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The twenty-three story Philtower office building is located 
in the center of Tulsa's downtown business district. Vert­ 
ically organized into setbacks, the central portion of the 
tower terminates in a highly visible polychromed tiled hipped 
roof topped with a lantern. Bands of cream colored terra 
cotta Gothic ornamentation at each setback contrast strongly 
with the brown brick of the towers and further emphasize the 
Art Deco inspired stepped facade. The fenestration pattern 
is primarily paired windows stacked in vertical bays with the 
exception of the ground levels which carry contemporary 
Chicago type windows.' The Boston Avenue main entrance con­ 
sists of a twenty-five feet high tunnel vault flanked by gar­ 
goyles and trimmed with interlocking tracery.

The entrance lobby reinforces the Gothic ornamentation with a 
series of fan vaults which spring from brackets along in­ 
terior walls. Floors, walls and ceiling are travertine marble 
Large brass lanterns echoing the structure of the building's 
stepped facade hang from each boss.

Gothic ornamentation is carried throughout the rest of the 
building in newel posts, ballustrades, doorway moldings and 
light fixtures. Monogrammed ("WP") brass elevator doors and 
doorknobs remain. Halls throughout the building are marble 
wainscotted. The ground floor arcade accomodates specialty 
shops. The substantially unaltered Philtower is excellently 
maintained . The installation of air conditioning equipment 
(1938) and automatic elevators (1957) represent the only sig­ 
nificant alterations.
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT
Keen and Simpson in collabora­ 
tion with Edward Buehler Delk

Tulsa's second cathedral of commerce was built in 1928 by 
Waite Phillips, financier and philanthropist. Designed 
by Kansas City architects Keen and Simpson in collaboration 
with Edward Buehler Delk, it represented the growth and 
development of the Tulsa based oil industry. Though his­ 
torically conservative in design, it is significant for its 
enthusiasm and it opened the door for bolder design, par­ 
ticularly Art Deco. This Tulsa landmark with its colorful 
roof and ornate lobby has remained remarkably intact and is 
still a prestigious downtown office location.

Phillip's offices occupied the entire twenty-first floor 
and were his primary office space from the time of con­ 
struction until he donated the building to the Boy Scouts 
of America in 1941. The other Tulsa structure prominently 
associated with Phillips is his house, Philbrook, at 2727 
S. Rockford, designed by Edward Buehler Delk (entered in 
National Register of Historic Places, 1 December 1978).
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Lot 4, Block 137, Original Townsite
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PfcqPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE ^ / LOCAL___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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