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The Bloomington Viaduct, built in 1851, is located in the Bloomington area of south 
east Garrett County, just west of the Allegany County line. It is a sandstone bridge 
of three full center arches, each with a 56-foot span and a 28-foot rise. When first 
built, it carried a double-track of the original Baltimore and Ohio main line across the 
Potomac River to Mineral County, West Virginia. In 1916 the viaduct was widened to 
accomodate two more tracks. The addition is a Melan-type reinforced concrete bridge of 
identical configuration built against the south face of the original stone bridge.
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The engineering significance of the Bloomington Viaduct lies in its impres 
sive size and its uniqueness. The B § 0 pioneered in the construction of 
durable, multispan masonry railroad bridges, most of which continue to 
carry heavy volumes of mainline traffic more than a century after they were 
built. This is one of the very few remaining on the Wheeling extension, 
and the only example in Garrett County (although single-arch masonry high 
way bridge crossing the Casselman River in the northern part of the County 
has been preserved and is listed on the National Register) .

One of the very few recorded Civil War skirmishes in Garrett County occurre 
at the Bloomington Viaduct. Captain John McNeill's Rangers captured the 
town and a trainload of Federal Troops on May 6, 1864. As they were pre 
paring to destroy the bridge, federal re-inforcements arrived. The marks 
of this aborted demolition attempt were visible on the south face of the 
bridge until the 1916 widening.

l"The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Thru Garrett County, "The Glades 
Star. (Oakland, Md: Garrett County Historical Society), Vol. I (March 
31, 1949) #33, page 329.

2 Urban Research and Development Corporation, A Close Look at Garrett
County COakland, Md: Garrett County Planning Commission, 1973), page 10.

3Carl W. Condit, American Building, Materials and Techniques from 
the First Colonial Settlements to the Present (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago 
Press, 1968) pp. 71-73

4 Lenora W. Wood "McNeill's Raid", The Glades Star (Oakland, Md: 
Garrett County Historical Society), Vol. 3 (.June 1961) #5, pp. 77-79.
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