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developing a small city fo the south of the mill,

the structure,

The mill was built in 1854. The addition to the north was completed
before 1922, Shortly after 1922 the front shed was added along with a gas
motor for additional power. Tn 1936 the gas motor was taken out and a
hammer mill was installed to grind feed for turkeys and cattle.

Terracor, a land development firm, recently purchased the area and is

The president of the

company is extremely pro-preservation (Terracor's headquarters is located
in a National Register Place)} and has indicated a willingness to preserve
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In September 1849 the first settlers entered Tooele Valley. In their
search for water power sites, a place on Twin SpringsCreek was selecied.
A saw mill was completed by the spring of 1851 and was known as Benson's
Saw Mill. The saw mill was destroyed several years after its construction.

In 1854 a grist mill was built on Twin Springs Creek and located near
the saw mill. The grist mill was built by Thomas Lee who was hired by a
church corporation among whose members included Ezra T. Benson, Benja-
min Crosland and John Rowberry. The mill remained in the hands of the
church corporation until June 1866 when Ezra T. Benson paid Brigham Young
the sum of $3,333,33 for all claim to the grist mill known as Benson's Mill
located on Twin Springs Creek.,

Sometime before January 1878 the grist mill once again returned to the
hands of a church corporation which was headed by Stake President Francis
M, Lyman. In 1900 the Richville Milling Company, with a Mr. Wrathal
as president and Mr, Rowberry as secretary, took over the grist mill. The
Richville Milling Company operated the mill until 1922, when ]. Reuben
Clark Jr. bought the mill, An attempt was made by President Clark to
produce flour to be sold commercially, but the small mill was unable to
compete with the larger grist mills throughout the State. in 1936 a hammer
mill was installed to grind feed for turkeys and dairy cattle which belonged
to the Clark Family. The mill served this funciion until 1960 when it was
abandoned.

The B, T. Benson Mill is of significance for several reasons, 1L is one
of the oldest buildings still standing in Tooele County and in Western Utah,
According to many travelers, it is regarded as the most significant struc-
tural landmark between Salt Lake City and Reno, Nevada. Its successful
operation for more than seventy-five vears indicates its importance to the
area., The economic evolution of the mill represents a similar experience
of other business ventures in early Utah. Initially, in the 1850%'s, it was
built as a church cooperative effort. During the 1860°s it was acquired by
a private individual, and during the 1870's, the heyday of the cooperatlive
movement of the church, the mill was obtained and operated by a church
corporation. By 1900 the mill had retumed to the control of private indivi-
duals. The survival of the mill, while most of the other early Utah grist
mills have been destroyed, has been because of its long-time service to the
area.
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