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The General G deon Foster House i slocated on Washington Street near the center
of Peabody. Moved t oitspresent site i n1854, i t stands not far from itsori-
ginal locationonnearby Main Street.

The Ceneral G deon Foster House (c.1810) i sa three-story Federal style house
which remains virtually unaltered since thetime of itsconstruction. Although
on a less sophisticated scale, thehouse recalls thedignified Mclntire houses
built by merchants i nnearby Salem The five-bay facade has shuttered w ndows
with twoover twosash. The central entrance has a shallow enclosed porch with
sidelights oneither side of thedoor. Side elevations of themain section have
two wi ndows on each level. The house i scovered with clapboards painted white
and i stopped with ahip roof.

Arear el | extends t othewest andi sthree bays deep. A side entrance on t he
south elevation of theel | has a bracketed overhang of t hem d-nineteenth century.

h theinterior of thehouse i sa central hall and stairway. There i salso a
rear stairway which leads totheell. Theplan i stypical of t he Federal
period. There arethree fireplaces andmantels i nthehouse, theonei n the
library being of theMclntire type. The house also featuresMclntire-inspired
wood cornices.

In thefront thehouse opens directly onto a brick sidewalk andt othereart he
lot i sterraced.
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STATEMENT OF S| GN Fl CANCE

The General G deon Foster House i ssignificant as t hehone of a Revolutionary War
hero and as an important Federal period building i ncentral Peabody.

The house was originally built on Main Street between Littles Lane and Park Street,
| ater thesite of theSutton Estate. The land for t hehouse was sold on August 9,
1808 by WilliamW Little t oJohn Saunders, a merchant. Around 1810 Saunders
built his house on thefour-acrelot.

In 1815t hehouse was bought by General G deon Foster who had earlier achieved fane
in theRevolutionary War. Foster had commanded a conpany of M nutemen from Peabody
at theBattle of Lexington, and he had also served i nColonel Mansfield' s regiment
in thesiege of Boston. At theBattle of Bunker Hill, Foster's conpany supplied
ammunition. For his continuing contributionstothepatriots' cause, he was pro-
moted t o Colonel i n1792, Brigadier General i n1796, and i n1801 he was el ected

Maj or General by t heState Legislature.

General Gideon Foster was born i nPeabody i n1749 and throughout his [ife played an
active role i ntown life. He was one of the most influential citizens i nthetown
and held a number of public offices such as town clerk and Representative to the
General Court. He operated bark, grist and chocolate mills i nPeabody and t he

machinery of his mills was of his own planning and construction. Foster died at
nearly 97 years of age and he was buried with high military and civic honors with a
eulogy delivered by t heHonorable Daniel P. King, a State Senator and Congressnman
from Peabody.

In 18?1t hehouse on Main Street was sold t o Eben Sutton, a prom nent wool manufac-
turer. Twenty-three years later Sutton sold thehouse t o FranklinMerrill with tlie
stipulation that i tbe moved of f theMain Street lot. Merrill acquired land on
Washi ngton Street i n 1854 and noved t he General G deon Foster House toits present
site.

The house remained i ntheMerrill family until 1916 when i twas sold t ot he Pea-
body Historical Society. | nrecent years thehouse has been completely renovated
and restored following years of neglect. Today i tserves as thehone of the His-
torical Society and houses collections of early pottery, an early Fire Department
exhibit, a chair belonging tothefirst minister of Peabody, a large library of rare
books and newspapers, and nunerous other historical treasures of Peabody including
Revol utionary VWar items.
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- perved in Colonel

Mansfield's regiment in the
; dege of Boston. At the Bat-
. lie of Bunker Hill, Foster's
. company supplied ammuni-
tion. For his continuing con-
tributions to the patriots
' cause, he was promoted to
colond in 1792 brigadier
general in 178 and in 1801 he
wes elected major general
by the statelegislature.

b Gen. Ig;elgl;.ggy Foster Wag
orn in in 1749 an
throughout hislifeplayed an
, active role in town life. He
| was one of the most influen-
. tial citizens in the town and
held a number of public of-
' fices such, as Town Clerk.
\ and Representative to the
\ Genera Court.
He operated bark, grist
and chocolate mills in
and the machinery
of his mills was of his own
planning and constructing.
General Foster died in 156
after nearly acentury of ac-
tive participation in the &f-
ftu sand evonls of hist;rr,e.
He was buried with hi-h
military and ciwc honors
with an eul delivered by
the Honorable Daniel P.
King, a state ssnator and
congressman from

In 1£31 the house on }ilain
Street™was sold to Eben Sut-
ton, a prominent wool
manufacturer. Sutton sold
the house 23 years later to
Franklin JTerrill with the
stipulation that it be moved
off the lifain Street lot. Mer-
rill acquired land on
Washington Street in 1£54'
and moved the house to its

 present location.

The houseremained in the
mtrrill family until SIS
v.lizn it wi.s sold to the
Peaf~dy Kijlorical Sr.clety.
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FOELEABODY - The Gengrd Gideon .+ cjaltoursv-""" *
__headquarters o mc In (he pest two years, the neanly

Pebody Historical Sooety, hesbem  ative sodiety hes completely reno-
aooepted for indusion in Die NalJondl | ygted and” restored Ihe liousc wiiich
Retidor of Higtoric Mlaoces, hed suffered from years of nerlect.
from Seaciy o Seto Pal o
rom Secretary e . earl - an early Jire Depirt-
who is chairmen o the MTYSICTU  rmors oehibit, Are Lﬂg, ol &
setts Historicd Commisson. « «'  chair belongin% to the fird" minister
. The' threedoy Feded gyle o Pegbody, a largo iibrmry of rmre
Stret, wes the home o the Peebody  historical treasures induding many
Revoluti Wa pat_notwkoleda ' Rwduﬂonafy Wa itams
compary of Temner City minutemen, | and for the house wes sold on
to fight in the Battle df Lexington. . AU(h;.,Q laoa by William W. Little lo

Dedgned in the mode o Sdcomif|i; Joh Sandas a merchant. Around
Architect Samud Mclntire, thewhitc ,-1010, Saundars built a house on tiie
cnplx)ard house wes originaly built /- four acre plat,
on Main Street bawean Littles Lanc™, " "™ building wes bought by Gen,
and Park'Street, 1t was moved to Its e¢''sFoder in ]2']% ad remaned his
presant location in 1Sfi'l. "'+ home until it was 30d to Bben Sutton,

Naming of the dte to tlie Nationd *

Regider makesit digible for certain
renovatiion funds axd dso protects
the housgagaing dedtruction gem-
ming from a federa project, o
Tlie house ad the higtorlcar- o
ciedy v.’hich occupies it-arc run as a
non-profit organization by a private
%rapdl higtory buffs who meet

members ad interested persons ac
aways wdoome at the Tuestlay =5
gons.
Beddes the megingrwork .sessons,
e hous is
siodicdly for gpen housssand 9

nights a, the shouse New -

lo tlie pulibc

a ?ominent wod manufacturer In

In addition to his outstanding ser-
vice & the Ballle of Lexington, Ihe
homes mods famous resdant partici-
pated in the Sege of Bodon as part o
Cd. Mandidds regment. At the
I>atlo of Bunker Hill, it wes a eom-
piny led by Fode> which supplied
Inuch-noeded ammunition.

In reward for hisefforts during the
Revolution, Foder was promoted to
colond in 172, brigadier gengd In
V2% .nd inlfiOl he wes dected ingjoi-
gad-n by thesdelegidature.

The gengd wes b in Pesbody

inl749 and Ihroui™houi iiis life player!
an imporIntit rdle intown (ffairs. He
weas ae d Pdibody's mod inlluen-
tia dtizens axdd hdd a miinber of
toawn officessudh as town clerk and

The building * houges collectifnis  of representetive |o the f,oncrd eniirt.

For many yfirs, he opaated bark,
nrig ad chocolate mills in the down-
town aea ad vies ! ilMo for
bqﬁwplmringardmslmdimd v
mills.

After dmod a century o activ
life, he died in IIMd ad Vv/as buricv
with high miligaeriy ad dvic liona-s
with aed Ivered by the 11"V
Danid P. King, a date sengtor IM™,
congrgssmim from ['egbodly.

The Foger House remaned hi ibc
Qutton ftimily for Z| years unti'
when Franklin Merrill bought il ;"
promisd to jnove it Off its M.
Sred lot. Merrill aoquii-ed land d',
Washingion Stirest where the hou =
hes bemn ever Soa™

The higtorical sod bought 1'';;
house in 1016 from the Merrill fanv'y.
The housssfivebny facade h's s'r'f-
tared vindews wiih. tv/o over tv.o
saeh, The centrd  ditrimee hes -
ddlow, edf'sed porch viilh dce
lighlsn cither ke d’ | he door.

ATSdet o lhe liigtorii-d sod- ly
isNoail Coming, wo h'sled efforts 'c
renovate the housa

G GHed

oo yy_ Z

zZyy-r-y- e xZS" y

.
-

i -z

-l 2t e<

VINi-zvz

e Mdco






ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.* AA'ANIAANIAN S ANNNNN

architecOii Jbuilder: )
engineer:

landscapt/garden  designer; artist/irtisan:

interior decorator: )
builder/contractor;

ETHNIC GROUP;

NAMES; personal jl/k,AN..A N xfArwA
(label role
&
appropriate date)
events
institutional

DATES: DATE - CNSTR.CTT ON (Specific date or /4 of century):
DATE(S) OF "MAIAR ALTERATI ONS
H STCR CALLY SI GN FI CANT DATH S):

SOURCE: (¢ noMNaTI O PRVATE  ( STATE LOoAL G'T  MNQAPAL  GANTY
OHR FECEPAL ACENDY:
ACREAGE ."(to nearest tenth of anacre) , ~*

COMI MENTS; (include architectural information here)

hrom, ckpbociAdim, S‘toncs, L-swcLrcLd -KmpifL r<!rA™  -jjurit CHAIU.. itLpMA,  K/IMyaurMJL \)Ju:MoSxiA|l

SGNIFICANCE: (maximuin two sentences) / 11 A M FYUMMKACIN



