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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The two-story building has a porch on three sides with 17 Corinthian
columns built of brick and stuccoed over.

A balustrade above the entablature screens the view of the very low
pitched hlgped roof. The cornices prOJect out from the main plane of the
wall and brackets are used at regular intervals. These brackets are orna-
mented in the he egg and dart fashion. The freize has a very large floral
design. The 1 large Corinthian columns along the exterior line of colonad-
ing on the porch are free-standing. There are two engaged columns which
flank the doorway.

The doorway has double doors with side lights and a transom. The
front and back doors have beveled leaded plate glass. Two of the front
windows also have this same glass. There are two windows on each side
upstairs and in the center a door flanked by two small windows. This
door has the same glass as the front door and it opens onto a small curved
balcony with a wooden bannister. The windows have pedlments and all
second floor windows have shutters. o

The house has a central hallway with high wainscotting painted white.
In the hallway is a cornice with moulding in a series of oak leaves. Both
the hall and the southeast corner rooms have parquet floors. The library
has beams on the ceiling running north and south.

The room on the northeast corner is a more formal room. It is a
double parlor semi-divided by a palr of Corinthian columns and each room
has its own fireplace.

“fte -t A1l of thé bedrooms on the second floor have f1replaces. ‘The attic
is as 1arge as the _upper floor. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Shorter Mansion is recognized as an outstanding example of
Greco-Roman Classic Revival architecture in the South.

The house was built in 1906 by Eli Shorter, Jr., to replace an
earlier (1884) structure which burned in 1900.

Eli Shorter was a member of the politically powerful Shorter family.
He served four terms as a member of the House of Representatives from 1882-
3, 1884-5, 1886-7, and in 1888-9 as Speaker of the House. His family
was one of the earliest families in the area and had long been prominent
in politics. His father, Eli Sims Shorter ,was politically active and
served four years as a congressman; his uncle, John Gill Shorter served
as a state senator, circuit judge and governor of Alabama from 1861-3.
Other members of the family included the state's leading populist, Reuben
Kolb, and a president of the Railroad Commission, at that time one of the
most important departments of the state. e

The house remained in the family until bought by the Eufaula Heritage
Association in_ '1965. It has been restored and is used as a memorial to
the six governors of Alabama who were either born or lived in Barbour
County. It also serves as the headquarters for the Eufaula Heritage
Association.




Hammond, Ralph, Antebellum Mansions of Alabama,

1951.

New York: Bonanza Books,

Owen, T. M., History of Alabama and Dictionary of Alabama Biography, Vol. IV}

Chicago: The S. J. Clark Publishing GCo., 1921.

|

Walker, A. K., Backtracking in Barbour County, Richmond: Dietz Press, 1941.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER. LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds

Nw o » ” o ’ L] 31 (o] 08 » 45 » 8 o ’ ”»
" R O 5° 53" 45
SE -] 1 ” (-] ’ »
SW ] ’ » (] ' »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: ]lagg than 1 acre

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND LE:

W. Warner Flovd, Executive Director

CITY OR TOWN:

Montgomery

ORGANIZATION DATE
Alabama Historical Commission June 10, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:
305 South Lawrence Street
STATE CODE

01

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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