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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kivette House is located in Tazewell, the county seat. Built 
from limestone around 1800, the Kivette home has been altered some­ 
what over the years.

Originally a four-room house of Federal style, a frame addition 
was added to the back prior to 1885. Constructed as a bedroom, 
today the back section contains the kitchen. Another addition is 
the front porch, having been added by Jim Kivette after World War I. 
The house is covered by a standing seam tin roof.

The downstairs rooms retain their original dimensions. However, 
the stair location was changed so that today the stairs face the 
front door whereas originally they were located in the back of the 
house. Also, upstairs one of the original bedrooms has been portion­ 
ed to form two bedrooms. Much of the original woodwork remains, 
and the two-foot thick walls keep the house warm in winter and cool 
in the summer.

The grounds are well kept with several large maple and oak trees 
in the front and side yards. A three-foot high limestone wall runs 
in front of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kivette House is significant in several respects. It is the 
oldest home in Tazewell and was one of only a few structures to sur­ 
vive a disastrous fire in 1862. Also, it was built by William 
Graham, one of the founders of Tazewell.

William Graham was born in Ireland, and is buried in the Irish 
Cemetery almost directly behind the Kivette home. Graham was 
Tazewell T s first merchant and thus helped make Tazewell an early 
trading center of the area. He was also a builder and helped erect 
the first church in Tazewell in 1815. He was responsible for build­ 
ing the Parkey House, a National Register property located a few 
blocks from the Kivette House.

The Kivette House saw the fire which claimed many of Tazewell T s * 
first buildings. Confederate soldiers were occupying the town in 
November of 1862, when the fire broke out. Although the Confederates 
have been accused of starting the fire--Claiborne County was for the 
most part sympathetic to the North--it has never been substantiated.

James Kivette acquired the home at the turn of the century from 
William Yoakum. Kivette was a lawyer and coal mine operator. A 
daughter, Louis Kivette Redman, published several books.

Jim Kivette T s son, J. Kyle Kivette, inherited the home from his 
father. J. K. Kivette was Claiborne County T s judge for several years 
Presently the house is occupied by his widow and their son.

The Kivette House remains as one of the fine examples of early 
Federal style architecture in stone in the area.



Citizen Tribune, Morristown, Tennessee, April 1M-, 1968, "Tazewell
Becomes Town in 1801; Area Settled in 1783." 

Interview with Mrs. Inez Kivette.
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