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1. Name of Property

historic name DeRosay NdNee House

other names/site number

2. Location
street & number 50 Mt. Vernon Street WI/AI not for publication
daty, toan Cambridge Ni[AJ vicinity"
state Massachusetts ocode  NA courty Middlesex code 017 zip code 0?Mn
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fx| private [XI building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| I'public-local | ldistrict 1 buildings
| | public-State | Isite sites
I | public-Federal | Istructure structures
I lobject objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Cambridge MM listed in the National Register Q

4, State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opiritfon,'the property IS niesls" EZIdoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation, sheet.
Signature of certifying offii;_g?l EXGCU{J VeI I I’\ r, MassafNiusetts Historical Date | ssion
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parle Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

. . . Ayn
Q entered in the National Register. 4

[*See continuation sheet.
0 determined eligible for the National
Register. \y} See continuation sheet.
1 Idetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Iremoved from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



DeRosay-McNamee House, Cambridge, MA
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic / Single Dwelling Domestic / Multiple Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

; : foundation ~ BAAAA

Colonial Revival L
walls Bricic

4 roof Sl ate
other  Viood, Limestone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The DeRosay- MNanee House, Canbridge, Massachusetts, stands on the west side
of M. Vernon Street, two houselots south of Its junction with Upland Road.
The house stands i na nei ghborhood of late nineteenth and early
twentieth-century surburban houses of wood frame construction, nany of which
have been altered i nthe md-twentieth century. The DeRosay- MNanee House i s
a two andone-half story brick structure that occupies a position slightly
south of center onits rectangular [ot. Thebuilding i s conposed of a nain
house with anoriginal rear ell set north of center toits west (rear) wall;
both sections of the house are encl osed by a steep hip roof covered with
slate. Elevations are faced with pressed red brick trimred with|imestone

wi ndow sills, beltcourses, andarchitraves (facade only). At the second

story, a boxed wood cornice with evenly spaced brackets extends around al |

el evations. Wth the exceptionof four altered andfour added w ndows, all

wi ndows retain original 1/1 sash. ., . . -

The facade (east elevation) i s arranged symetrically about a center entry
flanked by two-story boww ndows. Theentry has alimestonearchitrave witi
egg-and-dart nol dings set within which i sanoriginal oak door conposed of
four raised panels surmounted by anoval |ight framed by beaded and
egg-and-dart noldings. Directly above the main entry, at the second story, i s
an arched opening framed by a |imestone architrave that i sidentical to that

of the main entry. Wthin the arched opening are a French w ndow (each | eaf

of which has a single Iight) anda stained-glass transom Each boww ndow has
three windows per story; all windows retain original rolled glass setin
curved rails with the exceptionof onelower sash at the first story and three
wi ndows at the second story of the north bowwhere replacement gl ass has been
installed. At thefirst story, windowlintels are a continuouslimestone
beltcourse that i s conposed of afrieze crowned by dentils and a bead-and-reel
mol di ng.  Second-story w ndows share a continuous |inmestonesill, while w ndow
heads are splayed brick flat arches that support afrieze, dentils, and a

hal f-hip roof. Thecenter dormer contains two w ndows, while each of the
other dorners contain a single w ndow.

The facade's porch has recently been restored toits original dimensions. | t
now consists of arectangular central section that i s approached by a fligiht

[ See continuation sheet
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of five wooden stairs andi senclosed by a flat roof. Theroof i s supported
by clusters of three colums that rest on panel ed bases at the northeast and
sout heast corners of theporch's central section. Each colunn i s decorated
with spiral reeding and a Corinthian capital of composition ornament. The
col utms support a frieze and a cornice decorated with dentils and acant hus
modi | [ions of conposition ornanent. The porch's roof i ssurrounded by a
railing of turned balusters set into paneled posts with ball finials. At the
first story, thecovered section of theporch i sflanked by open decks that
originally extended tothehouse's comers, were shortened around 1970, and
have been re-extended (1988) totheir original |ocations. These decks have
railings of turned balusters set into paneled posts. Part of the 1988
rehabilitation included reconstruction of wooden steps at each end of the
decks.

The south elevation i sasymetrical; ornanental details are essentially
identical tothose at thefacade, with theexception that |inmestone exists
only at window sills. The basenent of the nain house has three w ndows; the
center w ndow has been bl ocked with wooden shingles while each of theflanking
Wi ndows retains three-light sash. Thefirst story has a single w ndow (east)
and a copper-clad oriel (west) that rises fromanornately nol ded base to a
fluted sill course above which each face has a single w ndow surnmounted by a
recessed panel. Thesouth face has been altered by theinstallation of two
stormw ndows i nfront of asingle original window (1/1). The second story
possesses one W ndow near each of thenain house's corners, andtwo smaller

| eaded- gl ass wi ndows set out of alignment toprovide light tothenain
staircase. Above thecornice, theroof has two dormers with half-hip roofs,
the details of which are identical tothose at the facade. Until the 1988
rehabilitation, thesouth elevation of therear el | was partially covered by a
brick andconcrete-block shed at t he basement (ca. 1950); the shedwas
denol i shed, revealing the basenent entry at thefoot of a steep stairwell.

The first story of theel |l has a single w ndow and a forner doorway that has
been bl ocked with bricks, while the second story has two small w ndows (2/2)
flanking thelocation of anoriginal window that has been bl ocked. At the
roof i sasingle three-light skylight.

The north elevation of themain house has four windows (three-light sash) at
the basenent andtwo windows at thefirst story. The second story has a
single w ndow near itsnortheast comer, a small added wi ndow (2/2) near its
center, anda copper-clad oriel near itsnorthwest corner. Theorielis
essentially identical tothesouth elevation's oriel, except that its nolded
base i s enbossed with foliate patterns. Thecornice, roof anddorners are the
mrror image of the south elevation. The north elevation of therear el l
contains a single original wndow per story and a single skylight at the roof.

The rear (west) elevation exists i ntwo planes. Therear elevation of the

(continued)
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mai n house i s exposed on either side of the rear ell; this elevation has one
Wi ndow per story at the north side of the ell. The rear elevation of theell

has three basenent w ndows that asyimetrically flank a concrete-block stoop.
At the first story, three original windows flank a doorway that contains a
wooden door of three recessed panels surmounted by a rectangular light.  The
doorway is sheltered fromweather by an added shed roof supported by iron
colums. The second story has two original w ndows (north) and one added
wi ndow (2/1) south; the roof has a single three-light skylight.

The house's interior possesses an unusual floorplan that is laid out about a
central chimey. As originally designed, the first story of the main house
consisted of an entry vestibule and stairhall (southeast) that connected by
doubl e doors to a double parlor (north) and either a dining roomor additional
parlor (southwest). Although the doubl e doorways have been reduced to single
doors, original finishes remain in the formof a paneled oak wainscot, paneled
oak doors, and fluted door cases in the entry vestibule; parquet flooring wth
a geonetric border, and an elaborate mantel and over mantel with neo-Cl assical
conmposition ornament in the north parlor; fluted newels with carved foliate
caps i n the stairhall; an elaborately paneled w ndow seat and an angled
fireplace with an oak mantel piece, |eaded glass cupboards and an ingl enook
seat in the southeast room Original baseboards, architraves, five-panel
doors, and noul ded w ndow cases exist throughout the first and second

stories. Simlar high-quality ornamental detail renmains at the second story's
northwest room which has a panel ed windowseat initsoriel and a wooden

mant el pi ece with applied ornanent.

Interior rehabilitation affected only hallways. Later finishes such as

pl ywood paneling and carpeting were renoved and original finishes were
repaired and restored. N subdivision occurred at the time of the recent
rehabilitation, although sone modifications to the original floor plan had
been nade i n the md 20th century. The formal spaces of the first story
remain unaltered.

(continued)
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Wiile noprehistoric sites arecurrently recorded onthe property, it i s
possible that sites arepresent. Qe known prehistoric site has been recorded
in the general area (within onemle). |In general, however, the potential for
prehistoric sites seens | owsince |ocation characteristics of the propertyare
not especially favorable for native settlement and subsistence activitiesand
because extensive 19th and 20th century devel opment has occurred onthe snall
lot andin the surrounding area.

Extensive historic period devel opnent also limts the potential for
significant historic period remains onthe property. This locale was used as
cormon | and after 1638 and was part of the Prentice Farmafter 1775 until t he
area was subdivided into streets and lots inca 1847. \Wile structural
remai ns andoccupational related features (trash areas, wells) relatedt o
agricultural use of the land nay have been present, extensive historic period
devel opnent during the late 19th and 20th century and resulting subsurface

di sturbances indicate a | owpotential for significant archaeol ogical
recoveries.

(end)



Der osay- MNanee House, Canbridge, M\
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

nationally | |statewide x| locally

Applicable National Register Criteria  FxIA | 1B fxlc | D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | IA | IB | |[C | ID | IE | IF | IG
Areas of Sjgnificance (enter categories from instructions) , Perio_d of .Significance 7 A Significant Dates

B56IIERELT® anni ng and i»Q'i-IQn7

Devel oprent

Cultural Affiliation *,
Clarke, William E.

Significant Person Architect/Builder

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The DeRosay- McNanee House, Canbridge, Massachusetts, possesses integrity of
design, materials, setting, workmanship, and historical associations withthe
| ate nineteenth-century devel opment of the Avon Hill section of Canbridge. | t
meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places at the
Local level. The house i ssignificant as a well-preserved, high-quality
exanpl e of theColonial Revival style on a street which has suffered

consi derabl e unsynpathetic alteration. Constructed in 1895-1896, the
DeRosay- MNanee House exenplifies thelast phase of devel opment of the Avon
Hill area into adistrict of substantial dwellings built I nthepopular styles
of the1860s through theturn of thecentury. :

M. Vernon Street is located in theAvon Hill section of Canbridge, an area
bounded by Massachusetts Avenue, Upl and Road, and Li nnaean and Raj nnond
Streets. Less than a mle fromHarvard Square, nost of Avon Hill was part of
the New Vst fields, divided into individually held lots in 1638  whilethe

| and now occupied by M. Vernon Street remained as @immon Land. By 1775 | and
including M. Vernon Street, parts of Upland Road, Massachusetts Avenue, and
Arlington Street was part of thePrentice Farm

The Avon Hil | area was gradual |y subdivided with plans for streets (including ,
M. Vernon) and division of lots as early as 1847, with house construction
beginning i nthelate 1860s. The devel opnent of thearea occurred in two
phases, thefirst ending with theeconomc slunp of theearly 1870s, and t he
second beginning i ntheearly 18808. The Avon Hill area i scharacterized by

hi gh-style houses set on | andscaped suburban |ots. Excellent exanples exist

in the Mansard, Queen Anne, Shingle, and Colonial Revival styles.

Wthin thegeneral Avon Hill area, M. Vernon, Arlington, and Wl nut Streets
are somewhat distinct geographically, being located at t henortheast corner
oriented toward Massachusetts Avenue and its horsecar and trolley line.
Construction activity began on M. Vernon Street in 1883, when theheirs of

A t oo HQ See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibiiograpiticai References

,.--Vii-3tf;;
>
SOAC T
f Jz a4
/ / ot y
Pn See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: A

has been requested HPCA #11044 MA rX\ State historic preservation office
I Ipreviously listed in the National Register | 10ther State agency
I Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register s..sijy | |Federal agency o« g, . uf.:
I Idesignated a National Historic Landmark | ILocal government
I Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I | University

Survey # e other : .
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:

Record # . Massachusetts Historical Cotnmission
10. Geographical I3ata
Acreage of property “ess than one acre
UTM References
Alli9] |3]2i5]|3i2i0| |4i6]|9i4|7i6i0] BLLJ L J .

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
C|_UL° J L DLU Ml . J oL

Di..h sii.li. 1 1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nomnated property is | ot 4 of Ganbridge Assessors' NMp 177.

t- ..

¢V o

| 1See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary incl udes the city I at has historically been associated with
the DeRosay and MNnee f :
I

c\'i | |See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftte Kim W. Brengle & Brianpfeiffer w/ Betsy Frieberg. NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  September 1988

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone 617-727-8470

city or town  Boston state MA zip code 02116
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the Whitney famly sold theremining |ands associated with the former
Prentice farm including M. Vernon Street. Anong the substantial, handsone
houses huilt i nthis area, the DeRosay-MMNanee House i snore architecturally
di stinguished than its neighbors, unusual for the use of brick i na

nei ghbor hood dom nated by wood-frane houses, and retains integrity lost bythe
majority of nearby houses. According to the Canbridge Historical Conmssion's
Survey, Report 4 (p. 52):

A revealing conparisoni sfurnished by M. Vernon Street, wherethe
houses though originally somewhat |arger and finer, areless well
preserved and have been subdivided into smaller living units....Highly
detrimental tothis street was thedemolition of thelarge houses onthe
Massachusetts Avenue comers. Wthout these visual barriers, the street
has been thrown open to thetraffic of the avenue and of Porter Square
and, as a result, this end of M. Vernon Street i snow |ittle nore than
an extension of the Sears parking |ot.

Construction of the DeRosay- MNanee House began i nAugust of 1895 when D
Vérren DeRosay filed a building permt fortheconstruction of a three-story
brick dwelling designed by Wlliam E Clarke. Canbridge Engineers' Field
Reports indicate that the house was substantially conplete by August 13, 1896,
when its dinensions and placement onits lot were confirmed by field
measurenent; at approximately the sane time, the house was shown as a drawn
illustration i nthe Canbridge Chronicle's Sem -Centennial Edition (1896).

Bi ographi cal information regarding the house's architect i sscant; Carke

mai ntained an office i nCanbridge i nthe 18380s and 1890s, a period from which
twel ve residential conm ssions are known. After 1900, Cl arke noved hi s office
to Boston.

Between 1896 and 1897, t he house was occupied by D Warren DeRosay, a |ocal
brick manufacturer. DeRosay was the son of Lewis (also given as Louis)
DeRosay, a French Canadi an immgrant, who cane t o Canbridge by 1856 when he
occupied a cottage i nNorth Canbridge near the Bay State Brickyards where he
worked. 1 n1881, theelder DeRosay becane one of several brick manufacturers
in Canbridge by the purchase of an existing brickyard on Sherman Street (then
Dublin Street) slightly northwest of M. Vernon Street. 1 n1886, D Warren
DeRosay was admitted to thefamly business, i nwhich he was a partner until
1890 when he sold his interest and noved t o Gand Rivers, Kentucky. There he
established the Gand Rivers Brick and Tile Conpany. By Septenber 1890,
DeRosay had sold his interest i nthe Kentucky firm and retumed t o Canbri dge
where he purchased hi s father's business i nJanuary 1891. 1 n 1891, DeRosay
moder ni zed production i nhis brickyard and becane the first local brickmker
to use mechanical dryers, thereby elimnating dependence upon sun drying and
al | owing production totake place all year, rather than the six nonths per
year that had been customary. Under DeRosay's ownership, annual production

(continued)
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increased to twelve million bricks, which were used for diverse purposes

rangi ng from sewer construction i n Canbridge to major public buildings suchas
the Suffolk County Courthouse and, probably, DeRosay's own house. Around

1900, DeRosay' s conpany was one of nany purchased by a newy formed

congl onerate, the New England Brick Gonpany. DeRosay remained as a
superintendant for the newconpany until 1901; after 1903, DeRosay |eft

Canbr i dge.

After 1899, the house was owned and occupied by John H H MMNanee, a

bookbi nder, who had conducted hi s business i n Harvard Square during the |ate
nineteenth century. |Inaddition to his bookbinding business, MNanee acquired
extensive real estate i nHarvard Square, including a block bounded by Brattle,
Boyl ston, and M. Aubum Streets where he operated a bookbindery and devel oped
a large row of stores andoffices. 1n 1902 and 1903, MNanee served as the
Mayor of Canbridge. After 1907, MNanee t umed hi s business over to his son
and, apparently, noved from Canbridge. Subsequently during the early
twentieth century, the DeRosay- MNanee House was owned and occupi ed by Enoch
Beane, anattorney, andlater was converted to apartments, a use which has
continued to the present.

Built of pressed red brick andtrinmed with dressed andcarved |imestone, the
DeRosay- MNanee House i s significant for its well-preserved Col onial Revival
design. FEenents such asthe building's masonry construction, symetrical
facade with bowed w ndows, entry porch with reeded columns and neo-Cl assi cal
conposition ornament, and sl ate-coveredhip roof with pedinented dormers nark
the building as the nost architecturally ambitious house i nits neighborhood.
Qher high-quality featuresinclude two copper-clad oriel wndows with

enbossed ornament, |eaded-glass w ndows at the stairhall (southelevation) and
former second-story hallway (facade, center bay), anda panel ed oak front door
with its original ornate hardware.

Sonmewhat nore eclectic than the exterior, the house's interior conbines

el enents of both the Queen Anne and Col onial Revival styles. Theinterior is
laid out around a central chimmey rather than a center hallway asis inmplied

by its symetrical facade. E enents such as the angled fireplace with an

i ngl enook seat and | eaded- gl ass cupboards (southwest roomat second story) and
foliate carved newel posts of the main staircase are derived fromthe Queen
Anne style, while elements such as the raised paneling of the entry vestibule
and the ornate mantel pi ece of the northwest parlor are nore thoroughly

Colonial Revival instyle.

! eee o - o ' u

In addition toits architectural features, the house occupies a suburbanl ot
what retains elements of original |andscaping i nits stone retaining wall
along M. Vernon Street, dressed |inestone steps at the main entry, and brick
paths | eadingto the main and rear entries.

(end)
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Brom ey, GW Atlases of Canbridge: 1894, 1903 and 1916, Phil adel phi a.

Canbridge Chronicle - "Sem -Centennial Souvenir of Canbridge, Massachusetts"”,
1896, pp 99 and 127.

Canbridge City Directories 1889-1910.

Canbridge Sentinel, My 1904 - MNanee Building i nHarvard Square.
Sanborn Atlas of Canbridge: 1935 with updatest o 1961.

Sources located at the Canbridge Historical Conm ssion:

Architects File - Wlliam E C arke.

Engi neers' Field Report (manuscript) - Book 35, page 105- "Sundry
Measurenents - August 13, 1896".

Research Sheet - Building Permt #5443, August 8, 1895.

Canbridge Historical Commssion. Survey of Architectural History i nCanbridge.
Report 4. A d Canbridge. 1973. M T Press, Canbri dge.
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JAN 16 19D

Decembe 29, 1989

Carol Shull

Nati onal Register of Historic Places
Departmment of the Interior

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngt on, DOC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Shul |: .

'S \ o o
Encl osed please find the follow ng nom nation:

DeRosay - MNanee House (HRCA # 11044 MA), 50 M. Vernon Street, Canbridge
(M ddl esex County), Massachusetts, 02140.

The nom nation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. QOaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and
were afforded the opportunity to conment. Comments received to dateare
attached to the nomnation form

icerely,

4
Anne E Tait
Acting National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Encl osur e:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



