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1. Name of Property

historic name Bailey Hotel

other names/site number Hotel Ernest

2. Location

street & number _ 

city or town ____ 

state Louisiana

102 Magnolia Street

Bunkie

NA not for publication 

NA vicinity

code LA county Avoyelles code 009 zip code 71322

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Nation; 
for determination of eligibility meets the docur 
procedural and professional requirements se 
Register Criteria. 1 recommend that this prop 
for additional comments.) ^

Signature of certifying official/Title Gem'

Louisiana SHPO, Dept. of

at Historic Pres 
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jred significant nationally statewide X locally. ( See continuation sheet

June 29, 1999
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Recreation and Tourism
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Signature of certifying official/Title
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__ See continuation sheet. 
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__ See continuation sheet. 
__ determined not eligible for the
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__ removed from the National
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__ other (explain):

Date of Action



Bailey Hotel
Name of property

Avoyelles Parish, LA
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

X private 
_public-local 
_public-State 
_public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X building(s) 
_district 
_site 
_structure 
_object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing

_1_ 0 buildings
__ __ sites
__ __ structures
__ __ objects

1 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat. Sub. Mntel

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat. Wnrk In Prrtnrt>s<t
Sub.

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Italianate

Colonial Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation- 

walls

Rrirk (".nnr.retp

roof

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Tar anH f^ravol

Concrete



Bailey Hotel________ Avoyelles Parish, LA
Name of property County and State

NPS Form10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 Page 1_____

The Bailey Hotel is a large, two story building with brick load-bearing walls. The 
hotel stands on the corner of Magnolia and Walnut streets, a busy intersection one 
block from the main thoroughfare in the Avoyelles Parish town of Bunkie. Courthouse 
records indicate that the land intended for the hotel was purchased on January 
15,1907, while a 1909 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows the completed building. 
Since construction likely began soon after site acquisition, a date of 1907 will be used 
for the purposes of this nomination. During the historic period the Italianate style hotel 
was enlarged and its porch and lobby facade received a Colonial Revival facelift (see 
below). Despite some non-historic alterations (mainly on the interior), the building 
remains eligible for National Register listing.

The hotel's unusual and distinctive shape is its most character-defining feature. 
This can best be appreciated through photos and the attached sketch map. The 
building wraps around Magnolia and Walnut streets, with a lobby entrance at the 
corner and a curved porch. Wings projecting forward from the main building mass are 
located at each street elevation. The Magnolia Street wing is original, although it 
appears to have been expanded toward the rear early in the historic period (as can be 
seen in changes in the second floor window treatment and the parapet height). The 
Walnut Street wing dates from sometime between 1923 and 1931 (per Sanborn maps). 
An original rear wing (see map) is not visible from the two streets.

As would be expected, most of the hotel is given over to guest rooms. Notable 
exceptions are the lobby with a double staircase which rises from a common landing a 
few steps above the floor and the hotel's original dining room, located in the rear wing.

The hotel's single and paired windows with bold segmentally arched concrete 
hood molds mark it as an example of the Italianate style (albeit a restrained one). The 
Walnut Street addition's windows are identical copies of the paired windows on the 
older portion of the building. The structure also has two thick concrete belt courses. 
One is located along the line of the building's watertable, the other on the level of the 
second floor. Both belt courses are formed by extending the windows' sills until the 
extensions join those nearby. The building also exhibits two thin brick belt courses and 
the simply molded brick parapet mentioned above. A historic photograph shows that 
the original curving porch, surmounted by what was probably a metal canopy, was only 
one-story high. Unfortunately, the photograph is not clear enough to indicate what kind 
of columns, piers or poles supported the canopy; nor can the appearance of the

CONTINUED
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original door be seen. The present two-story Colonial Revival porch (1941) features 
very slender colossal fluted columns with diminutive bases and capitals. These support 
a broad entablature, above which is a metal balustrade with the words "Bailey Hotel" 
worked into its design. The lobby's present Colonial Revival style entrance (also 1941) 
has double doors contained within a surround composed of fluted pilasters with necking 
and capitals, a full entablature, and a large arched wooden sunburst motif reminiscent 
of a transom.

The first floor of the Magnolia Street wing may have originally held guest rooms, 
but for many years the area served as the hotel owner's quarters. In 1956 this space 
was gutted to create a large room to be used as a cafe. At that time glass block was 
used to close up an exterior door and several windows on the first floor, and this work 
broke the previously continuous line of the first floor belt course on the Magnolia Street 
wing's facade. The hotel's old kitchen was also expanded at this time (refer to 1956 
addition shown on map). The interior experienced more alteration during the 1970s. 
As a result of plans to convert the hotel into a drug rehabilitation center, the second 
floor was gutted down to its brick and stud walls, and part of the first floor was gutted as 
well. Cancellation of this project stopped the demolition before it was completed. The 
hotel is now in the hands of new owners who are in the process of rehabilitating the 
building. To date, their work has included the following: a new roof, new wiring, major 
repairs to the plumbing, asbestos abatement, and the replacement of rotten structural 
members.

Assessment of Integrity

The Bailey is being nominated to the Register because it served as a focus of 
social and business life in Bunkie from its construction in 1907 up to and past the 50- 
year cutoff for significance (1949). During this period it evolved into its present exterior 
appearance, with an expansion in the 1920s and a porch/entrance facelift in 1941. 
Obviously patrons from the 1930s and (40s would recognize the old hotel should they 
return to Bunkie today, which is the litmus test for historical nominations. And patrons 
who knew the hotel in its earliest days would also recognize it because of its unusual 
and distinctive shape, as well as its prominently articulated Italianate windows. And 
while the interior has been compromised, the basic floorplan remains as does what was 
probably the hotel's only notable interior feature - the lobby's double staircase.



Bailey Hotel
Name of property

Avoyelles Parish, LA
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" next to the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" next to all that apply.)

NA

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

__ B removed from its original location.

__ C a birthplace or a grave.

__ D a cemetery.

__ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

__ F a commemorative property.

__ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
	within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Social History____________

Commerce

Period of Significance

1907-1949

Significant Dates

NA

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

NA

Cultural Affiliation

NA

Architect/Builder

Unknown

Narrative Statement of significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NFS): NA
__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested.
__ previously listed in the National Register 
__ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
__ designated a National Historic Landmark 
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # __ 
__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # _____

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office 
__ Other State agency 
__ Federal agency 
__ Local government 
__ University 
__ Other 
Name of repository:
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The Bailey Hotel is locally significant in the areas of social and commercial 
history because of its role as a center of social and business activity in the Avoyelles 
Parish community of Bunkie. The Bailey served as the town's principal hotel from its 
1907 construction date until well after 1949, the Register's fifty year cutoff. It 
continued to serve as a hostelry through July 1970.

As mentioned in Part 7, conveyance records in the Avoyelles Parish courthouse 
document that the land for the hotel was purchased by widow Josephine I. Ernest on 
January 15, 1907. A Sanborn Fire Insurance Map clearly shows her building, known at 
that time as the Hotel Ernest, in place by 1909. At that time the new hotel had two 
competitors. A historic photograph records that one, known as the Carnahan, was a 
simple two-story frame building which appears to have been smaller than the Bailey. 
Located approximately a block south of the Texas and Pacific Railroad Station, it was 
apparently used by railroad workers staying overnight in Bunkie. The second 
competitor was called the Southern. Also two stories tall but smaller than the 
Carnahan, it stood a little over a block from the latter and two blocks from the depot. 
Because newspapers covering early twentieth century events in Bunkie are not 
available until the 1920s, one can only surmise the impact which the Ernest had on the 
operation of the Carnahan and Southern. However, with its better facilities (including a 
public dining room) and its convenient site one block west of the depot, the Ernest 
likely caused financial headaches for the owners of the other facilities. The Southern 
had disappeared by 1923.

Mrs. Ernest operated her hotel until 1918, when the building was sold at a 
sheriff's sale for $6,500. (The reason she lost the building is unknown.) One month 
later R. Lee Bailey purchased the business for $7,250. The Bailey family would own 
and operate the hotel for the next forty years. By 1925 business was apparently so 
good that Bailey (now a town alderman) sold the hotel's old furnishings and purchased 
new accouterments for the building. It may have been at this time that he built the 
north wing which Sanborn maps show was added between 1923 and 1931. Also in 
1925 the hotel received an important endorsement when T. M. Callahan, editor of the 
Lafayette Dailey [sic] Advertiser, called it". . . the leading hotel of this section, . . ." after 
a visit to the town.

The renamed Bailey Hotel served as the focal point of Bunkie's social life at least 
between 1925 (the first year for which newspaper articles and advertisements are 
available) and 1949 (the Register's fifty year cutoff). Because it was the town's major

CONTINUED
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hotel from the time of its completion onward, one can assume it also played this role 
between 1907 and 1925. Although the Carnahan remained in business, elderly Bunkie 
residents interviewed for this nomination all agree that the Bailey was THE place to go. 
Because it had an attractive dining room which served three good meals a day, 
townspeople liked to meet there to socialize over lunch or dinner. One interviewee, 
who helped his father deliver wood to the hotel's kitchen during the early years of the 
Great Depression, remembers that the dining room and kitchen were busy places even 
during that difficult time. The hotel made an excellent site for weddings, with the bride 
descending to the lobby via the staircase rather than walking down an aisle. 
Receptions and luncheons were held in the dining room. Sometimes newly married 
couples would set up housekeeping in one or two rooms of the Bailey after returning 
from their honeymoons. When businessman Bailey purchased a $3,000 "orchestrion" 
for the new movie theater he was building, he placed it in the hotel's lobby until the 
movie house was complete. He then invited townspeople to visit the hotel for a 
demonstration of the instrument's capabilities. The community's Thursday Bridge Club 
appears to have met at the hotel for several years; and when a documentary movie 
about how to play bridge properly came to town, the hotel as well as the theater sold 
tickets to the event. According to another interviewee, who moved to Bunkie in 1920, 
the hotel played a special role during both World Wars by temporarily sheltering 
servicemen from nearby camps who were seeking weekend entertainment in Bunkie. 
During World War II the Baileys also operated an informal referral service for the 
soldiers by seeking (through newspaper advertisements) rooms in private homes 
whenever their facility was full.

In addition to its social role, the Bailey also occupied an important place in the 
community's business life. For example, it was such a well known landmark that local 
newspaper advertisements and articles used it as a reference point when describing 
the locations of other businesses and sites. In January 1925 Bunkie businessmen 
chose the Bailey to host an evening meeting organized to found a local Rotary Club. 
The ladies of the town also attended the event, which included dinner and 
entertainment as well as speeches on the origin and ethics of the organization. 
Thereafter, the club held its monthly meetings at the Bailey, again inviting the ladies 
whenever a gathering was to include a special guest speaker or other type of 
entertainment. The Bailey also hosted small conferences, such as the September 1925 
meeting of presidents and secretaries of the state's chambers of commerce. Such 
meetings brought additional revenue to the town. When owner Bailey decided his town

CONTINUED
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needed a jewelry store and persuaded the Carter jewelry chain to operate it, he housed 
the shop in his hotel for several months until the new business' own building could be 
remodeled.

Attracted by the hotel's good service, traveling salesmen and women also gave 
their business to the Bailey. The ladies (who handled cosmetics, imported gifts, and 
other items of interest to the town's female population) often set up shop in the hotel's 
sleeping rooms. Other guests - professionals such as accountants and doctors who 
periodically visited the town because their services were not routinely provided there - 
also conducted business in the Bailey's rooms. The hotel's staff sometimes assisted by 
making appointments and keeping track of their future schedules, while the local 
newspaper announced their presence and hours of availability. Perhaps the hotel's 
most amusing guest was Professor Zanga, "Seer and Clairvoyant," who spent a week 
at the Bailey in 1925 advising clients about their "troubles, problems, and business 
matters."

Although its business must have been reduced by the popularity of the 
automobile and the motels built to serve it (as well as the decline in railroad traffic 
caused by the auto and truck), the Bailey Hotel continued in operation well past World 
War II. In 1956 Lloyd Bailey, son of R. Lee Bailey, sold the building to Mr. and Mrs. 
Horace Guillot; it was they who remodeled the downstairs owner's quarters into a large 
cafe (see Part 7). They, in turn, sold the building in 1968. The new owner tried and 
failed to make the Bailey again viable as a hotel. As a result, the Guillots were forced 
to repossess the property. In 1970 they sold it to a general contractor who used the 
first floor as his office. His business also failed, at which point a local bank came into 
control of the building. The bank donated the structure to a drug rehabilitation 
program, but strong community opposition eventually stopped this project. The hotel 
then stood vacant for a number of years before being purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Jones. This couple, in turn, sold the building to Thomas McNabb and William Elkhay, 
who are rehabilitating the structure for use as a hotel and reception center. McNabb is 
related to the Bailey family.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than an acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

1 15 577810 3424550

2 __ ________ _______

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

See continuation sheet.

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title National Register Staff

organization Division of Historic Preservation 

street & number P.O. Box 44247

date Mav 1999

city or town Baton Rouge

__ telephone (225) 342-8160 

state LA zip code 70804

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner____________________________________________
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name _______1) Thomas and Jan McNabb______2) William and Maria Elkhay

street & number 1) 104 S. Holly St. 2) 5942 Hwy. 115 

city or town ____Bunkie_____________________

___ telephone 1) (318) 346-6115 2) (318) 346-4474 

state LA zip code 71322______

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing 
or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National 
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork 
Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

A certain parcel or plot of land, together with all buildings and improvements thereon 
. . . situated in the City of Bunkie, Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana, and more particularly 
described as follows, to wit: The POINT OF BEGINNING being that same point where 
the Southwesterly right-of-way limits of Walnut Street intersects with the Northwesterly 
right-of-way limits of Magnolia Street. From this said POINT OF BEGINNING the 
property runs as follows: North 35 degrees 07 minutes, West along the Southwesterly 
right-of-way limits of Walnut Street, a distance of 166.0 feet to a point and corner; 
thence South 52 degrees 44 minutes, West 120.5 feet to a point and corner; thence 
South 4 degrees 14 minutes West a distance of 193.5 feet to the northwesterly right-of- 
way limits of Magnolia Street and corner; thence North 73 degrees 00 minutes East 
along the Northwesterly right of way limits of Magnolia Street a distance of 
approximately 57.0 feet to a point; thence North 53 degrees 06 minutes East along the 
Northwestern right-of-way limits of Magnolia Street, a distance of 189.00 feet back to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING, ....

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

Boundaries follow the current property lines, which coincide with the hotel's historic 
property boundaries.
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BAILEY HOTEL
Bunkie, Avoyelles Parish, LA
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1923-1931 Addition
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