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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Park Inn Hotel is located at 15 West State Street in Mason
" City, Iowa. It was built in the Prairie School sytle by Frank
Lloyd Wright in 1909 and was one part of a larger architectural
complex. Like the “other part of this complex, the former City
National Bank, the Park Inn Hotel was primarily constructed of
Roman brick, but it is a more dynamic structure. The different
features of the two buildings were a result of Wright's concept
of architectural honesty which stated that separate interior
functions should be clearly expressed on the exterior.

The ground floor of the hotel covered the lot area and contained

a lobby in front, with a cafe and kitchen behind. On either side of
the lobby were shops with large windows facing State Street.

Between these shops in the center of the facade were the entrances
to the hotel.

As the cafe was 1lit by a skylight, a U-shaped plan for the two
upper floors was required. On the second floor were the legal
offices of Blythe, Markley, and Rule to the east and about four-
teen guest rooms to the west. Between these areas, over the
entrance was a loggia which gave a view of Central Park across
the street to the north. The top floor of the hotel contained
about twenty-four additional guest rooms arranged in a deep U-
shaped plan giving most a view of the park.

Neon signs and other features have considerably changed.the.
" exterior appearance of the Park Inn Hotel. Inside some parti-
tions have been moved but there have been no extensive structural
alterations. Nonetheless, the structure is deteriorating and
needs attention.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Park Inn Hotel in Mason City, Iowa, was designed by one of the fore-
most architects of the Unjted States, indeed of the twentieth century
world, Frank Lloyd Wrigh¥. It is significant as an example of his work,
and also for the unity of its design and structure with the former City
National Bank building.

Within the context of Wright's oeuvre this structure, and the bank with
which it was created in one architectural commission, is of a particular
importance. Created during the architect's early yegars, the building

is an example of his style now called the Prairi chool, in which open
floor plans, low overhanging eaves, and horizontal planes are essential
features. /The Prairie School is the chief idigenous American style of
architecture to emerge in the twentieth century and is a uniquely
American contribution to the architecture of the world. In the hands

of Wright and his followers, the Prairie School style was primarily used
for private residences (as for example, the 1908 Robie House in Chicago,
Illinois). ’ ' o s o

/ﬁs it was used infreugently for commercial buildings, the Prairie
School style of the hotel is in itself of_ ,interest. 1In addition,
however, the Park Inn Hotel is the solgAiotel by Wright still stand-
ing, and has further unique interest in the elements of its conception
which preceded and influenced the design of the now destroyed Imperial
Hotel in Tokyo, Japan.éy

In spite of deterioration and neon signs which conceal much of the
facade, the Park Inn Hotel retains the original design by Wright to
a considerable extent. It stands, then, as a unique example of a
great architect's work. '




Ausgefuhrte Bauten und Entwurfe von Frank Lloyd Wright.

Berlin: Wasmuth,
1910. Facsimilie edition. New York: Horizon, 19 Plates 93 & 94

McCoy, Robert E. "Rock Crest/Rock Glen" Prairie School Planning in Iowa,"

The Prairie School Review, V (Third Quarter, 1968), 5-39, esp. 10-12.
Mason City Commercial Club. Souvenir Book. August 10, 1912.

Hitchcock, Henry Russell. The Nature of Materials. New York: Sloan and Pier
Wright, Frank Lloyd. A Testament. New York: Bramhall House, 1957.

Manson, Grant. Frank Lloyd Wright to 1910; the First Golden Age.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Mrs. John M. Crosman, Chairman
ORGANIZATION

DATE

Mason City Historic Sites Committee
STREET AND NUMBER:

March 9, 1972

651 South Tennessee Place

CITY OR TOWN:

Mason

STATE CODE

1/!

Citv Towa

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hisfpric Preservation

National [ State [] Local [
. Date ?/{ */72’
Name -
ATTEST:
Title ; ) 7
vwe _ G Tuly, 1972

e, 1942
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MASON CITY, IOWA

Scale 1"

in Central Business District

by FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

Park Inn Hotel Building
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