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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ("if fcnoivn.) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The main building of the TiVoli Brewery is a fpjur-story
Brick structure with basement and tower, located central to
the brewery complex. Of the several one and two story 
buildings added to the Tivoli 
Turnhalle building, adjoining 
tower building, is considered

the southeast facade of the 
to be the most significant.

Built in 1882 of brick on a ccursed stone foundation, only 
the symwei.11CHT"main entrance facade of the two story Turn­ 
halle is visible from the street, windows are evenly spaced 
between two story brick piers rising to a plain cornice at 
eaves level, beneath a truncated medium gable roof. Straight- 
sided arches, each formed of c. keystone and-radiating brick 
voussoirs, head all six (6) sticond story windows openings. 
A row of straight-topped windows with stone sills opens from 
the ground floor level. One of the original ground floor 
windows has been enlarged to form a loading door. Straight 
steps lead up to the main building entrance, an unornamented, 
linteled opening, off-set to the right. A secondary entry 
opens from street level at the far right. The name of the 
building and the date of construction are carved in stone 
below the cornice. The brick exterior is painted white, 
with window framing and the arches accented in blue. The 
plain character of the Turnhalle facade, designed in the 
unadorned Italianate style of]the late 19th century Denver 
commercial architecture, contrasts sharply with the rich 
facade of the adjoining tower building.

The tower building is joined to Vorkwaert's Turnhalle 
by a shallow three story brick overpass which forms' a covered 
entry to the court area between the two buildings. The entry 
was originally arched to repeat the round arch motif used 
throughout the facade. it is possible that this 
constructed at a later date as a connecting unit 
although its main facade is designed to repeat de^ifrratjrive 
motifs utilized in the adjoining tower structure/^;.; the scale 
and alignment of features do not correspond exactlyOf£ tfie$7£ 
adjoining facade. An iron gate, now painted whit£, spans 
the width of the covered entry. * , ? j ___

The main section of the tower building facade 
symmetrical in design, featuring a combination of 
opening shapes beneath-a central tower in a style reminiscent 
of High Vd^tp^i.aj^jj:jai:nate_^design. Windows headed by lintels 
and byv1cpund-headed anH"segment"al arches open from walls 
decorated by corbeling, pilasters and entablatures at first 
and third story levels. Theoriginal entry, set back within 
a round-headed archway, has been filled in to form a smaller 
entrance set flush with the building facade. This modern 
entrance is framed by the original pilasters set beneath a 
wide entablature. The central tower features a painted blue 
mansard roof with curbing (originally topped by cresting), 
wall dormers, corbeling, areading on two facades and a



7. Description (continued)

six-pointed star set within a large round-headed arch above 
a plate inscribed with the company name. The shapes of 
structural openings introduced on the main facade are 
repeated on the side and rear facades on walls devoid of 
ornament. The building is painted white with accents in 
blue.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to records maintained in the Office of the Tax 
Assessor, the main (tower) building of the Tivoli Brewery 
complex was constructed during the period of JL890-lg91. at 
a location which coincides with the address listed for the 
Milwaukee Brewery Company in the 1891 edition of the Denver 
Business Directory. The first deed to that parcel of land 
was recorded in 1894, in the name of an officer of the Mil­ 
waukee Brewery Company.

Although the Milwaukee Brewery Company was not Denver's 
first brewery, it was, at the very least, a pioneer concern, 
known to have produced lager beer as early as 1879, in a 
plant located on the same block as the later tower structure. 
In 1901 the Milwaukee Brewery Company was merged with the 
ten-year-old Union Brewing Company, to form the Tivoli-Union 
Brewery Company, a well known Denver concern which produced 
beer continuously (with a break for prohibition) until the 
mid-1960's. The Milwaukee plant was maintained to house the 
Tivoli-Union concern, and through the folllowing years, num­ 
erous additions were constructed on to the main building.

Adjoining the Tivoli tower building unit, is a building 
constructed i|^i&82 to house activities of Vorkwaert's Turn 
Jjail.j. In addJ/Eioir^to physical proximity, the turn halle is 
associated with the brewery through management. The first 
proprietor of the Milwaukee Brewery was a principal in the 
turn halle concern.

The unique architecture of the Tivoli Brewery—turn 
halle complex is of significance in the Auraria section of 
Metropolitan Denver. The tower has become, through the years, 
an emotional landmark in the lower downtown area, which 
should be preserved as a visual reminder of pioneer Denver 
industry.
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ADDENDUM
#7 Physical Description

The Tivoli Brewery is composed of a complex which contains several buildings, some of 
which have multiple additions that together illustrate the brewing process. (See Site 
Plan, Sheet 1 for location for all buildings and aerial photo.) The structures consist 
of the following :

I. Tower Building( "B" T "C" t "D" , Site Plat?)

The building is made up of the following three sections:
"B" is a 5-story brick structure with tower. It is the most ornate of the Brewery

complex and is visually the building most associated with the Brewery. It is
of 1891 construction. (See Sheet 2.) 

"C" is a 2-story brick addition, dating to the turn of the century. Little ornamen­
tation. (See aerial photo.) 

"D" is a 1-story brick addition, with smokestack, dating to the turn of the century.
(See aerial photo.)

II. Turnhalle Building("P"on Site Plan)
The building dates to 1882 and is physically connected to the Tower B>uilding by a 
3-story connector. It is the earliest of the dated buildings and the most historic. 
The building is brick, six bays in width, with the bays separated by pilasters. 
(See Sheet 2.)

"K", "L", and "M" is a separate building made up of three sections that connect 
underground with the Tower Building . (See Sheet 4.)
"K" is a 4-story stone building of turn of the century construction. (See Sheet 4.) 
"L" is a 3-story addition, with the first two stories of stone, the third story of

brick. Turn of the century construction. (See Sheet 4.) 
"M" is a 2-story addition of brick with raised basement. It has three arched windows

on the south. (See Sheet 4.)

"N" is a 1-story utilitarian building with little exterior ornamentation. (See Sheet 3.)

"0" is a 2-story late 19th century building once used as a bar. It has segmentally 
arched windows on the second floor and corbelled brackets supporting a corbelled 
cornice. Entrance is from the corner of the building. (See Sheet 3.)

III. "E", "F", and "G" are all separate buildings. "E", however, is connected to "D"
by an underground passageway. (See Site Plan.) 

"Ef| is an ornate 1-story boiler house with tower. Bays are arched, corbelled brick
cornice. (See Sheet 4.) 

"F" is a 1-story building once used as a bottling plant for the Brewery. It sits on
a raised basement. Brick corbelled cornice. Plaque centered in cornice, indica­
ting its use as a bottling plant. (See Sheet 6.) 

"G" Warehouse build ing ̂ where empty bottles were stored. It is a 2-story brick
building with raised basement with a corbelled cornice similar in styling to "F" .
(See Sheet 6.)
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ADDENDUM

#10 Verbal Boundary Description

See Site Plan for nominated area. 
complex.

Corrected acreage: 1.1 acres

#4 Owner

Tivoli Development, Ltd. 
410 Seventeenth Street 
Suite 2460 
Denver, Colorado 80'202

The boundary is drawn to include the historic


