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1. Name of Property

historic name: Gray Spring Recreation Area/Forest Service Road #1003 Historic

District; Ozark-St. Francis National Forest

other name/site number: N/A

2. Location

street & number: Forest Service Road #1003

not for publication: N/A

city/town: Cass

state: AR county: Franklin code: AR 047

vicinity: X

zip code: 72949

3. Classification

Ownership of Property: Public-Federal

Category of Property: District

Number of Resources within Property:

Contributing Noncontributing

2 buildings
sites
68 3 structures
objects
70 3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National

Register: N/A

Name of related multiple property listing: Facilities Constructed by the

Civilian Conservation Corps in Arkansas, 1933-1942
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3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended,
I hereby certify that this __X  nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility
meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR

Part 60. In my opinion, the property __ X  meets does not meet the National
Register Criteria.
( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
o 0 B5 LM -FT
Signature of certifying official Date
Forest Service Federal Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:
ﬁ entered in the National Register PPN ZZ !(61 IZL
____ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the

National Register
____ See continuation sheet.

_____ determined not eligible for the
National Register

_____removed from the National Register

other (explain):

o Signature of Keeper Date
of Action



4. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this _X nomination

request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X meets

does not. meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation
sheet. -
Yo Q il 4 (77
Signature of certifying”official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property K meets does not meet the National
Register iteria. See continuation sheet.

Q.20-33
Signature of enting or other official Date
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
State or Federal agency and bureau
5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register
removed from the National Register
other (explain):
Signature of Keeper Date
of Action
6. Function or Use
Historic: RECREATION AND CULTURE Sub: Outdoor recreation
TRANSPORTATION Road-related (vehicular)
Current : RECREATION AND CULTURE Sub: Outdoor recreation

TRANSPORTATION Road-related (vehicular)




7. Description

Architectural Classification:

Other

Other Description: Rustic

Materials: foundation Stone/Concrete roof Wood
walls Stone other Carved directional stones

Describe present and historic physical appearance. X See continuation
sheet.

8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties: Locally .

Applicable National Register Criteria: _A, C
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions): N/A

Areas of Significance: SOCIAL HISTORY
ARCHITECTURE

Period(s) of Significance: 1934-1942

Significant Dates: 1934-35

Significant Person(s): N/A

Cultural Affiliation: N/A

Architect/Builder: Civilian Conservation Corps

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.
X See continuation sheet.



NPS Form 10-000-2
o-80)

RECEIVED 413

ic Plk«

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places R L.
Continuation Sheet

: ~eNCY RESOURCES DIVISION
Section number __’ Page 1 ‘NTER/:,%\’:J?«YALPARKSERY‘CE

Description

Located in the southern reaches of Arkansas’s Ozark Mountain region, the Gray Spring
Recreation Area/Forest Service Road #1003 Historic District (Ozark-St. Francis National Forest)
is composed of a CCC-constructed picnic area and the associated CCC-constructed Forest
Service road that connects the picnic area with State Highway 23 to the east and other Forest
Service roads and recreational areas to the west. The picnic area is located on the western side
of Forest Service Road #1003 (which clings to the southern shoulders of Black Mountain) on the
crest of a gradual decline that was chosen for its beautiful views across Deep Hollow of the
mountains to the west and south. It was designed to provide a pleasant and scenic stop for
motorists and hikers visiting the mountains. The contributing resources within the picnic area
include a gable roof, wood log and stone picnic shelter (FR0073), a stone sign support
(FRO073A), an outdoor barbecue pit (FRO073B), two signage rocks with carved directional
script (FROO75A and FROO78A), a stone and concrete picnic table (FR0O076) and a male and
female toilet facility (FR0078). The non-contributing structures are limited to the three
substantially-rebuilt picnic tables (the original square stone bases have been removed and new
concrete tables and benches installed; FR0074, FR0O075 and FR0077). The included section of
the associated Forest Service road (approximately 4.7 miles in length) contains one stone and
concrete bridge (FR0122) and sixty-two stone culverts (FR0079-0121 and FR0123-0141), all of
which were also constructed by the CCC. As such, the district contains a total of 73 resources,
70 of which are contributing and 3 non-contributing.

The contributing resources in the picnic area are all of original CCC stone construction. The
shelter is constructed of four battered stone columns that are connected by a solid stone
balustrade and that support a wood log and wood shingle gable roof. A single opening in the
eastern wall allows access into the shelter, the interior of which is unornamented with the
exception of the built-in wooden benches at the southern and northern ends. The male and
female toilet facility is designed around an ell-shaped plan, with the female facility at the
northern end and male facility opposite. A large stone chimney placed within the ell intersection
originally allowed for the burning of the waste materials; however, this is no longer in use as
the original toilets have been replaced with the chemical variety. One of the carved directional
stones is placed just to the north of the toilet facility.

The contributing resources along the associated Forest Service road (there are no non-
contributing resources on the included section of this road) consist of sixty-two fieldstone
culverts and one coursed fieldstone and concrete bridge running over Spirits Creek. Most of the
stone culverts consist of simple, random-laid fieldstone facings at either end of a concrete (or
metal) conduit that are no more than 2-4 feet in total height and 4-6 feet in length. However,
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some culvert facings are constructed of rough-cut, coursed stone surrounding the culvert
opening, some feature flared exterior flanking walls, some feature "duck nests" (small, stone-
lined receptacles for collecting runoff water and diverting it through a culvert to a lower
elevation on the opposite side of the road), and some were even augmented with a sequence of
dry-laid fieldstones extending from the front of the downhill side to provide a clear channel
draining the water away from the road. Though none are terribly elaborate and some are clearly
in a better state of preservation than others, all were constructed by the CCC during the
construction of this road. The single bridge, by contrast, is anchored by a central concrete
culvert that is flanked by two coursed, cut-stone approach walls that support the concrete deck
above.
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Significance

The seventy contributing resources that comprise the Gray Spring Recreation Area/Forest
Service Road #1003 Historic District (Ozark-St. Francis National Forest) were constructed in
1934-35 by the enrollees of the 748th Company of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC),
Arkansas District, working out of their camp at Cass, Arkansas (located approximately five
miles to the east of this district). The Cass camp -- established for the purpose of providing
manpower for projects within the central ranger districts of what was then the Ozark National
Forest -- was a typical CCC camp in that it sheltered approximately 200 enrollees who worked
out of the Cass camp itself and at least three known side camps (side camps were composed of
small units of enrollees who were assigned to a temporary campsite away from the main camp
for the purpose of completing a specific project located too far from the main camp for a daily
commute). Forest Service Road #1003 had previously been nothing more than a rough trail
through this section of the Ozark Mountains connecting the communities of Cass to the east and
Bidville to the north and west that was impassable for vehicular traffic. The improvement of this
trail into a planned, graded vehicular roadway intended for use year-round -- complete with the
necessary drainage culverts and a bridge, as well as its associated picnic area -- was one of the
earliest recorded projects undertaken by the enrollees from this CCC camp.

As both a road improvement and recreation facility constructed by the CCC it represents a
property type associated with the historic context Facilities Constructed by the Civilian
Conservation Corps in Arkansas, 1933-1942. These resources were constructed within this
remote, forested area for the purpose of providing both vehicular access to heretofore
inaccessible sections of the forest and developed recreational facilities for the purpose of
encouraging tourism. As such, the Gray Spring Recreation Area/Forest Service Road #1003
Historic District remains locally significant under Criterion A through its associations with the
contributions to American social history made by the Civilian Conservation Corps and its
associations with the emphasis upon conservation and enjoyment of our natural resources that
was the original mandate of the CCC. It is also significant under Criterion C, firstly by virtue
of Forest Road #1003’s status as a good and intact example of an original CCC rural road
building project that, because of its location on the slope of a mountain, incorporated a variety
of drainage structures in its construction, and secondly by virtue of the associated picnic area’s
buildings and structures being representative examples of the Rustic style of architecture favored
by the CCC throughout the state.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See "Facilities Constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in Arkansas,
1933-1942," Section H.

See continuation sheet.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

X State historic preservation office
Other state agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Other -- Specify Repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: Approximately sixty

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

417060 3948740 B 15 420100 3947460

420080 3946920 D 15 417560 3947000
416490 3947880
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See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description: _  See continuation sheet.

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the western edge of Forest
Service Road #1512 with the southern edge of Forest Service Road #1003,
proceed southerly along a line running perpendicular with the latter road's
southern edge for a distance of approximately 40 feet to its intersection
with a perpendicular line running parallel with the southern edge of Forest
Service Road #1003; thence proceed northwesterly along said line for a
distance of approximately 4,000 feet to its intersection with the southern
edge of the Gray Spring Recreation Area Access Road; thence proceed westerly
along a line running perpendicular to the western edge of Forest Service Road
#1003 for a distance of approximately 75 feet to its intersection with a
perpendicular line running parallel with the western edge of Forest Service
Road #1003; thence proceed northerly along said line for a distance of
approximately 500 feet to its intersection with a line running perpendicular
to the western edge of Forest Service Road #1003; thence proceed easterly
along said line for a distance of approximately 75 feet to its intersection
with a line running parallel with Forest Service Road #1003's western edge;
thence proceed westerly along said line for a distance of approximately 3.6
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miles to its intersection with the eastern edge of Forest Servide Road #1510;
thence proceed northerly along a line running perpendicular to the edge of
Forest Service Road #1003 for a distance of approximately 100 feet to its
intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel with the Forest
Service Road #1003's northern edge; thence proceed easterly along said line
for a distance of approximately 4.7 miles to a point located directly
opposite the intersection of the western edge of Forest Service Road #1512
with the southern edge of Forest Service Road #1003; thence proceed southerly
along a perpendicular line for a distance of approximately 100 feet to the
point of beginning.

Boundary Justification: See continuation sheet.

This boundary includes all the historic resources historically-associated
with the recreation area and the Forest Service Road and a representative
amount of the historically-associated surrounding property.

11. Form Prepared By

Name/Title: Kenneth Story, Architectural Historian

Organization: Arkansas Historic Preservation Program Date: September 3, 1993

Street & Number: 323 Center Street, Suite 1500 Telephone: (501) 324-9880

City or Town: Little Rock State: AR ZIP: 72201
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EVALUATION/RETURN |[SHEET AUG 4 “

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

NAME: ic District NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

PROPERTY Gray Spring Recreation Area—-Fox*ég?mmE&WBlm

MULTIPLE Facilities Constructed by the CCC in Arkansas MPS
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, Franklin

DATE RECEIVED: 12/28/94 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/11/95

DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/27/95 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/11/95

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 94001616

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
N

OTHER: N- BDIL: N PERIOD: PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL:

Z2zZ

COMMENT WAIVE

R:
____ACCEPT \ {éETURN ____REJECT / [q -q’é/DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

The nomination is being returned at this time for the reason(s) cited below:

Federal Agency Certification. The nomination requires the signature of the Federal
Preservation Officer (FPO).

RECOM./CRITERIA<¥iETUQN
REVIEWER "Haou . Lusy

DISCIPLIN »
DATE 1[1a iqs*

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

cor



CLASSTTE ICATTON

____Ccount resource type

WRAL TGENCY CERTTFICATION /
FONCTION P

___historiev :'_;_eurrent

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect -

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

completeness

—_wlanity

appllcable criteria

—__Jjustification of areas checked

~ relating significance to the resource
context

___relationship of integrity to significance
—___justification of exception

—__other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification
ACCOMPAN G il P TION
sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

OTHER COMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

/"Ru\ L\JS\(,’NAA Phone 202 -3%7-/628&

Signed é;;;/2%12z1-—————’ Date _//53-91
2y
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: RESUBMISSION

PROPERTY Gray Spring Recreation Area--Forest Service Road 1003 Histor
NAME : de '‘Digtrict

MULTIPLE Facilities Constructed by the CCC in Arkansas MPS
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, Franklin

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/95 DATE OF PENDING LIST:

DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/18/95
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 94001616

NOMINATOR: STATE

DETAALED EVALUATION: Y

ACCEPT ____RETURN ___ REJECT 4[ //( 75 pate

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

The Gray Spring Recreation Area--Forest Service Road 1003 Historic District is significant
under National Register Criteria A and C, in the areas of Social History and Architecture.
The resources represent excellent local examples of Rustic-style design (buildings and
landscape) and reflect the important work of the Civilian Conservation Corps in Arkansas
during the period 1933-1942.

RECOM. /CRITERIA 4 (“],,f AC

REVIEWER P,,U/ﬂ B DISCIPLINE QZ:MM!M

TELEPHONE 207 .34/3 /422 DATE 7/ /// 79
L [ 4

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/A{see attached SLR Y,@
















































































































Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500019




LOCATION: 5¢C.32-TI2N,R27W.
CONTOUR INTERVALt SFEFT,
SCALE: 1 INCH = 40 FFFT

Gray Spring Recreation Area/Forest Service Road #1003 Historic District (Ozark-St.
Francis National Forest) [Partial Sketch Map; Recreation Area Only]
Cass vic., Franklin County, Arkansas

Approximate Scale: 1" = 40’
Boundary: Y PNy NS R e
Contributing Resources: ©
Non-Contributing Resources: (NO)
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United States Forest Oozark-sSt. Francis P.O. Box 1008 —eeesl Mlacey
Department of Service National Forests Russellville, AR 72811
Agriculture

Reply 3 2360

RECEIVED. 13|

Keeper of the National Register { L, 2 8 @94
C/O Guy Lapsley %
Department of Interior f
National Park Service | INTERAGENCY RES

P.0. Box 3712 OURCES DIvIsioN

NATIONAL P
Washington D.C. 20013-7127 AL PARK SERVICE
Mail stop 413

Dear Keeper;

Enclosed are six (6) National Register of Historic Places Nomination forms for
sites on the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests in Arkansas. These forms were
completed as a part of a Challenge Cost Share Partnership with the Arkansas
State Historic Preservation Program. The AHPP staff completed the inventory
and nomination forms as part of this partnership. The sites include:

Lake Wedington Historic District

Spring Lake Recreation Area Historic District

Gray Spring Recreation Area/Forest Service Road #1003 Historic District

Sugarloaf Fire Tower Historic District

Mirror Lake Historic District

Cove Lake Bathhouse

All of these sites are CCC or WPA built structures under the management of the
Ozark-St. Francis National Forest. If you have any questions regarding these

sites or forms please contact me at (501) 964-7229.

Sincerely;

B s

GARY D. KNUDSEN
Forest Archeologist

enc



