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Town Sout hbridge

Address 35 Dresser Street

Historic Nane E. M Phillips House

WUse: Present residential
Original residential
DESCR PTI ON

Dat e GC3. 1870- 1875

Source atlases, maps, directories
Style [talianate
Ar Chi tect unknown

Exterior Vel | Fabric cl apboards

Qut bui | di ngs none

Myor Alterations (with dates) renoval of
part of attached carriage house with cupol
conversion toliving space (ca. 1900)

Condi tion Gaod

Moved rw Date -yiTo"
Acreage ICSStftoQ CD” aCit>
Setting treelined residential street,

largely |£re-19th century single famly

houses

Recorded by E Wodford, S Ceccacci
ed. S Ceccacci
Organi zation Southbridge Historical Com
m ssion
Date Mav 1986



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA SATBVIENT (if applicable)

The En. Phillips House i ssignificant for itsaissociation uith the C
town's mi d- JAMhcentury real estate development andit s
adaptation of theltalianate tothefamiliar gable-front form I t
meets National Register criteria A andC at thelocal level and
retains integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship,

design, feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on t he

attached assessors nmap ar ethose of current ownership.

GNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate in terns of

ACH TECOTURAL S
other buildings within the coinunity.
This house, built on anL-plan, i ssomewhat unusual for thelocation of itsentrance on the

side adjoining theell, rather than on a facade facing thestreet. Following a pattern often
seen i nCentral Massachusetts Italianate houses, the nmain body of the house i sthree bays
wi de and one room deep. Oher Italianate details seen here arethe broad eaves with frieze
and paired brackets, gabie returns andround arched windows i nt hegables. The house i s
wel | preserved, still retainingitsoriginal window sash andtheshutters, which are an

i mportant decorative feature. IV

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role oveas played in local o gate hisgory ad how the
building relates to the desdgoment of the ogrpunlf'l¥

This section of Dresser Street, known as Vinton Street xn 1870 “was one of thefirst ar eas
to be devel oped south of Main Street andeast of El mStreet. Thefirst houses t obe built
here appeared on t henorth side of thestreet onthe1870atlas. By 1879both sides of the
street had been devel oped as far-as a short distance west of Chapin Street. Mst of the
houses on this section of Dresser Street today date fromthis period of construction. Both
m ddl e and upper-m ddl e incone houses appeared here during this initial development of the

« street. To theeast of thePhillips house aresmall mddle class cottages. To the west

s originally stood thelarger homes of Hiram C and George W Wells of t he American Optical

« Conpany. Both thecottages andthe Wells houses were contenporary tothis house.

The Phillips House was built by E M Phillips, aninsurance agent, who hadhis officei n
the Amm down Bl ock on Main Street. The house was |ater occupied, during thefirst two or
three decades of t he20th century, by Herbert E Wells, sonof Hram C Wells. 1t later
was used ( 1930' s-1940's ) by American Optical Conpany as housing for its enployees.
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American Optical Conpany, housing card file, Jacob Edwards Library
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