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Chelmsford Glass Works: Long House 
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

John J . Connor 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

139-141 Baldwin Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lowell 
S T A T E : 

Mass. 025 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Middlesex Registry of Deeds, Northern D i s t r i c t 
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1938 Federa I Q State • Coun ty • L o c a l 
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7. DESCRtPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Chelmsford Glass Works Long House i s a long, low, pitched roof 
building, one and a half stories high, covered by clapboards on three walls 
and with shingles on the west w a l l . 

The house i s comprised of three housing u n i t s , each of which contains 
a central chimney and has a centered door, flanked on each side by two 
windows. Two windows are located i n each gable. 

Additions include a small one-storey covered entrance porch with shed 
roof which projects from the west end and a one story lean-to located at t h ^ 
rear of the east u n i t . 
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1 I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 
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[ I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Chelmsford Glass Works Long House, built shortly aftQn^!|^p24 is 
the only remaining tenement of those erected by the company for its 
operatives. No earlier examples of this type of housing have been 
documented in the state, and early Rhode Island mill housing slightly 
post-dates this building. Therefore, it remains as the sole survivor 
of the "earliest American industrial housing development." CD 

Althaugh t h i s building may be i d e n t i f i e d with one of the projects 
appearing i n a publication, A Series of Plans for Cottages, or' Habit­
ations of the Labourer, Either i n Husbandry or the Mechanic Arts, by 
the English arc h i t e c t , John Woods, i t i s not a d i r e c t copy of Wood's 
design; the plan and style of each u n i t i s t y p i c a l of houses of the 
Colonial period. However, i t i s unl i k e l y that such a small company 
would have been the f i r s t i n t h i s country to construct such low cost 
housing; i t i s probable, therefore, that e a r l i e r American models of 
t h i s type housing existed. 

The Chelmsford Glass Works was established i n 1802, and at i t s peak 
i t s working force, most of whose s k i l l e d operators had come from Germany, 
included members from about twenty families. A two story house for the o\ 
seer and smaller houses for these families were provided by the company 
near i t s main manufactory. This was conveniently situated adjacent to 
the newly constructed Middlesex Canal and drew i t s raw materials -
potash, sand and wood - from the barges which unloaded at i t s doors. 
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o COMMON: che lmsford Glass Works : Long House 
— AND/OR HISTORIC: Chelmsford Glass Works' Tenement House 

2. LOCATION 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered JAN 2 5 1973 

Name Location 

Chelmsford Glass Works: Long HOVM Lowsll 
Middlesex County 

Also Notified c...-a. , i i State LialiBon Officer 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy -^^^ Davoren 

teeretary of the CoMonwsalth 
Boa. Ed«ard W. Brooke Chaixnan, Massachnsetts Histori^eal 
Mom. Vaul Cronin 40 Beacon Street O^^m^fu^'^'-^ 
Director, Northeast Region Boston, Massachusetts 02133 

PHR NRowland :inm 1/25/73 


