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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Murry Guggenheim residence is a 2 story Beaux Arts style mansion with curving side 
wings. The original mansion was built in 1903 and has remained intact except for a 
1967 addition to the north side. The addition effectively doubles the size of the 
mansion, but because the main facade faces south, it is not significantly encroached 
upon.

The plan is dominated by a wide palatial corridor which runs east-west from end to end 
of the mansion. At center of the main block, the corridor opens northward through a 
colonnade onto a sunken entrance hall. It also opens southward through a pair of 
double doors onto a great central oval salon; the salon which opens in turn onto the 
south garden is flanked by a pair of large rectangular rooms which are currently used 
as offices. 'The entrance hall is flanked by a pair of smaller oval rooms, one of which 
contains a curving staircase. Colonnaded on three sides, the entrance hall has a lower 
level which is reached by a pair of short staircases, one on each side.

The mansion has a pair of 2 story end wings which contain service rooms. The south 
(garden) facade has a pair of Paladian curving arcades which mask the end wings. They 
reach forward and terminate in a pair of 2 bay open pavilions.

The interiors are worthy of note, especially the grand corridor which is decorated with 
free standing Ionic columns and niches with statuary. Many of the rooms have raised 
paneling and painted entablatures. The salon has raised walnut paneling, floor to 
ceiling. All of the floors are of hardwood.

The restrained but plastic exterior is, and has always been, covered with white stucco. 
The main block is 5 bays wide with 3 bay end wings which are masked by the aforementioned 
arcades. The arcades partially enclose a wide terrace which overlooks the naturalistic 
gardens, with stone retaining walls, rambling boxwoods and a small lake. The southerly 
facade is carefully proportioned with the center 3 bays articulated with an Ionic colonnade 
on the ground floor. This configuration is flanked by a pair of slightly raised one bay 
pavilions, with great round arch windows on the ground floor. The curving arcades have 
Ionic columns between the arches and full entablatures. The^c61onndde and arcades are 
surmounted by delicate balustrades. The second floor has a medium heavy frieze with a 
limestone balustrade. Windows are large with a simple treatment; most have keystones 
or simple flourishes and nothing else.

The garden terrace is terminated by a limestone balustrade, with a c^pral stairway 
cascading to the lake.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Guggenhe,im house was designed, by~.the .prominant New Yo.rk t areh,it.ectural firm of Carrere 
and Hastings, and was awarded a gold medal Jby_th§ Architectural League in..1907. . Its 
graceful proportions and articulation ar^l^iu^uail^Dr the"early 20th century. In *7. ., 
addition, it is a fine example of an early "?Cfth century country house, with generous 
axial halls, wide French doors opening onto landscaped terraces, paneled rooms, \ 
colonnaded arcades, and classical detailing.

The mansion was begun in 1903 and occupied by Murry and Leone Guggenheim in 1905. Murry 
was one of seven sons of Meyer Guggenheim, a noted New York industrialist and founder 
of the Guggenheim Foundation. Murry Guggenheim died in 1939 and his son, Edmond, became 
head of the foundation. In 1959 Leone died and the following year Edmond Guggenheim 
conveyed the property to Konmouth College. The building was well maintained and adapted 
for use as a library. Principally, this involved the installation of furniture with 
little alteration to the fabric of the building. In 1967 the aforementioned rear wing 
was built. , .,_.... ..
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