FPMA - AEA > ,v Formntjnbers inthis area Area letter

MSSAGHEH TS H STAR G CNMISS ON NA o Comy A Yy

29 Wshington Street, Boston, M\ 02108

Town Fall River, Mhss.

Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple toleft side o£ form Nane of area (if any) Ruggles Park

Phot o nunber AAIYA.'"\-3V

Seabury Street, between Pine &Looost stxeets

Ceneral date or period 1868- present

Ly'>i

Sketch map. Drawa general nap of the area indicating properties within it,
Nuntoer each property for which individual inventory fons have been conpl et ed.
Label streets (including route nunbers, if any) andindicate north. (Attach a
separate sheet if space here i snot sufficient)

Y?0BS* SOA/

7='AA?A<

77

6BURY

Recorded by Panel a Fox
Organi zati on FROP
Date 4/12/82

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURN. 9 G\ H CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
‘‘and architecturally significant structures).

Ruggl es Park, established i n1868, is asmall square park of about 9 acres |ocated
in adensely settled working class neighborhood i nthe north-central section of the
city. Theprincipal design feature i sthe highgranite retaining wall v*iich
separates the elevated | and i nt+e northeast coner of the park fromthe rest of

the property. Theonly large flat open space i s nowa bal | iuelld. PIAanti ngs are

nowrelatively sparse. ,

Ruggl es Park i sani nf)ortant focus for the surrounding nei ghborhood. Above t he hi gh
granite retaining wall, arow of tenenent houses | ooks over the park. The reiraining
architectural enfranenent i s ccnposed of avariety of 19th century house types, in-
cluding stylish Second Eirpire and|talianate exanples.

Frcmthe west, Ruggles Park marks a change i nelevation fron the Hghlands tothe
edge of Flint Village, and a corresponding change i nsocial and architectural
character, with high-styled residences giving way tomll-workers' housing |ike that

HSTAR CAL S GNHCANCE of area. (Explain devel opment of area, what caused it, (cont'd)

and howit affected comunity; be specific).

Ruggl es i s oneof the two ol dest parks i nFall River andi s of historical interest
because of the 1903 |?jpr ovenent plans drawn up by t he national | y- known | andscape [
architecture firmof Qnsted Brothers. The land for both Ruggles and South (now
Kennedy) Parks was purchased by the city i n1868. During the last half of the 19th
century the creation of public parks was seen as the proper response of civilized
government t o the phenonenon cf urbani zation, asrecreation canet o be understood

as the natural antidote to the nervous exhaustion of an industirial age.

Ruggl es Park, originally part of the ol d Rodnan farm provided a convenient recrea-
tional area for thecity's working population. AsdescribedinFall River and Its
Indxjstries (1877), the park was ori ?| nally 15 acres andincludeda fine natural
plantation previously known as Ruggl es G ove. The area al ready had | uxuriant trees
and required little initial landscaping to nake it charm ng.

In 1901 the city voted to establish a Park QamLssion, which engaggd the wel | -known
firmof dnsted Brothers to nake extensiveinprovements to South Park and t o devel op
Ruggles, vich by this date mast have | ost nany of its earlier trees. At the turnof
the ~centxnry, Ainsted Brothers consistedof a sole partnership between John C Q nsted
and Frederick Lawd nsted, Jr. the two sons of the pioneeringFrederick LawQ nst ed,
consi dered the founder of the profession of |andscape architecture and one of the
first city planners. The 1903 O nsted Brothers plan and the extensiveplanting lists
survive today i nthe files of the Parks Departnent.

B BLI G3AFHY and/ or REFHRENES
Phillips, History of Fall River (1944-46) Fasciclel |k p. 98-99.
Fall River andlts Industries, p. 158-9.

Fein, Albert, Landscape Into Gtyscape (Van Nostrand Rei nhol d Coi pany, 1967)
pages iX-jcix.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cannani ty: For mN\b;

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Y Fal | River, Mss. MA
Office of the Secretary, Bogton
Property Nane: Ruggl es Park

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued beow.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont' d) .r ATy ATTy-

along Trenont and Robeson Streets. 'yry-A y A'-

Ruggles Park i ssignificant as aworking class recreational park of thelate19th
centuryr™.* one of t he two ol dest parks i nFall Rver-'v andfor itsassociation with
the national | y known | andscape architecture firm of Qwsted Brothers. The

property meets criteria AandCof theNational Register.
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Staple to Inventory form at bottom



NPS Foim 10-900.a

02)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

Item number

Name Fall River Multiple Resource Area
State

AN

MnrnJootion/Type of Review

71.

f||72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

7.

78.

79.

80.

Read, Nathan, House Subst ant | va Eevl ew

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Page S 'si.-i

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Date/Signature
ceper 2JAN "%, Ayi\i

attest

Attest

Entered In tB.

Ruggles Parj” Katlo™al Register A" ej.
Entered In ttia

Saganore Mi || No. 2 Kational Register

Entered Inf tKe
Saganore Mi | |'s #1 and #3

CKeeper
Attest

Hat | onal fi eS*sterAAA| AAAAA,

At t est
Sanford Spinning Q. Entered I n | f rn ~
National Resist A*
At t est

N
Entered i n the

Santo Christo Church Hat | onal

Entered i n the

Seaconnet Mills Kational Register

Entered | ntEe
Smith, John Mace, House

St. Anne's Church and Pari£j*Qj.ed Intlie
Complex Hatlonal Register

Entered in the

St. =
Hatlii® Reglstdf

Joseph's Church

Regi ster A A/~ N

Attest

"Keegi

 Attest

National Register /™gep

eper
Attest

["er . A~Afel N IAUAUNMYMyA N N
Attest

-/\ Pt

f ' ecper YT<AAA YW jiny A

Attest



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET

Ruggles Park <Fdl River MRA)

Bristol County
MASSACHUSETTS .o
Working Wb. AR
F«d. R«fl. OaU:. .NEE:Zi-£X,
Action: -Jii:rACCEPT rfAAI.
rosubmission Entered in the RETURN
nomination by porson or local aovornmsnt Hatlonal Reg.ster™ Rgjpr.T
ownsr ObJoction Fodoral Agoncy: LA
appsai
Substantivo Rsvisw: sample roquest 4 appeal NR decision

Roviowor's commsnts:

Rscom. /Critsria
Rsviswsr
Disciplins
Oats
SOS eontlnustion shset

eNominstion roturnod for: technical corrections cited beiow
__substantive reasons discussad bolow

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

An Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

|—in piipini kmmm tmmitt

m Description

summsry psrsgrsph

completeness

cisrity

si tsrations/integrity
dates

boundsry sslsction



8. Significance

spMIfle *mtmm MMwAraMtaet

(bi<

summary paragraph ,;
completeness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

AljrMgi of nomInMM proparty .
I nmmm
UMT R9torvnc#9

VarM >iii<«ry *mmcrtfMmn mm* iMstltteatian

11. Form Prepared By

12.

Tht evaluatM signlflcane* ot tni* propany wttnin tn* (lata It:

State Historic Preservation Officer

nallonal atata local

Mat* Historic Praaarvatlon Ottlcaf aignatura

Certification

nomination may be directed to

13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other
Questions concerning this
Signed Date
Comments for any item may be continued on an

attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272

-3504









yyy"t.

Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279

%" ®



