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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if knawn) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally ggjjﬁpin 1775 as an overseer's house by Michael Blocker,
a PrussianJg%{éré;ﬂla%er used by Blocker family after large plantation
house burned. Two-story white clapboard with a one~story shed-roofed
porch(2 rooms wide) which is supported by four original, square columns.
Two original end chimneys and double front doors intact. Wide~board
walls and floors. Magnificent, centuries~old magnolias and cedars,
brought by Blocker family from Prussia. Path leads to family cemetery
in which 85 Blocker descendants are buried. ‘Oldeét marked graves

are Anna Loftar, wife of Michael Blocker (1725-~1814) and their son,

John (1749-1811).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Probably oldest surviving house in area which i{s still inhabited,
an important visual example of 18th century living which Edgefield
cannot afford to lose. The family cemetery, with its large graves,
is a town landmark dating back to 1811. Impressive Prussian cedars
and other old trees exemplify Edgefield's pastoral appearance and
atmosphere.

rominent families have been associated with the house.
Michael Blocker, the builder, belonged to the same family as Prussian
General Gebhard Von Blucher, who opposed Napoleon at Battle of Waterloo.
In Edgefield, Blocker became known as “The Colonizer" because he sent
his son John back to the Fatherland to persuade emigrants to settle
in Carolina. Last member of Blocker family to own house was
Mrs. Nancy Brooks Blocker, an aunt of U.S. Congressman, Preston Brooks.
From Hughes family ownership of house (since 1871) are many family
portraits, including one of Dr. William Crawford Gorgas, noted for
control of yellow fever and malaria in Panama Canal ¥one.

Present owner has beautiful collection of antique silver and
books. Notable hand carved mantels, original wide-board walls and
floors add to house's architectural significance. This is one of
Edgefield's most prized homes.
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