
Form No. 10-300 REV. (9/77)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
____________TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS______

[NAME
HISTORIC " ,-_,(•» I,-. _-. r

___Bourne Mansion ^ __ __________________________________
AND/OR COMMON ' ~~

LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER

8 Bourne Street
CITY, TOWN

Kennebunk, _
STATE

Maine

HCLASSIFI CATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP

—DISTRICT —PUBLIC
X-BUILDING(S) ^PRIVATE

—STRUCTURE —BOTH

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—OBJECT _ IN PROCESS

—BEING CONSIDERED

VICINITY OF
CODE

023

STATUS
2L.OCCUPIED

—UNOCCUPIED

—WORK IN PROGRESS

ACCESSIBLE
X-YES: RESTRICTED

_YES: UNRESTRICTED

_NO

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

First
COUNTY CODE

.-«, Ydjrk PM.- «>.v- .'--/, ,) 031

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM

—COMMERCIAL —PARK

—EDUCATIONAL .^PRIVATE RESIDENCE

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION

—MILITARY —OTHER:

OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

' ^ainld' Theresa Sylvain
STREET & NUMBER

8 Bourne Street
CITY. TOWN

____Kennebunk, VICINITY OF
STATE

Maine 04043

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. York County Registry of Deeds
STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

Alfred. Maine

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

DATE

FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

^EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED JCORIGINALSITE
_GOOD —RUINS .XALTERED _MOVED DATE. 
_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bourne Mansion of Kennebunk, Maine, built in 1812, is an outstanding and 
well preserved example of the Federal style in a domestic context.

The three-story house is of frame construction, with low hipped roof, four 
internal end chimneys, clapboard siding, and granite foundation.

The five-bay facade, which faces south, features a central entrance. This 
entrance contains classical detail typical of the period, consisting of fan-light 
and side-lights, the latter flanked by delicate Tuscan pilasters. The cornice 
below the fan is denticulated. The second-^story central bay is a Palladian window 
of graceful proportions. Fenestration throughout the house is 6/6, except in the 
third story where it is 3/3.

The other three sides of the house are also five bays wide, save for the west 
which contains four bays in each story.

The east side has a central entrance of modest proportions. This features a 
fan-light below an entablatured lintel, supported by Ionic pilasters.

A third entrance lies in the center of the north wall, covered by a one-story, 
three-bay-wide addition of the late 19th century.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built In 1812 by John Usher Parsons, successful merchant and Massachusetts 
State Senator, the Bourne Mansion is arguably the finest dwelling ever erected in 
Kennebunk and one of the most impressive and well conceived examples of Federal 
architecture in southern Maine. It is traditionally understood that the house 
was based on the plan of a house occupied before her marriage by Mrs. Parsons in 
Newburyport. This latter residence has since been destroyed by fire.

The interior of the house matches the exterior in elegance with a wide hall 
passing the length of the structure front to back and joined in the center by a 
slightly narrower hall leading from the east entrance. Other features include an 
elaborately finished spiral staircase of three flights, an arch embellished niche 
for a tall clock, and an arched ceiling for the side hall.

JJn 1815 the house was sold to Daniel Sewall, Clerk of Courts and Registrar of 
Deeds in York County. It was bequeathed in the latter part of the 19t]r century by 
Mrs. William Sewall to her nephew, Edward E. Bourne, Jr., member of an old Kennebunk 
family prominent over several generations as ship builders, historians, jurists and 
legislators.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE___ LOCAL j£

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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