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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A simple two-story frame clapboard building, 26 feet wide and 42 feet
long, with a relatively shallow pitched roof, the First Capitol is a
plain yet singularly attractive structure distinguished in its archi-
tectural design only bya battlemented facade. The front entry is a
single door with a simple three-paned transom.

The Capitol was nevertheless a very substantial structure, built in
1836 with timber purchased in Pittsburg, pre-cut, and transported by
boat down the Ohio River to the Mississippi, north to Galena, then
hauled by wagon to Belmont. Inside, thick hand-split oak lath, covered
with heavy plaster, added to the sturdiness of the walls.

» The building has been faithfully restored with use made of as much of
the original construction as possible.
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STATEMENT OF SjG,NIFICANCE .

When President Andrew Jackson signed the bill .which created the Wisconsin
Territory in 1836, the new territory included all of Wisconsin, Iowa,
Minnesota, parts of the two Dakotas and "disputed" territory in northern
IITinois. Immediately after assumlng office on July 4, 1836, Governor
Henry Dodge called for a census as required and found that the terri-
tory's population of about 22,000 people was fairly evenly divided east
and west of the Mississippi. The lead mining region of southwestern
Wisconsin had the greatest density of population and on the basis of
both geography and population Governor Dodge selected Belmont as the
territorial capital.

The choice was not popular and in fact caused much open dissention and
dlspute. The Territorial Leglslature met there for only one session,

from October 25 to December 9, 1836, a period of 46 days. Durlng that
session, with some 20 communities besides Belmont vying for selection

as the new capital, MadlsOn was chosen and building of the new capitol
began the next year.

Despite its brief use, the First Capitol at 0ld Belmont is one of
Wisconsin's most significant historic sites. It was the birthplace of
local government for the present-day states of Wisconsin, Iowa and
Minnesota.

Marked with an Official Wisconsin Historical Marker.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the. criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National State X] Local
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