, • tv, 
small and unpretentious, and the gables facing front afford visual cohesiveness. 
The SLlodeau Cottages, (9,10), b u i l t i n 1915, are much later than the other buildings 
on the street but are compatible i n form. The Alvah Cotton Cottage ( l l ) , b u i l t 
c. 1846, has interesting acorn pattem carvings on the bargeboards. Though the 
D.E. Bangs House (12), b u i l t c. 1885, has projecting bays and slightly irregular 
massing, i t s l-g- story gable roof is compatible with the others on the street. 

? On the east side of Pleasant Street is the Ifehalia Joyce House (14), b u i l t between 
1855 and I875, and now covered with green asphalt siding. The Curtis House (15), 
the Williamson House ( I 6 ) , the Alfred Ells House (17), and the Clark Cottage (18), 
a l l b u i l t c. 1845-50, are covered with white clapboards, and similar i n plan and 
detailing to the Ewell House (2). Around the bend of Pleasant Street are the Covell 
Cottage and the Richards Cottage (20,21), white l i - s t o r y Greek Revival cottages. 
The Fay Cottage (22) next door is similar to the Richards Cottage except that i t 
is painted brown and has bargeboards. 

The Hyers House (23) farther east on Pleasant Street, was also b u i l t c. 1845-50, •': 
but is slightly larger i n scale than the cottages next to i t . This white clapboard 
building, 2-g- stories high, is three bays wide, and has fine detailing over the end 
door. The Wentworth House (25), the Russell House (26), the Gampson Cottage (27) * 
and the Richardson Cottage (28) are a l l Greek Revj.val structures, b u i l t around I85O, . 
with simple decorative detai l . .i 

On Park Street the Robert Ells House (33) was b u i l t c. 1828-30, earlier than the 

. -.. ,. . ' (con't) 
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Greek Revival houses i n the d i s t r i c t . This 2g- story white clapboard hip roof 
building, Medford's best extant example of Federal architecture, has interesting 
latticework trim around the windows and a "Balustrade between the two gabled dormers 
of the facade. The semicircular entrance portico with Doric columns and 
entablature was probably added i n 1904• 

The Keene House (35), the Sparrell House (36), the Lapham House (37), and the 
Teel House (38) were a l l b u i l t c. 1830-32, and are 2r̂ - story ridge roof buildings 
with five bay center entrance facades. Their similarity to one another, and to 
the Ells House (33) suggest that they were constructed at the same time. They are 
covered with different materials and have been altered, but their line and form 
s t i l l remain. ,•; 

The area, composed maiiily of small 1-|- or 2-g- story Greek Revival houses and cottages, 
is a cohesive whole. Most of the buildings have non-original exterior materials, 
such as siding or asphalt shingles, but the houses retain., their small town 
neighborhood, Greek Revival character. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Old Ship Street Historic D i s t r i c t , containing 38 properties, i s closely • • 
associated with the ship building and shipyards which were Medford's major industry ' 
i n the 19th century. In 1802 Thatcher Magoun established the f i r s t f u l l time ,j 
shipyard i n Medford, at the southeast comer of the Old Ship Street d i s t r i c t , "' ^ 
and between that time and 1873, when the last shipyard closed down, 5̂ 7 vessels 
(totaling 274,124 tons) were produced. The Old Ship Street area developed simultaneous!; 
with the ship building industry, both showing the greatest amount of growth betvjeen 
1844 and 1855* Most of the buildings i n the d i s t r i c t are examples of small Greek ^ 
Revival houses and cottages and the area stands apart from i t s surroundings as a 
separate and unique cohesive whole. 

• i 
Robert E l l s , ship joiner, was the f i r s t developer of the area. In 1828 he bought j 
land on the west side of Park Street (then referred to as a "New Way leading 
to Magoun's ship building yards"). After the purchase of additional land from ' I 
Thatcher Magoun i n I832, i t is believed that Ells b u i l t five houses i n the d i s t r i c t • -'̂^ 
(33,35,36,37,38). A l l of these houses are s t i l l standing, and one of them, the .,:| 
Robert Ells House (33) i s Medford's most developed example of a Federal hip roof 
building. The Rogers House (5) on Riverside Avenue also dates from this period, 
but was constructed independently from the Park Street houses. 

Starting i n 1844, the rest of the area was developed by Oakman Joyce, housewright. 
The f i r s t l o t was sold to Henry Ewell (2) at I58 Riverside Avenue. Lots were sold 
quickly after that, almost exclusively to small shipyard owners and craftsmen 
related to the industry. The earliest knovm owners include six ship builders, five 
ship carpenters, two housewrights, two blacksmiths, and two ship joiners and 
finishers. Ely 1855 the area was f u l l y developed and appeared essentially as i t 
does today. Because these later buildings were constmcted i n an eleven year span 
and because they were b u i l t by one man and his apprentices, most of the houses are 
similar i n style: Greek Revival, with the gable end to the street. The Judah Loring 
Double House ( l ) and the Henry Ewell House (2) on Riverside Avenue, are among 
Medford's best examples of 2^ story, gable end to the street Greek Revival houses. 
The Alvah Cotton Cottage ( l l ) , the J. Clark Cottage ( l 8 ) , the J. Ewell Cottage (19), 
the Davis Richards Cottage (21), and the Nathaniel Fay Cottage (22), a l l on Pleasant 
Street, are good examples of Greek Revival cottages with bargeboards, pilasters 
and other details intact. . - . ? . ., . - > s*. 

The area's survival with a l l of i t s pre-1855 buildings i n their original settings, 
i t s proximity to the I'Jystic River and the sites of the former shipyards, and i t s 
association with the shipbuilders and craftsmen, provide a unique example of popular 
and vemacular tastes of an important period i n Medford's development. 
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• "•. 1 . Judah Loring Double House * 152--154 Riverside Avenue 
2. Henry Ewell House 158 It t l 

3. Foster Waterman House 3-5 Pleasant Street '. 
4. Japhet Sherman House 166 Riverside Avenue 
5. H . P, Rogers House 170 I I n , - :• • 

6. Cudworth House , 8 Pleasant Street 
7. Simond Hanscomb House 12 Pleasant Street -
8. George Clark Cottage 16 I I 
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11. Alvah Cotton Cottage 26 " I I 
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28. Richardson Cottage ' y 46 I I I I . •' 

29. Colman Kenrick House ' *' 44 I I I I " • , 
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32. R. Hyers Outbuilding 6 Pleasant Street Court 
33. Robert Ells House , 50 Park Street 
34. A. Tambone House : •" • • 46 I I I I 

35. Lewis Keene House 38 M I I 

36. John Sparrell House ' 30 I I 

37. A. Lapham House 22-24 M 
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28 March 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C, 20240 , • 

APR I 

CERTIFIED MAIL-" 
APPORTIONMENT WARRANT 
NOMINATION 

Dear Charles: , . '• 'y, 

Enclosed please f i n d three National Register submissions f o r the 
following properties: : 

1. Cambridge, Mount Auburn Cemetery, Middlesex County 
2. Medford, Judkins Square Historic D i s t r i c t , Middlesex County 
3. Medford, Old Ship Street Historic D i s t r i c t , Middlesex County ,̂  

These properties have been voted e l i g i b l e f o r sufcanission by the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission (the State Review Board) and have 
been signed by the State Historic Preservation O f f i c e r , Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions plan t o apply 
for FY '76 grants-in-aid. I f you have any questions, please don't 
hesitate to c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

Pat r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW:pjj 
End. 
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