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Located close to the center of Montrose, the old Montrose Railroad Depot is an 
architectural bright spot in the downtown district. The Depot is a Mission Style 
Architecture that features arched arcades on three sides.

The one story building approaches being a rectangle in plan, but it's slightly irregular. 
As a Depot the building has two front facades depending on whether you arrive by car or 
by train. The east facade (street side) has 9 bays and the west facade (track side) has 
11 bays. The south and north sides have 1 and 3 bays respectively.

The foundation of the building and the arched arcade walls is concrete which continues 
into concrete stemwalls appearing as a wainscot to a height of about 48 inches above 
ground. The walls above the wainscot are wood frame construction covered with metal 
lath and rough concrete stucco. The walls of the east and west facades feature both 
stepped and curvilinear parapets capped with a brick string course. There is no basement,

All windows have flat openings and are either non-opening single sash or double-hung 
two sash units. On the main floor windows, the top of the concrete wainscot serves as 
a sill. On the second floor there are half-round windows within the curvilinear parapets 
on both the east and west facades. The other second floor windows are eyebrow type.

The single leaf doors have three recessed panels with flat openings like the windows. 
The doors have flush light side panels and flush light mullion transom panels.

The Depot has two single stack chimneys offset to the left and right of center pertruding 
at the gable of the terra cotta colored tile roof.

The interior of'the Depot has in the past few years been converted into a museum by the 
Montrose County Historical Society. The musuem in turn rents a portion of the Depot to 
the Continental Trailways'Bus System to help meet expenses.

The grounds have changed since the days that there was a spur track south of the Depot. 
That area is now a parking lot and the west and north sides of the half acre grounds 
are now protected by a chain link fence. The railroad tracks west of the Depot still 
remain in service.
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The Denver and R±o Grande Depot is significant as a distinctive example of the type 
and method of construction utilized by the railroad and represents the artistic values 
of the Mission Style of architecture.

The arcades on the east, west and south facades, the tile roof, and the curvilinear 
parapets on the Denver and Rio Grande Depot are prominent features of the Mission 
Style. Also characteristic of the style are the stucco finish and the string course 
of brick on top of the parapet walls. The Mission Style was particularly well adapted 
for use by the railroads as the broad, covered arcades provided protection from the 
elements, while allowing passengers to board the train rapidly. i

The Depot is also significant for its association with transportation and the develop­ 
ment and settlement of Montrose and the San Juan region of Colorado.

Montrose was just a pioneer settlement when reached by the Denver and Rio Grande in 
1882. The arrival of the Railway played an important role in the City's future 
development. George A. Crofutt, Crof utt * s Grip-Sack Gu ide of Colorado , notes that 
Montrose "is the .most . important station west of Gunnison City, .on the line of the 
Denver and Rio Grande Railway, being the outfitting point for Ouray, Red Mountain, 
Silverton, Tellurfde, San Miguel, and the numberless mining camps in Ouray and San Miguel 
counties to the southward from 30 to 60 miles. "2

The Montrose County Historical Society's Museum at the Depot today retains many exhibits 
and memorabilia of the history of the region that the railroad had opened up and helped 
to settle. The same arched arcades that protected the railroad's passengers and baggage 
are still doing their job for Continental Trailway*s passengers today.

1. The Four Corners Regional Commission Historical Survey of Montrose 
April 24, 1981 
Denver and Rio Grande Depot

2. George A. Crofutt
Crofutt f s Grip-Sack Guide of Colorado, (Volume II, 1885; reprint 
edition Boulder, Colorado, Johnson Publishing Company, 1966) p. 120
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Commencing at the intersection of the centerline of North First $treet an(j the centerline 
of Selig Avenue; thence S 48 -30* W, along said centerline of North First Street, 148.29 feet 
to a point on the centerline of Rio Grande Avenue; thence S 26 -27 f E, along said centerline 
of Rio Grande Avenue, 88.18 feet; thence S 63 -33 f W, 22.50 feet to a point in Railroad 
Company's easterly right of way line, said point being the True Point of Beginning, thence 
S 26 -27 f E, along said easterly right of way line, 250.27 feet to a point on the northerly 
right of way line of Kain Street; thence S 48 -30* W, along said northerly right of way line 
of Main Street, 88.65 feet to a point which lies 20.00 feet easterly (as measured perpendi­ 
cularly) from the centerline of Railroad Company's Mainline Track of its Montrose Branch; 
thence N 26 -27* W, parallel with and 20.00 feet perpendicularly distant from said Mainline 
Track 273.29 feet; thence N 63 -33* E, 85.61 feet to the true point of beginning, containing 
0.503 acres, more or less.


