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STATE 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS ALTERED 2 L M 0 V E D nATF 1 8 5 4 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The General Gideon Foster House i s located on Washington Street near the center 
of Peabody. Moved to i t s present s i t e i n 1854, i t stands not far from i t s o r i ­
g inal location on nearby Main Street. 

The General Gideon Foster House (c.1810) i s a three-story Federal style house 
which remains v i r t u a l l y unaltered since the time of i t s construction. Although 
on a less sophisticated scale, the house reca l l s the d i g n i f i e d Mclntire houses 
b u i l t by merchants i n nearby Salem. The five-bay facade has shuttered windows 
with two over two sash. The central entrance has a shallow enclosed porch with 
sidelights on either side of the door. Side elevations of the main section have 
two windows on each l e v e l . The house i s covered with clapboards painted white 
and i s topped with a hip roof. 

A rear e l l extends to the west and i s three bays deep. A side entrance on the 
south elevation of the e l l has a bracketed overhang of the mid-nineteenth century. 

On the i n t e r i o r of the house i s a central h a l l and stairway. There i s also a 
rear stairway which leads to the e l l . The plan i s t y p i c a l of the Federal 
period. There are three fireplaces and mantels i n the house, the one i n the 
l i b r a r y being of the Mclntire type. The house also features Mclntire-inspired 
wood cornices. 

In the f r o n t the house opens d i r e c t l y onto a brick sidewalk and to the rear the 
l o t i s terraced. 
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The General Gideon Foster House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the home o f a Revolutionary War 
hero and as an important Federal p e r i o d b u i l d i n g i n c e n t r a l Peabody. 

The house was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t on Main S t r e e t between L i t t l e s Lane and Park S t r e e t , 
l a t e r the s i t e o f the Sutton Estate. The land f o r the house was sold on August 9, 
1808 by W i l l i a m W. L i t t l e t o John Saunders, a merchant. Around 1810 Saunders 
b u i l t h i s house on the four-acre l o t . 

I n 1815 the house was bought by General Gideon Foster who had e a r l i e r achieved fame 
i n the Revolutionary War. Foster had commanded a company of Minutemen from Peabody 
a t the B a t t l e of Lexington, and he had also served i n Colonel Mansfield's regiment 
i n the siege of Boston. At the B a t t l e o f Bunker H i l l , Foster's company supplied 
ammunition. For h i s c o n t i n u i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the p a t r i o t s ' cause, he was pro­
moted t o Colonel i n 1792, B r i g a d i e r General i n 1796, and i n 1801 he was elected 
Major General by the State L e g i s l a t u r e . 

General Gideon Foster was born i n Peabody i n 1749 and throughout h i s l i f e played an 
a c t i v e r o l e i n town l i f e . He was one of the most i n f l u e n t i a l c i t i z e n s i n the town 
and held a number of p u b l i c o f f i c e s such as town c l e r k and Representative t o the 
General Court. He operated bark, g r i s t and chocolate m i l l s i n Peabody and the 
machinery of h i s m i l l s was of h i s own planning and c o n s t r u c t i o n . Foster died a t 
near l y 97 years of age and he was b u r i e d w i t h h i g h m i l i t a r y and c i v i c honors w i t h a 
eulogy d e l i v e r e d by the Honorable Daniel P. King, a State Senator and Congressman 
from Peabody. 

I n 18?1 the house on Main S t r e e t was sold t o Eben Sutton, a prominent wool manufac­
t u r e r . Twenty-three years l a t e r Sutton sold the house t o F r a n k l i n M e r r i l l w i t h t l i e 
s t i p u l a t i o n t h a t i t be moved o f f the Main S t r e e t l o t . M e r r i l l acquired land on 
Washington S t r e e t i n 1854 and moved the General Gideon Foster House t o i t s present 
s i t e . 

The house remained i n the M e r r i l l f a m i l y u n t i l 1916 when i t was sold t o the Pea­
body H i s t o r i c a l Society. I n recent years the house has been completely renovated 
and r e s t o r e d f o l l o w i n g years of neglect. Today i t serves as the home of the His­
t o r i c a l Society and houses c o l l e c t i o n s o f e a r l y p o t t e r y , an e a r l y F i r e Department 
e x h i b i t , a c h a i r belonging t o the f i r s t m i n i s t e r of Peabody, a la r g e l i b r a r y o f r a r e 
books and newspapers, and numerous other h i s t o r i c a l treasures of Peabody i n c l u d i n g 
Revolutionary War items. 
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EsEex County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Icm. Mchael J. Harrington 

cc: Regional Director, 
North Atlantic Region 

PR:MMott:cam:7/1/76 

State Historic Preservstlmi Officer 
Mrs. Elisabeth R. Aiaadon 
Executive Director, Ifaissachueette 

Historical CoimLsslon 
29A Washington Street 
Boston, Hasaachvffietts 02108 

INT: 2950-75 



WASO-166 
(Augus t 1971) 

U. S. D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
N A T I O N A L PARK S E R V I C E 

TELEPHONE REPORT 

/ I 

TIME OF C A L L 
AM 

CALL TO-, [ y FROM (Narrte) 

T N o i . 

2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. il needed) 

3. S U B J E C T . P R O J E C T NOt. E T C . 

4. D E T A I L S OF DISCUSSION 

N A M E O F PERSON P L A Cl N G/R E C El V I N G C A L L 

GPO 897-848 



RECEIVED 
JUL 2 7 1976 

1^1^. mm., rnvm. 

D. 32,440 . y . y ; ' . ' .V 

'-"^yc ' •: y:"Z iiem^: 

. f • > . ' • - 4 • • • > ' t ' l ' - C t . c i ; - . - . -

'(Continued From Page One) 
,- p e r v e d i n C o l o n e l 

Mansfield's regiment in the 
; siege of Boston. At the Bat-
. lie of Bunker Hill, Foster's 
. company supplied ammuni­

tion. For his continuing con­
tributions to the patriots' 

' cause, he was promoted to 
colonel in 1792, brigadier 
general in 1793 and in 1801 he 
was elected major general 
by the state legislature. 

Gen. Gideon Foster was 
born in Peabody in 1749 and 
throughout his life played an 

, active role in town life. He 
I was one of the most influen-
. tial citizens in the town and 

held a number of public of-
' fices such, as Town Clerk. 
\ and Representative to the 
\ General Court. . 

He operated bark, grist 
and chocolate mills in 
Peabody and the machinery 
of his mills was of his own 
planning and constructing. 
General Foster died in 1S46 
after nearly a century of ac­
tive participation in the af-
f t u s and evonls of his t;rr,e. 
He was buried with hi-h 
military and ciwc honors 
with an eulogy delivered by 
the Honorable Daniel P. 
King, a state ssnator and 
c o n g r e s s m a n f r o m 
Peabody. 

In 1£31 the house on }ilain 
Street̂ was sold to Eben Sut­
ton, a prominent wool 
manufacturer. Sutton sold 
the house 23 years later to 
Franklin J.Terrill with the 
stipulation that it be moved 
off the lifain Street lot. Mer­
r i l l acquired land on 
Washington Street in 1£54' 
and moved the house to its 

• present location. 
The house remained in the 

, mtrr i l l family until iSlS 
v.!i2n it wi.s sold to the 
Peaf^dy Kijlorical Sr.clety. 

y ' 



PEABODY - The General Gideon 
Fost. headquarters oi mc 
Penbody Historical Society, has been 
accepted for inclusion in Die NaUonal i 
Ret̂ islor of Historic Places, 

The announcement came this weel< 
from Secretary of State Paul Guzzi 
who is chairman of the IvIiTî StifcTiu-
setts Historical Commission. • • ' 
: The' three-story Federal style 
house, now located on Washington 
Street, was the home of the Peabody 
Revolutionary War patriot who led a 
company of Tanner City minutemen, 
to fight in the Battle of Lexington. 

••• • Ziy^ffpy y • - ' 
• cialtoursv-''^^'' ' 

In (he past two years, the newly 
active society has completely reno­
vated and" restored Ihe liousc wliich 
had suffered from years of ner'lect. 
The building • houses collectifnis of 

: early poetry,- an early J''ire Dep.'irt-
mont exhibit, A.'̂ a Bushby oils, a 

. chair belonging to the first" minister 
of Peabody, a largo iibrnry of rnre 

• books and newspapers and numerous 
historical treasures including many 

' Revolutionary War items. 
Land for the house was sold on 

• Aug.,9, laoa by William W. Little lo 

in.l749 and Ihrouî houi iiis life player! 
an imporlntit role in town ('.ffairs. He 
was one of Pctibody's most inlluen-
tial citizens and held a miinber of 
town offices such as town clerk and 
representative lo the f;oncra! eniirt. 
For many yf;irs, he operated bark, 
nrist and chocolate mills in the down­
town area and v.'as !-esponsil.Mo for 
both planning and con-slruction of llv 
mills. 

Designed in the mode of Salcmf | i ; John Saunders, a merchant. Around 
Architect Samuel Mclntire, thewhitc ,'-1010, Saunders built a house on tiie 
clnplx)ard house was originally built /'-, four acre plot, 
on Main Street between Littles Lanĉ -, '' "̂ '̂ "̂  building was bought by Gen, 
and Park'Street, It was moved to Its ••'.'•Foster in 1315, and remained bis 

After almost a century of activ 
life, he died in llMd and v/as buricv 
with high military and civic lionoi-s 
with a eulogy delivered by the 1!'^'. 
Daniel P. King, a slate senator IM^; 
congrqssmtm from I'eabody. 

present location in ISfi'l. " ' ; 
Naming of the site to tlie National ' 

Register makes it eligible for certain 
renovation funds and also protects 
the house'against destruction stem­
ming from a federal project, •' 

Tlie house and the. historlcar- so-
ciely v.'hich occupies it-arc run as a 
non-profit organization by a private 
group of local history buffs who meet 
Tuesday nights at , the •house. New -
members and interested persons arc 
always welcome at the Tuesday ses­
sions. 

Besides the meeting-work .sessions, 
e house is opened lo tlie pulibc 
•iodlcally for open houses and .spc: 

home until it was sold to Eben Sutton, 
a prominent wool manufacturer In 
1831. 

In addition to his outstanding ser­
vice at the Ballle of Lexington, Ihe 
home's most famous resident partici­
pated in the siege of Boston as part of 
Col. Mansfield's regiment. At the 
I>attlo of Bunker Hill, it was a eom-
ptniy led by Foste>- which supplied 
inuch-noeded ammunition. 

In reward for his efforts during the 
Revolution, Foster was promoted to 
colonel in 1792, brigadier general In 
V?% .';nd in IfiOl he was elected inajoi-
genc!-nl by the stale legislature. 

The general was b-n-n in Peabody 

The Foster House remained hi ibc 
Sutton ftimily for Z.l years unti' 
when Franklin Merrill bought il . • i : " ' 
promised to jnove it off its M.;i'-i 
Streol lot. Merrill acquii-ed lanci o", 
Washington Street where the hou ;•• 
has been ever since!" 

The historical society bought I ' ' ; ; 
house in 101('> from the Merrill fanv'y. 
The house's five-bny facade h.'̂ s s.'r'f-
tered v/indews wiih. tv/o over tv.o 
sash, The central eiitrimee has .-' 
shallow, enclf.'sed porch v/ilh sic'e-
lighls on cither sk'e oi' I he door. 

PiTsident of Ihe Iiistorii-al soci- ly 
is Noil Corning, who h;'.s led efforts 'c 
renovate the house. 
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