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1. Name
historic 1 rving Square Historic District Aw O-'a-iixr» e} -N- tH-f--'ss
and/or common same

2. Location

dred & numtiea multiple N/A notfor publication
city, town Framingham vicinity of
state M assachusetts ade 025 autty Middlesex ade 017
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
building(s) X private X unoccupied X commercial park
structure both X work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
N/A being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property
nene mul tiple, seeattached property owners |ist

street & number

N/A

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse regdry o desds eic. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds
dreg & numbe 208 Cambridge Street

Gty 0N Cambridge Vs 1 date M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
j-nvenxory or tne Historic Assets
title ‘AN Commonwealth hasthis prapearty bean daemined digble? .yes no

date 1979 . federal X state aounty local
depcstay far aurvey reards M assachusetts Historical Commission,

city, town Boston date Massachusetts



7. Description Irving square Historic District, Framingham, MA

Condition Check one Check one
— excellent deteriorated unaltered original site N/A
—— good ruins X altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Irving Square Historic District i slocated on thesouth side of the
railroad tracks which bisect South Fram ngham Enconpassing approximately
72 acres, thedistrict includes twenty-one comercial buildings |oosely
grouped around thewde intersection of Irving and Hollis Streetsand
known as Irving Square. The majority of thebuildings were erected between
1880 and 1930; nost arebrick structures standing one to four stories

hi gh and designed i ntheclassical revival styles popular at theturn

of thecentury.

ture tobe erected i nlrving Square (andthefirst i nFram ngham, was
built 1 nlI876. Originally two stories plus a mansard roof, the building
apparently burned i nthe 1920's. |t spresent appearance dates from a 1928
rebuilding. Little remains of the original facade. The brick w ndow archi -
traves of t heeast and west elevationsareoriginal, though thesashi s
early 20th century. The block was rebuilt as three stories with a flat
roof and Neo-Cl assical fa9ade. Gound floor storefronts have |imestone
piers and multi-light transoms. The centrally located namin entrancei s
arched and accentuated by a copper marquee supported bP/ chains attached
to scul ptedlions' heads. Wndows have narrow arched lightsi n the
upper sash, and a broad |imestone cornice and frieze caps t he facade.

The Qdd Fellows Block (#13, photo #3), thefirst masonry comercial struc-
rv
'

Adjacent totheQdd Fellows Block i sthetwo-story frame Eames Buil ding
(#12, photo #3). Constructed ca. 1885, thefacade i sfaced i nredbrick.
A brick arcade and granite belt course links theupper story fenestration.
Gound floor storefronts have been altered.

The i Vinthrop Hotel (#l6; photo#") is another early buildingin the district.
Built ca. 1882, it is a three-story frame buildingwith a stucco facade.
Storefronts and entrances are defined by quoined brick piers. The store-
frontsdate fromca. 1910and survivevirtuallyintact: single |arge

di spl ay wi ndows are set between a doubl e gl ass transomand bri ck panel.
UpPFr story fenestration has splayedbrick headers and rough-faced granite
S S -

Other 19th century buildings include thefour-story Tribune and Lew s
Furniture Conpany Buildingswhich siton opposite sides of Irving Street
and arecurrently being rehabilitated (photo #2). Constructed i nl890Q,

the Tribune Building (#5) i sa five-baybrick structure with brownstone
trim  The four storefronts have fluted cast-iron colums; brick piers with
Ri chardsonian foliated caps of brownstone are found at t hecorners.

Above t hecenter entrance i sa projecting curved sandstone panel con-
taining thenane and date of thebuilding andrichly embellished with
foliated ornanment. A bell-shaped tower over thecenter bay was renoved
within thepast two decades. Circa 1920 a four-story, six-bay brick

(continued)
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structure was built onto itsnorth elevation (Victory Building; #4). The
ground | evel contains storefronts (altered) between square piers that ter-
mnate i nsquare panels enmbellished with urnand foliate ornament. The
rest of thefacade i sclad i ncast stone. Double and triple windows fill
each bay (the former may be alaterreplacement), and thebuildingi s
capped by a projecting cornice and stepped parapet.

Across thestreet i sthelLewis Furniture Gonpany Building ("51) which was
erected i ntwo sections. The northern section, consisting of three bays
clad i n yellow brick, was built i n1897-98. Milti-paned transoms and

an iron egg and dart cornice survive at thestorefront level. Three-
story brick piers with curved edges define upper story bays, and the
bui I ding i1 ssurnmounted bK an overhanging false roof with a modillioned

and dentiled cornice. e facade fenestration was recently replaced. The
southern section of theblock was not built until 1928, follow ng plans
drawn up by Charles M Baker i nthe Georgian Revival style. The right ﬁor-
tion, which i sfour stories and three bays w de, connects through to t

1897 building. The ground floor has iron storefronts with mu|t| l'ight
transoms. The left portion, though five stories, i sno higher thanthe
rest of theblock. Its second story wi ndows ar e round-arched with nol ded
wooden fans, and thestructure i ssurmounted by a pediment. The entire
addition i sfaced i nredbrick with fluted pilasters, lintels, sills and
cornices of cast stone.

Circa 1898 t he Beaunont Building (#21) was built overlooking thesquare.
Access tothetwo-story brick structure i sgained by means of a recessed
classical entrance constructed of \ll\D

od. Both theiron storefront lintel
|

and thelimestone cornice areenbellished with egg and dart ornanent.
Arong thenore striking structures i nthedistrict i stheClassical Revival
Bul I ard BU|Id|n? (#2; photo #1). Erected i n1906, thetwo-story brick

and |imestone block wraps around its corner site on Waverly and|lrving
Streets. Wndow architraves and thecentrally placed round namepl ate are

encrusted with foliate ornanment.

An equally distinctiveClassical Revival building was built by t heWest
Boston Gas Conpany i n1927-28 (#10; photo #2). Charles Baker, architect
of thelews Furniture Conpany Building next door, designed this brick
and cast stone block. Large display w ndows flanked by engaged |onic
col uims and ca‘aped by sem -circular fanlights dom nate the facade.
Between t he colums sit four cast iron urns on pedestals.

Across thestreet i sthe Connery Building (#9). The two-story brick and

| i mestone facade was added onto an earlier Second Enpire residence i n the
late 1920*s. Side and rear elevations of thehouse reveal the original
scalloped slate roof, nolded w ndow caps and scroll brackets. Two-

story additions on thesouth and east appear to be early 20th century.

(continued)
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The one-story Neo-Classical block at 49-63 Hollis Street {#18) s
typical of smaller neighborhood storeblocks built i nthe1920's. Brick

and concrete piers separate theseven storefronts; thePiers termnnate
in panels ornamented with urns. Capping theone-story facade isa
case stone parapet embellished with classical ornament, including
free-standing urns, draped cloth and scrolls. A less ornate contem
porary block with a decorative brick parapet stands at the western
edge of the district (#16; photo #4).



8> Significance Irving square Historic District - Framingham, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_  religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture . economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture . education military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
1B0O0-1899 X commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy - theater
1900- communications . industry . politics/government . transportation

_invention . other (specify)
Specific dates  1876-1938 Builde/Architect Charles M. Baker
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) - N

The Irving Square Historic District possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials andworkmanship. Thedistrict i s significant
for 1tsassociations with thedevelopment of South Fram ngham as t he
commercial andcivic center of Fram ngham i nthesecond half of the
19th century. |t also enbodies thedistinctive characteristics of late
19th century andearIC}/ 20th century commercial architecture of smaller
urban communities andrepresents a distinguishable entity from that
period. Thelrving Square Historic District thus neets criteria A and
C of theNational Register of Historic Places.

The devel opnent of Irving Square i sdirectly related tothearrival of
the Boston-Wreester railroad i nSouth Framnghami nl1834. At the tinme
the railroad was laid out, civic, comrercial andreligious activity was
concentrated i n Frami ngham Center, located two mles farther northand
strategically sited ontheBoston and Wrcester Turnpike (present-day
Route 9) which oEened I n1809. Though South Fram ngham was also |ocated
on aturnpike, the Central Turnpike E?present-day Waverly Street) did
?%t Opelrl un(tjll 1830, al most immediately meeting intense competition from
e railroad.

In 1832 thevillage of South Fram ngham consisted of a nmeager cluster of
buildings, containing a tavern, cider mll, shoe shop andless than a
dozen houses. Theinitial plan for therailroad' s path was t o parallel
the Boston and Worcester Turnpike through Fram ngham Center. However,
strong opposition from theturnpike conpany andresidents of t he center
caused therailbed todivert i na southerIYJ direction and pass through
South Fram ngham The decision proved t obe a nonmentous turning point for
the town. As themdway point between Boston and Worcester, the South
Fram ngham station becanme a busy resting spot andrailroad juncture.
Wthin twodecades three branches leading toMlford, Fram ngham Center
and Saxonville (athird village i nthe Tow of Fram ngham were operating
out of thevillage, and South Fram ngham had becone t he base of residential,
industrial andservice-oriented devel opment. By 1885 over 100trains a
day were passing through thevillage. Therailroad bisected thevillage;
the southern side of thetracks became known as Irving Square and t he
northern side Concord Square épotential National Register). Straddling
the twoareas i sH H Richardson's railroad station, erected i n1886-87
(National Register), thesecond station tobebuilt onthesite.

The erection of the Qdd Fel lows Block (#13) i nl876 nmarked thefirst step

(continued)
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10. Geographical Data (con't)
Acreage of nominateE ropert *
Quadrangle name rparﬁln§ham Quadrangle scale 1i25000
UMT References
A
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Verbal bounflary descriptionand justification District boundaries aremarked inred on

acconpnayi ng_planmnE board map. Boundaries were selected toinclude al | pre-
1940 commercial blocks i narea south of railroad tracks and which ar e grouped
around t hesquare. The district specifically excludes a parking | ot at the

e
List ali states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries (COI’] tJ
state k/1 A code county code
state code county code

11+ Form Prepared By
uanaace Jenjcins, Registration Director, MHC, with
naefite  Elizabeth Durfee Hengen, Preservation Consultant

organization M assachusetts Historical Commission date  August® 1982
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature \J(ji ~ HAAJL (JLAMAJC2AR—N

titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comdate QcWO \“g2*

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
date 11,
Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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toward t he devel opnent of thephysical character of present-day Irving
Square. As thefirst brick block i ntown, thefour-story building was
a distinct departure fromthetwo-to-threestory wooden bl ocks that were
erected along thetracks i nthem d 19t hcentury. The block's location,
too, several hundred feet south of thestation i na residential area,
shifted thefocus of conmercial development from thestation and

railbed totheradiating streets.

In thelate 19t hcentury, two major rubber factories were established
in South Framingham Coupled with theconstruction of thenew railro
station, Irving Square experienced a major building boomof brick
comrercial structures which lasted until the Depression.

ad

In 1890 two major four-story brick blocks were erected. The Tribune
Buil ding (#5) was designed t o house offices of t heweekly Fram ngham
Tribune nevvspaf)er whi ch had begun circulation seven years earlier. The
paper was supplemented i nl1897 by thedailr Fram ngham Mews, t he fore-
runner of today's M ddlesex Mews. News bulletins were nounted i n the
di splay wi ndows of thebuilding; particularly significant news trans-
mtted by telegraph wire was |oosted as received, making thespot a local
gatheunP point. The second floor was occupied by town offices until a
town hall was built i nConcord Square i n1927. For many years, town
meeting was held i nthelarge hall on thethird floor. Perhaps nore than
any other event, theremoval of town government from Fram ngham Center
marked t he acceptance of South Fram ngham as t henew center of town.
Shortly thereafter, the "south" was dropped.

The ot her major block of 1890 was thefour-story Smth Block which stood
at thesouthwest corner of Concord and Waverly Streets (denolished) and,
at thetime, was thelargest block i ntown. Like other bU||d|n(1s of

the period, stores occupied theground floor, and offices and clubrooms
the three upper floors. Joshua Smth, a local grain and coal merchant
who erected t heblock, developed theadjacent site as well on whichthe
Beaunont Building was erected ca. 1898 (#21).

The |argest building project i nthedistrict occurred at thesane time
when Horatio Twonbly erected two four-story blocks. The |arger
occupied thepromnent corner site of Hollis and Irvin? Streets and
was thefirst steel frame building i nFram ngham (denolished bP/ fire
in 1933)" Just south on Irving Street i s Twonbly's second building known
as thelews Furniture CorTPany Building (#11) after thebusiness that
occupied it. The conpany later built theduopartite addition onthe

south (#l/la). The north section was used for retail and warehouse space.
The five-story southern section was designed as eleven apartnments. The
top floors of each opened through tothel898 building, and t he space
was divided into a variety of furniture show oons.

(continued)
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Ot her noteworthy comrercial blocks i nthedistrict include the Bullard
Building (#2) which replaced theframe Waverly Block, destroyed by fire
in 1903« The curved center storefront was desigfned for a drugstore;
furniture show oons, an express office and small shops were housedi n
the remaining space. The £anes Block (#12) has had a drugstore asits
prime tenant since thebuilding was constructed ca. |883.

South Fram ngham's popularity as a train stop demanded overni ght
accommodati ons. The Wnthrop Hotel (#17) opened it sdoors ca. 1882,
advertising itself as convenient tothedepot and offeri n% gas |ight,
steam heat and thefinest dining roomi ntow. By 1915 t hehotel had
declined into a room ng house, sur?assed by I arger, nore elegant
facilities such as theHotel Kendall i nConcord Square. The other
extant hotel i nthedistrict i stheConnery I nn(#9). | nthe1910's
the former Bullard House, an elegant Second Enpire residence, was
converted by Walter Connery into a Iod?]i ng house. Connery addedt he
Meo- Cl assical brick front sectioni nthelater 1920's, presumably for
expanded dining space.

The Irving Square Historic District illustrates thegrowh of a
m d-size commercial district that evolved over a sixty year periodand
which today remains i nactive use.
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ltem #9.

Temple, J.H, History of Fram ngham M\ Fram ngham 1887
Town and county maps and atl ases
Town directories

[tem#10.

nort hwest corner, an altered commercial block north of Hollis Court and
an altered 1930's garage on Columbia Street.
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Bul lard Buildin
Porter Building
Victory Buildin
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Tribune Building

Edi son Electric Co, Bldg.

French Bl ock

Bul  ard House/ Connery Bl dg.

9

0 Vst Boston Gas Co. Bl dg.
1

Lewis Furniture Co. Bldg.
11, 11a
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12
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16
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21 The Beaunont
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WL-2

Fram ngham M

DI STR CT DATA SHET

STREET ADDRESS

390- 398 Waverly Street
12 Irving/ "l OWaverly Street
22-kk lrving Street

N6-82 Irving Street
19 South Street
90-9" Irving Street

7 Col unbia Street

100- 104 Irving Street
101-103 Irving Street
73-81 lrving Street

30-38 Hollis Street

40-50 Hollis Street

56-68 Hollis Street

56-68 Hollis Street (rear)
78-84 Hollis Street

73 Hollis Street

49-63 Hollis Street
45 Hollis Street
37 Hollis Street
23-25 Hollis Street

43 Hollis Street

46-82 lrving Street (rear
22-44 lrving Street (rear

DATE

ca. 1910
1906
ca. 1919
ca. 1920
| 890
1912
| 8905
| 8905

1870s/ | ate

1920s

1926/ 1927- 8

1 897/1928

ca. 1885

[876/1928
ca. 1899
1930s

ca. 1915
ca. 1882
1926

1938

ca. 1920
ca. 1898

ca. 1920

QT 27 182

STYLE

Cl assical Revival
(altered)
Comer ci al

Cl assical Revival

Second Enpire/
Neo- Cl assi cal
Classica
Revi val

Neo- Cl assi cal /
Georgi an Rev,

Ri chardsoni an
Ronmanesque

Neo- Cl assi cal

Col oni al Revival

(concrete wareh.)

Neo- Cl assi cal

Neo- Cl assi cal
Moder ne

Neo- Cl assi cal

(altered)
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______ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
lii11imf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

October 21, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief . .

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull,
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nom nation forms:

Fram ngham [rving Square Historic District (local)
Revere: Mary T. Ronan School (local)

Al'l' have been voted eligible by the State Review Boardand

have been signed by t he State Historic Preservation Officer.
Owners were notified of pending State Review Board consideration
30-75 days before themeeting, andwere afforded the opportunity
to comment. Comments received t odate areattached t o the

nom nation forms.

Sincerely,

Candace/ d"kins
Registrki/on Director

CJ: md
Encl osures



Beaunont Realty Trust
19 Colonial Drive . :
Fram ngham M IV01701 |SECE|VED
'SEP la 1®

MASS. HfST. COMM.
Sept enber 13, 1982

R:  lrving Sguare Historic District, Framngham Mss. 01701

Gommonweal th of Massachusetts

Hi storical Conm ssion

Office of the Secretary of State
294 \Mashington Street

Boston, Mass. 02108

Dear Patricia:

| would appreciate a copy of the above. The nom nation does not
seemto be appropriate for the follow ng reasons:

The conplete renovation of the Beaunmont Buil ding was
conpl eted this nonth;

Renovation of 4 major structures Inthe area, now In
process, will be conmpleted within 6 to 9 nonths; Anxd

Qe of three or possibly four buildingswth any
possible historic significance has been designated as
a historic building.

Also, | do not believe that a Fall River neeting location is
converugEnt or appropriate to discuss Framnghamrealty. Should

jvelany questions regarding the above, please contact the
u>]erSrgned during the business day at 235-0733.

w shes.

1 S Gass
Trustee



RENTAL PROPERTIES TEL.333-0471

PRIMPAS BROS. TRUST
348 TRUMAN PARKWAY
MILTON. MASS. 02186

fi-f37 2™ '°~?'"?10-=I<3 0Q-10Q,

A AAARALSIXKCN

Commonwealth of Massachusetts cKA
County of .-"U'/T/B'"MK.... ~J. \J/ f
Subscribed and sworn to before me  "Q/MAMA V K:J-UMct?

this IL.. d” of ..AM2A7 ... laS”? .

h/\"_‘



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[HTIBII(%BI1 Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

October 1, 1982

Mr. Paul S. Gass

Trustee

Beaumont Realty TiFust

19 Colonial Drive N .
Framingham, MA 01701 '

Dear Mi-. Gass

Enclosed i s acopy of the Irving Square Historic District National Register
nomnation form as yourequested. The nomi nation was sponsored by the Town
Pl anning Departnent t orecognize the historic character of the area and t o

encourage its revitalization. As you nay know, the Econonic Recovery Act of
1981 authorized substantial tax credits for the approved rehabilitation of

i ncome-producing historic structures. Inlight of these facts, | find your
conment s concerning the appropriateness of the nom nation sonmewhat puzzling.

Please note that if you wish your objection tothis nomnation tobe formally
recorded, it nust be notarized. A so, youshould be aware that a majority of
property owners nust object to prevent listing of the district.

Sincerely, ,

CGandace Je
Registratic irector
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

encl osur e

Qlpg ~



/3 iL-viny Streot
Framingham, MA 01./0I

October 8, 1982

RECEIVr-0O

MS Patricia Weslov;ski

Executive Director

State Historic Prosarva' ion Officer
Massachusetts Historical Coannission
294 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02108

Re: lrving Square Historic District, Frarninghara, M\

Dear Ms. Wesl owski :

As owner of 73-81 |Irving Street, | amvery excited
to learn of our proposed nonnination t ot heNational Register
of Historic Places.

lrving Square has already seen sone revitalization due

to t heimpact of Federal projects. | feel that placement
on the Historic Register, with itsacconpanying benefits,
will insure thecomplete revitalization of this i.-nportant

area, thus improving thequality of life for residentsand
enhancing the general business climate of Irving Square.

Very truly yours.

Charles N Edwards



