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1 . Name of Property 
historic name Thomas Bray Farm ( p r e f e r r e d ) 
other names/site number Hea the r H a l l 

2. Location 
N/IA I "o* fo'^ publication street & number 280 Wei r Road 
N|/AI vicinity city, town Yarmouth 

State Massachuset ts code 025 county Barnstable code 001 zlpcoden?(S7S 

3. Classif ication 
Ownership of Property 
[x~| private 
I I public-local • ' 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
[ x l building(s) 
I I district -
• site -'"-r 
I I structure • •' 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

• i f ; 

Contributing 
] 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Noncontributing 
n buildings 

sites 
structures 
objects 

n Total 
11- Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register Q 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the p r̂oeerty meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official ^ Clete ' 

E x e c u t i v f i D i r e r r n r , M a s s a r h i i s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l CommiGoion 
State or Federal agency and bureau g t a t e H i s t o r i c . P r e s P r v p t i n n n f f i . . . 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nationai PzrV. Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, heret»^, certify that this property is: 

rtrentered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet, 

undetermined eligible for the National 
Register. Q See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. > 

I I removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use Thomas Bray Farm, Yarmoutti, Massachusetts 

Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/single dwelling Dĉ mest i r / s i ngl P dwelling 
Agriculture/fie Ids 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification ^ , , . Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from Instructions) . ' 

• • fntindatinn Stone-granite 
Colonial/New England ^̂aUg Wood-shingle 
Colonial/Georgian 

rnof Asphalt 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. . 

The Thomas Bray Farm, Yarmouth, consists of a 10.3 acre parcel located along 
the north side of Weir Road, an 18th-century roadway, approximately one mile 
southeast of the Northside Historic District at Yarmouth Village. From Weir • 
Road, the farm extends northward to Mill Pond, along low-lying, level, sandy 
land that includes 18th or 19th century fieldstone walls, and historic 
orchards of apple, pear, peach, and plum trees. To the west of the farm, at 
the headwaters of the Bass River drainage, are located cranberry bogs. 
Alongside these bogs runs Hamblins Brook which empties into Mill Pond. To the 
east, suburban residential use along Weir Road includes regionally 
representative 18th-century farmhouses. To the south of Weir Road lie the 
rougher, wooded lands of Cape Cod's central moraine belt. The dwelling house 
site is located south of a natural freshwater spring, and is sheltered by high 
grounds on all sides, features that made it an attractive location for the 
town's early inhabitants. 

At the core of the farm are the 18th-century dwelling house, built ca. 1720, 
and its early 20th-century additions. These are all located between 40 and 
100 feet from Weir Road. The south-facing, wood-frame dwelling consists of 
the core structure, 24 feet across by 30 feet deep, and attached rear kitchen 
(16x12 feet) and garage (18x19 feet) additions. The original, 
one-story-and-garret structure has a 9x10 foot basement, and rests on a 
granite block foundation. The exterior siding is white cedar shingle, which ' 

" replaced earlier white cedar shingles in the 1920s. The steeply-pitched, 
side-gable roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles, which replaced white cedar 
shingles ca. 1926. The brick chimney stack pierces the axis of the roof ridge 
approximately 6 feet from the west-facing gable. 
The south-facing, main facade consists of three irregularly spaced bays, the 
easternmost being the primary entry, and the remaining two consisting of 
window openings of 9/6 sash. The primary entry is marked by a raised-panel 
door topped by a transom with five rectangular lights, and flanked by flat 
pilaster mouldings on the entry surround. The east gable-end facade has five 
window openings: two irregularly spaced, first-floor windows of 9/6 sash; a 
pair of regularly spaced garret windows, also of 9/6 sash, and a small, 
central, six-paned window in the peak of the gable. The west gable-end facade 
has four openings: two regularly spaced, first-floor windows, and two 
regularly spaced garret windows, all of 9/6 sash. The north-facing, rear 
elevation has been partially obscured by the kitchen addition, but retains two 
exterior windows, one on each side of the addition, also of 9/6 sash. 

F I See continuation sheet 
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The rear kitchen addition of 1922 is a one-story, cedar-shingled, gable-roofed 
structure with a raised-panel door and 6/6 sash window on i t s west elevation, 
and two 6/6 sash windows on i t s east elevation. The kitchen is connected to 
the garage by a small, f l a t roofed woodshed with a single, six-paned window on 
i t s east elevation. The garage was bu i l t in 1925 from timbers salvaged from 
an earl ier barn on the property. I t is a one-story, end-gable, cedar-shingled 
structure with a roof ridge running parallel to that of the core structure of 
the house. The western facade consists of paired accordian garage doors, 
while the east elevation contains a single, six-paned window, and a small, 
leanto woodshed. To the north elevation of the garage are attached a small, 
tarpaper covered shed, and a cedar-shingled privy, apparently dating from the 
1925 garage construction phase. 

The building plan of the 18th-century core of the Thomas Bray house is that of 
a three-bay, two-room-deep structure, h istor ical ly known as a Cape Cod house, 
and currently termed a half cape. A notable feature of the plan is the 
location of the chimney stack between the two large, two-bay-wide, front and 
rear rooms, out of alignment with the main entry bay. Although the most 
typical surviving plans of this house form on Cape Code reputedly combine 
chimney stack and entry lobby in an end bay» in the Bray House, and apparently 
in many other Yarmouth examples, the lobby bay consists of a narrow range of 
rooms and staircase that extend back from the entry. The garret f loor plan 
includes two front rooms and a larger back room, and a storage area under the 
front eave. The inter ior rooms retain original raised paneling, doors, and 
hardware, and the fireplaces have their original cranes and andirons. 

Subsequent modern modifications of the histor ic dwelling structure have been 
few, and include drywall ceilings in two of the rooms of the original 
structure, and the addition of storm windows to protect the original sash. 

In addition to the main dwelling complex, a number of outbuildings also 
survive on the farm. These include a tractor shed, tool shed, and well 
house-root cel lar , a l l located to the west of the main structure, and a duck 
blind shed situated approximately 400 feet to the north on the shore of Mil l 
Pond. All date from 1922 to 1926, and were constructed from wood salvaged 
from an earl ier barn which stood west of the main dwelling structure. 

cont inued 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, i t is 
highly l ike ly that sites are present. Five sites have been recorded in the 
general area (within one mile) and past owners reportedly collected art i facts 
to the rear of the house. The physical characteristics of the property, both 
high and low sheltered and well-drained land adjacent to Mil l Pond and 
associated wetlands, yet close to the coast, as well as the presence of a 
spring on the property, would have made this an attractive area for native 
settlement and subsistence ac t iv i t ies . Given the size of the parcel (10.3 
acres) and l imited amount of historical development, i t is highly probable 
that sites are present. 

There is also a high potential for signif icant historical archaeological 
remains on the property. Controlled testing and excavation may determine 
whether any outbuildings or agricultural-related structures survive from the 
farm's long period of use from at least the 18th century to the present. 
Testing may also resolve whether evidence exists that could date the farm to 
the 17th century. Occupation-related features (trash p i t s , pr iv ies, wells) 
are l ike ly around the farmhouse or barn (which is no longer standing). 



8. Statentent of Significance'̂ '̂ ""^^^ ^̂ ^̂ y t'arm, Yarmouth, Massachusetts 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally I I statewide lx~l locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria Q A Q B £ I | C I ID 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A C U B Q C • £ I IG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Agriculture ,-,nrs im*; . • , —ca-—1720-1926 —ca • 1720 
Architecture _ . ca.1922-1926 
Recreation 

Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Thomas Bray Farm possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 
material, workmanship, feeling, and association. It is significant as a 
small, representative 18th and 19th century farmstead that was converted to 
seasonal use with Cape Cod's transformation into a resort region in the early 
20th century. The 18th-century dwelling house represents an unusually intact, 
early example of what was probably the most typical house form throughout the 
region in the 18th and early 19th centuries. The house, together with the 
stonewall-lined fields, and the early 20th-century dwelling extensions and 
outbuildings are a fine example of the long-term persistence of small-scale 
farm operations, their decline, and their subsequent conversion to 
recreational use. The Thomas Bray Farm therefore fulfills Criteria A and C 
of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level. 

The first colonial settlement of previously cleared native lands at 
Mattacheese (Yarmouth) occurred in 1638-39 in the northwest part of the 
present town. Settlement spread across the northern half of Yarmouth through 
the late 17th and 18th centuries, supported by a mixed local economy of grain 
production, cattle raising, and fishing. By the early 18th century, settlers 
had moved into the Weir Village district of Yarmouth, where the Bray house is 
located. While the town's northern settlement core remained the Yarmouth Port 
- Yarmouth Village area in the northwest. Weir Village was a thriving rural 
settlement during the town's 18th and early 19th century growth. The 
combination of prime fishing sites at Mill Pond and Foil ins Pond, and fertile, 
easily tilled, bottomland soils attracted a number of families early in the 
town's settlement. By 1755, the neighborhood had over twenty-five houses, two 
grist mills, and a schoolhouse. The area did not partake of the town's early 
19th-century salt manufacturing boom, and neighborhood prosperity was abruptly 
curtailed in 1841, when a major storm resulted in siltation of Mill Pond and 
Follins Pond,, cutting off the fish population. In the subsequent human 
exodus, many neighborhood houses were moved to other parts of Yarmouth, or to 
neighboring towns, and little architectural evidence of a once active 
community remains. With the subsequent overall decline in the town's economy 

^ . ^ See continuation sheet 
. . . , ;i ._ .... HUii.t 



9. Major Bibliographical References Thnm;.̂  R̂ ŷ Farm, v̂ r̂mnnt-h, MaQc;;,rh.•QP̂ ĉ; 

iV. ^ .rii - •ffcH irk. •^•tS 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

[ 3 See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[ 3 State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property ' 

UTM References 
. 1 1 ^ | 3 | 9 , 9 | 5 , A , 0 | 

Zone Easting 
c L i i U I 3 | 9 , 9 | 4 , 7 , 0 ; 

l ^ 6 | l , 7 | 2 , l , 0 
Northing 
I S 6 | 1 | 6 | 9 , 7 , 0 

B L I I ^ | 3 | 9 , 9 | 6 , 0 , 0 | | 4 , 6 | 1 , 7 | 0 , 2 , 0 | 
Zone Easting Northing 

D | 1 | 9 | | 3 | 9 , 9 | 3 , 3 , 0 | | 4 , 6 | 1 , 7 | 0 , 7 , 0 | 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See surveyor's map. 

I I See continuation sheet 

•• ; •-, f • -: 

Boundary Justification 

.•• r, few , '. I îŝ  >. ' '4 I. 

Hcl See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
nameAitle Michael S t e i n i t z w/Betsy F r i edbe rg . N a t ' l . Reg. Per . , Mass. H i s t . Cnmmis.qinn 
organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
street & number 80 Boyls ton S t ree t 
city or town Boston 

. date May 1 9«8 

.telephone (ftl?") 7?7-R470 

. state MA zip code n ? i i ft 
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and population in the second half of the 19th century, l i t t l e development 
occurred in the Weir Village area. By the 1920s however, the town's economy 
revived as part of Cape Cod's growth as a recreational area, and the 
automobile brought large numbers of summer residents, many of whom sought out 
historic dwellings for use as seasonal homes. 

The Thomas Bray house is one of the oldest surviving houses in Yarmouth. The 
earl iest associated date with the structure is ca. 1720, although a late 
17th-century construction date is possible. The house is also one of at least 
eighteen three-bay, half capes in Yarmouth with f loor plans that locate the 
inter ior chimney out of alignment with the main entry and between the primary 
front and rear rooms. The eighteen examples range in construction date from 
the early 18th century to the mid-19th century. Of a l l these, the Bray House 
is most l i ke ly the earl iest surviving example. Twelve of the other houses are 
presently l is ted on the National Register of Historic Places as part of 
Yarmouth's Northside Historic D is t r ic t (MHC inventory numbers A37, A61, A62, 
A64, A65, A79, A90, A l l9 , A127, A131, 159 and 157). The remaining f ive are 
located in the southern half of town (MHC inventory numbers 191, 274, 366, 
371 , 434). 

The i n i t i a l owner of the farm was either Thomas Bray (born 1675) or his son, 
also Thomas Bray (born 1701). Thomas Bray is mentioned in the records of a 
Yarmouth proprietors' meeting of 1721, in which he, Joseph Ryder, Benjamin 
Matthews, and William Matthews were granted the r ight to build a gr is t mi l l at 
Weir River. The property remained in the Bray-Crowell family for over 150 
years, remaining at about the 12 acre size recorded in 1767 up to the 
present. The property passed to Edmond Bray (born 1740), son of Thomas (2) , 
to Edmond's wife Dately Crowell Bray, on his death in 1821, and to Edmond's 
son John (born 1767) in 1825. Two years later at John's death, the farm 
passed to his widow, Sarah Matthews Bray, who continued to reside there for 
two decades. Sarah Bray sold the property to her son-in-law, Zebrina Crowell, 
in 1850, who actively farmed the land. Orchards are mentioned in land records 
by the 1840s. Tax records from 1861 l i s t both orchards and pasture, and 
Crowell's probate inventory of the same year consists primarily of farming 
equipment. The property next passed to Crowell's daughter Elizabeth, and 
son-in-law, Isaac Eldridge, who sold to Jessie Taylor in 1863. He in turn 
sold to Captain Gilbert Crowell in 1865. Gilbert Crowell's widow sold to 
Elizabeth Hawes and Armenia Smith after 1896, and Hawes and Smith sold to 
Rodney E. Hall in 1922. With the Hall ownership, the property was converted 
to seasonal use as a duck hunting lodge and summer home. Hall continued to 
use the property as a seasonal residence for over f i f t y years, and subsequent 
owners have continued that use. 

The Thomas Bray Farm then, represented a rare example of a small farmstead's 

cont inued 
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transformation over 250 years of local settlement, economic growth, decline, 
and revival. The 18th-century dwelling core is an important early survival of 
a regionally significant house type, the half cape. The largely intact, 
surrounding field patterns from the 18th and 19th centuries demonstrate well 
the persistence of smal 1-holding farm families adapting to the limited mix of 
economic opportunities offered by local soils and maritime resources. 
Finally, the house extensions and outbuildings embody the major historic 
changes of the Cape Cod landscape that came with the tourist economy during 
the early 20th century. 

cent inued 
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Archaeological Significance 

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Yarmouth and along this portion of 
the Bass River Drainage are underrepresented and derived solely from 
avocational col lect ing, any surviving sites would be signif icant. Prehistoric 
sites along Mil l Pond and the Bass River have unusually high site densities 
and contain possible evidence of Paleo Indian and Early Archaic ac t i v i t y , as 
well as numerous Middle Archaic s i tes. Potential surviving sites of these 
periods would contribute greatly to our understanding of prehistoric 
settlement in Yarmouth, on Cape Cod, and in southern New England in general. 
Should early period sites survive, they would also provide insights into 
man-environmental relationships during periods when the sea level was much 
lower and the Mil l Pond area was probably the headwaters of an inter ior 
riverine area. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for 
providing detailed information on the changing social, cu l tu ra l , and economic 
patterns that characterized one of the oldest surviving houses in Yarmouth. 
While the farm has undergone more than 250 years of local settlement, economic 
growth, decline, and revival , i t s configuration and components have remained 
basically intact from their 17th or 18th century beginnings. The survival of 
this context provides an extended interpretive framework for archaeological 
resources one rarely encounters, part icularly on Cape Cod where development 
has been so great. 
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10. UTM References 

A 19 399,540 4,617,210 

B 19 399,470 4,616,970 

C 19 399,600 4,617,020 

D 19 999,330 4,617,070 

E 19 399,330 4,617,120 

F 19 399,480 4,617,150 

G 19 399,480 4,617,210 

Boundary Just i f icat ion 

The property bounds approximate those associated with the histor ic operation 
of the Bray-Crowell farm. 
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July 22, 1988 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places ^ 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the nomination forms for the following properties: 

Conway, Burkeville Covered Bridge; Main Poland Road over South River 

Sandisfield, New Boston Inn; Junction Routes 8 and 57 

Shirley, Shirley Center Historic District 

Wellfleet, John Newcomb House; one-half mile N of Gull Pond Road 

Wellfleet, Rowell Estate; Gull Pond Road 

Yarmouth, Thomas Bray Farm; 280 Weir Road 

They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date. 

1^ Betsy Friedberg // 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/bq 
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3 7988 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


