


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) , , 

_ Although Federal i n appearance, t h i s house contains some elements from 
an e a r l i e r s t r u c t u r e which was burned i n 1786. Nonetheless, i t i s a w e l l 
preserved example of an e a r l y Federal period design. The house r e t a i n s 
i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , design, m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g 

'. and a s s o c i a t i o n , and meets C r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and. evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the cx)mnuinity. 

This 5 bay, 2% s t o r y house has the e x t e r i o r s t y l i s t i c hallmarks of the 
Federal s t y l e as i t looked i n Wakefield from c.1790-1810. The house 
does, however, have unusual features which may be the r e s u l t of i t s 
having been reconstructed c.1786 reusing m a t e r i a l s of an older b u i l d i n g . 
I t has a large c e n t r a l chimney which i s considered the o l d e s t f e a t u r e 
of the house da t i n g from mid-17th c. C h a r a c t e r i s t i c of e a r l y Federal 
houses i n Wakefield i s , the lack of eaves r e t u r n s i n the gable end. 
Perhaps from an e a r l i e r p e riod are the window surrounds v i s i b l e on the 
west and several on the north facades which have f i n e l y carved moldings, 
corner blocks and p r o j e c t s l i g h t l y from the plane of the facade. Later 
surrounds are the simp l e r , f l a t surrounds. Windows on the north facade 
are r e l a t i v e l y large w i t h 6/6 sash. They meet the f r i e z e i n t y p i c a l 
Federal s t y l e . The much smaller windows on the south facade second s t o r y 
appear to be Georgian i n proportion.. A p o r t i c o , covers the jdoor aurroimd. 

HISTORICAL SIOJIFICANCE Ejcplain the fole^owners played in local or state history and hew the 
building,relates to the development of the community. 

Deacon Thomas Kendall whose homestead was b u i l t here before 1750 was among 
the e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s i n Reading, coming from Lynn. He was a F i r s t Parish 
Deacon and Selectman, and according to Eaton, he was very i n f l u e n t i a l i n 
the town u n t i l h i s death i n 1681. His w i f e Rebecca died i n 1703. The next 
well-known owners of the house were the James Emersons. Mrs. Emerson died 
i n a f i r e i n 1786 and town h i s t o r i a n Ruth Woodbury suggests t h i s was the 
time at which the house was reconstructed. The Emerson f a m i l y and i t s 
descendents l i v e d i n the house and farmed the d i m i n i s h i n g holdings through 
much o f the 19th century. They continued t o occupy the house i n t o the 
20th c. As w e l l as a farmer, James E. Emerson was l i s t e d as a shoe c u t t e r 
i n the 1874 D i r e c t o r y . I n 1860 Emerson was l i s t e d as owning 7 acres mowing 
and t i l l a g e on Elm St., a barn 5 acres of pasture and meadow. The gradual 
break up of the farm began c. 1848 when Emerson St. was a p r i v a t e way l a i d 
out i n t o house l o t s . One o f the l a s t Emersons t o l i v e i n the house was 
Miss Lois Emerson who died i n 1902. 
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