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MaiHP
COUNTY:

Washington

CATEGORY 

fChec/c One)

District [^ Building

Site Q Structure

Q Object

OWNERSHIP

D Public

K3 Private

D Botn

Public Acquisition: 

D ' n Process 

D Being Considered

STATUS

0 Occupied
r-i ii • j LJ Unoccupied
r- . D . 
l_J Preservation work

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
£] Restricted**-J
D Unrestricted

' — '

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 

| | Commercial 

fX Educational 

I | Entertainment

I | Government

I | Industrial

[J Military

[Xl Museum

D Park

I I Private Residence

I I Religious

[ | Scientific

Transportation 

Other (Specify)

1 1 Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

Hannah Weston Chapter, D.A.R.
STREET AND NUMBER:

Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Machias

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Washington County Courthouqp
STREET AND NUMBER:

Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Machias Mai ne

TITLE OF SURVEY:

H.A.B.S.
DATE OF SURVEY: March 22, 1937 D Federal State County Q Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Maine State library
STREET AND NUMBER:

State Cultural Building
CITY OR TOWN:

Augusta Mainp



CONDITION

V
n 'Excel ent E Good

(Check One)

D Altered £

D Folr

>
| Unaltered

(Check One)

CD Deteriorated a RU ns D Unexposed

(Check One)

D Moved cx Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

^ : .'.*.

The Burnham Tavern is a two story, indented gambrel roofed building 

with central chimney, constructed in 1770 by Job Burnbfam. On the first 

floor facade, there are four 12 over 12 windows, two on each side of the 

door. On the indentation in the gambrel roof are five 8 over 8 windows, 

on the facade. The tavern sets on a stone foundation and is done in clap 

board style painted colonial yellow..... ;
Upon entering the tavern, there is a unique staircase which branchesi •••. -

into two small flights, each of which leads into the north and south bed 

rooms on the second floor.

On the first floor, a large kitchen occupies almost the entire western 

side of the house. The interior wall of the kitchen is dominated by a large 

fireplace and brick oven. In the remaining space, there are two small 

rooms occupying the two outside corners. One is called the "spinning room" 

and the other is a pantry.'• :'; 1 -.'.;• '; ' ", ",r • : ; / ''. : '.' ':', ' ' ' ..-.-..

An ell.which had been added to the tavern at some time during the 

Nineteenth Century has been removed. The buildjng is in good condition 

and has been well cared for by its present owners
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | D 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

[3 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (Tf Applicable and Known) Bill 1 t 1770

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

I | Prehistoric 
0 n 'Historic' u " 

L~3 Agriculture 

[~^ Architecture 

D Art 

[~~1 Commerce 
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| | Conservation
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| | Engineering .
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I | Industry 

| | Invention 

I| Landscape

Architecture 
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[jfl Military 

D Music

n Political

Q Religion/Phi-
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losophy

[~] Science 

I | Sculpture 

(3 Social/Human 

itarian 

Q3 Theater 

Q] Transportation

|| Urban Planning
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

There are several reasons that the Burnham Tavern is notable. In the 

first place, every care has been taken to maintain the building as it orig 

inally appeared. The tavern dates from seven ye.ajr.s_afj^i^jyie^£irTval of

the first settlers in the Machias area. More importantly, the Burnham'"/
Tavern is the on>y building in eastern Maine connected with the American

\f . • * --"—"-

Revolution. The men of the town met at the Tavern to discuss the recent 

news of the battle at Concord and Lexington. They resolved to erect a 

liberty pole on the village green and made their plans to capture the 

British vessel, "Margaretta". They were successful and this encounter . 

in Machias Bay was the first naval battle of the Revolution. The wounded 

sailors of the "Margaretta 11 were also cared for at the Burnham Tavern 

where the east room was turned into a hospital.

The Tavern also played a large role in'the everyday life of the 

community. Starting in September, 1787, the house was the meeting place 

of the Masons and was locally called the "Mason Arms". During the First 

World War, the house was the center of activity for the Machias branch 

of the Surgical Dressing Work.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local fy^
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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