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The A d Ship Street Historic District, Medford, contains 38 houses situated on

approxi mately pevgn acres of |and near the I-fy-stic River and close t othe site of
Medford's ol d ship building industry. The houses arerelated historicallyand
architecturally andaredistinct fromtheir nore nmodem surroundings. Seven of the
buil dings were constructed between 1828 and 1844t twenty four between |8i+4 and 1855i
and five between 1856 andthe t umof the century. There aretwo nodem houses,
conpatible i n nmass and height with their neighboring houses, included i nthe district.

The Judah Loring Double House (1), built c. 1845, and the Heniy Ewel | House(2),
built i n 1844, aregood exanples of 2g story clapboard, gable endtothestreet,
QG eek Revival Houses typical of the area. Porches supported by Doric colums, w de
cornerboards and plain entablature addt othesinple dignity of these houses. The
Foster Véterman House (3) built c. 1845, i s sinpler than the Ewel|l House on one
side of i t andthe Japhet Sherman House (4), c. 1845, ont he other side. |t does
have, however, a recessed, pedinmented entrance with pilasters. The Shernan House
(4), i ssimlar tothe Ewell House but has lost it sshutters and porch bal ustrade.

Qudworth Cottage (6), at t hecomer of Riverside Avenue andPl easant Street, was

built later than the other cottages inthe area (c.1889) andwhile i t i s conpatible

in scale with the Greek Revival buildings, i t does not have t he sane detailing.

The ot her houses onthe west side of Pleasant Street (7-13) areall 12or 2 story .
sinple Geek Revival cottages, with front porches. The scale of the streetscape i s« ¢ tv,
smal | and unpretentious, andthe gables facing front afford visual cohesiveness.

The SLl odeau Cottages, (9,10), built in 1915 arenuch |ater than the other buildings
on thestreet but areconmpatible i n form The Alvah Cotton Cottage (Il), built

c. 1846, hasinteresting acorn pattem carvings onthe bargeboards. Though t he

DE Bangs House (12), built c. 1885, has projecting bays andslightly irregular
massing, i tsl-¢ story gable roof is conpatible with the others onthestreet.

h t heeast side of Pleasant Street is the Ifehalia Joyce House (14), built between
1855 and 1875, and nowcovered with green asphalt siding. The Curtis House (15),
the Wlliamson House (16), the Alfred Ells House (17), andthe Clark Cottage (18),
all built c. 1845-50, arecovered with white clapboards, andsimlar in planand
detailing t othe Ewell House (2). Around the bend of Pleasant Street aret he Covell
Cottage and the Richards Cottage (20,21), white li-story Geek Revival cottages.
The Fay Cottage (22) next door issimlar tothe Richards Cottage except thati t

is painted brown and has bargeboards.

The Hyers House (23) farther east on Pleasant Street, was also built c. 1845-50, o'
but i s slightly larger inscale than the cottages next toit. This white clapboard
building, 2g stories high, i sthree bays wi de, andhas fine detailing over theend

door. The Wentworth House (25), the Russell House (26), t he Ganpson Cottage (27) *
and the Richardson Cottage (28) areall Geek Revj.val structures, built around |850Q,
with sinple decorative detail. A

nh Park Street the Robert Ells House (33) was built c. 1828-30, earlier thant he

. (con't)



Form No. 10-300a

" 10_74L)JNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED 4:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF ffISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED AR ] 4195
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEMNUMBER ' PAGE

G eek Revival houses i nthedistrict. This 23 story white clapboard hi proof
building, Medford's best extant exanple of Federal architecture, has interesting
latticework trimaround t he windows and a"Balustrade between the two gabled dormers
of thefacade. The semcircular entrance porticowith Doric colums and

entabl ature was probably added i n 1904

The Keene House (35), the Sparrel |l House (36), t he Lapham House (37), and t he

Teel House (38) were all built c. 1830-32, and are 2™ story ridge roof buildings
with five bay center entrance facades. Their simlarity to one another, andto
the Ells House (33) suggest that they were constructed at the sane time. They are
coy|e|red with different materials and have been altered, but their line and form
sti remain. K

The area, conposed maiiily of small L|- or 2g story Geek Revival houses and cottages,
is a cohesive whole. Mst of thebuildings have non-original exterior materials,
such as siding or asphalt shingles, but the houses retain., their small town

nei ghborhood, G eek Revival character.
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The O dShip Street Historic District, containing 38 properties, i sclosely o o
associated with the ship building and shipyards which were Medford' s major industry '
in the 19th century. | n1802 Thatcher Magoun established t hefirst full time N
shipyard in Medford, at t hesoutheast comer of the O dShip Street district, "N
and between that tinme and 1873, when t he |ast shipyard closed down, 57 vessels
(totaling 274,124 tons) were produced. The O d Ship Street area devel oped simultaneous!;
with theship building industry, both showi ng the greatest amount of growth betvjeen

1844 and 1855* Most of the buildingsinthe district areexanples of small Geek A
Revival houses and cottages and the area stands apart from its surroundings as a
separate and uni que cohesive whol e.

Robert Ells, ship joiner, was thefirst developer of thearea. | n1828 he bought J
land on t hewest side of Park Street (then referredt oas a "New Vdy | eading

to Magoun's ship building yards"). After the purchase of additional [land from o
Thatcher Magoun in 1832, i tis believed that Ells built five houses inthe district « ™M
(33,35,36,37,38). All of these houses arestill standing, and one of them t he o]
Robert Ells House (33) i s Medford' s nost devel oped exanpl e of a Federal hip roof
building. The Rogers House (5) on Riverside Avenue al so dates from this period,

but was constructed independently from the Park Street houses.

Starting in 1844, therest of the area was devel oped by Gaknan Joyce, housewright.
The first | ot was sold t oHenry Ewell (2) at |58 Riverside Avenue. Lots were sold
quickly after that, alnost exclusivelytosmall shipyard owners and craftsnmen
related t ot heindustry. The earliest knovm owners include six ship builders, five
ship carpenters, two housewights, two blacksmths, and two ship joiners and
finishers. Hy 1855 the area was fully devel oped and appeared essentially as i t
does today. Because these later buildings were constncted i n an eleven year span
and because they were built by one nan and hi s apprentices, nost of the houses are
simlar instyle: Geek Revival, with the gable endtothestreet. The Judah Loring
Doubl e House (1) and t he Henry Ewel| House (2) on Riverside Avenue, are anong

Medf ord' s best exanples of 2" story, gable endtothestreet Geek Revival houses.
The Alvah Cotton Cottage (I1),theJ. Clark Cottage (18), theJ. Ewell Cottage (19),
the Davis Richards Cottage (21), and the Nathaniel Fay Cottage (22), all on Pleasant
Street, aregood exanpl es of G eek Revival cottages with bargeboards, pilasters

and other details intact. N ? ., > st

The area's survival withall of itspre-1855 buildingsi n their original settings,
its proximty tothel'Jystic River and the sites of the former shipyards, and its
association with the shipbuilders and craftsmen, provide a unique exanple of popul ar
and vemacul ar tastes of an inportant period i n Medford s devel oprent.
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National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

US Department of the Interior CERTI FI ED MAI L-"
18th and C Streets, NW APPCRTI ONVENT VVARRANT
Washington, DG 20240 , NCM NATI ON

Dear Charl es: .. Y,

Encl osed please find three National Register subm ssions for the
following properties:

1. Canbridge, Munt Auburn Cenetery, M ddlesex County
2. Medford, Judkins Square Historic District, Mddlesex County
3. Medford, O dShip Street Historic District, Mddlesex County N

These properties have been voted eligible for sufcanission by the
Massachusetts Historical Conmmission (the State Review Board) and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Amadon.

Pl ease note that theproperties covered by these subm ssions plan t o apply
for FY "76grants-in-aid. | f youhave anyquestions, please don't
hesitate t ocall us.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

PLW pj
End.
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