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Al'though Federal i n appearance, this house contains some elements from
an earlier structure which was burned i n1786. Nonetheless, 1 ti sa well
preserved exanple of an early Federal period design. The house retains
integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling
and association, andnmeets Criterion C of the NRHP on the local Ilevel.

ARCH TECTURAL S GNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and. evaluate i nterns of

other buildings within the cx)muinity.
This 5 bay, 2%story house has the exterior stylistic hallmarks of the
Federal style as i t looked i nWakefield from c.1790-1810. The house
does, however, have unusual features which nay be the result of its
having been reconstructed c.1786 reusing materials of an older building.
It has a large central chimey which i s considered the oldest feature
of the house dating from md-17th c. Characteristic of early Federal
houses i n Wakefield is, the lack of eaves returns i nthe gable end.
Perhaps from an earlier period arethe window surrounds visible on the
west and several on the north facades which have finely carved moldings,
corner blocks andproject slightly from the plane of the facade. Later
surrounds arethe simpler, flat surrounds. Wndows on the north facade
are reIativer | arge with 6/6 sash. They neet the frieze i ntypical
Federal style. The chh smal |l er w ndows on the south facade second story

HSTCR%)C&EegO]ItFI Ge%jrcgplla in the oIOeR%\E\ntlerosn pl ayegol il ocaI Cc?rvg{ate h|%tJor905n ”0 Wg
building,relates tothedevel opment of the comunity.

Deacon Thomas Kendal | whose honmestead was built here before 1750 was anong
the earliest settlers in Reading, comng from Lynn. He was a First Parish
Deacon and Sel ect man, and according t oEaton, he was very influential i n
the town until hisdeath i n1681. His wife Rebecca died i n1703. The next
wel | -known owners of the house were the Janes Emersons. Ms. Enerson died
in afire i n1786 and town historian Ruth Wbodbury suggests this was t he
time at which the house was reconstructed. The Enmerson family and it s
descendents lived i nthe house and farmed the di mnishingholdings through
much of the 19th century. They continued t ooccupy the house intot he

20th c¢c. As well as a farmer, James E Emerson was |isted as a shoe cutter
in the 1874Directory. | n1860 Enmerson was |isted as owning 7 acres nmow ng
and tillage on El mSt., a barn 5 acres of pasture and neadow. The gradual
break up of the farm began c. 1848when Enerson St. was a private way laid
out into house lots. One of the last Emersons t olive i n the house was

M ss Lois Emerson who died i n 1902.

Bl BLI Q&KAPHY and/ or REFEHRENES
Wakefield Historical Society, Vertical Files, Ruth Wodbury notes.
Eaton, Lilley, Genealogical History, Boston, 1874,
Tax Lists of 1850, 1860.
Maps of 1830, 1857, 1874, 1889, 1906. Directories of 1869, 19 74,1906
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